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the printing trade, and in very good cir-
cumftances. He was, moreover,: a very
generous and good-natured gentleman, and
I became, in a little time, fo great a fa-
vourite, that he could fcarce pafs a day
without feeing and confulting me "about
fome of his affairs; and by his means I
came at laft to tranflate books, and to get
a comfortable living by it. It was then I
began to perceive, with no imall-joy, how
God blefled my endeavours in - propor-
tion to my diligence and honefty, which
made f{o lively an 1mpreflion on my mind,
that I refolved never to be concerned in
any works, that were either prophane, he-
retical, or of a trifling nature or ill ten-
dency, and have accordingly refufed them
whenever they have been offered to me.
From tranflating of other people’s works,
I came at length to print fome of my own,
and with the fame laudable view, - and have
found ftill more credit and comfort in it,
and more caufe to blefs the Divine mer-
cy, for the wonderful and undeferved
fuccefs I bhave fince met with. But of
thefe 1 fhall fpeak in a more proper
place ; in the mean time I fhall only ob-

‘- ferve
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{erve here, that my charitable friends, dying
one after another, as my buﬁnefs increafed >

P _.-I-_

it wh,crc it was offered, as being then able
" to live without it:. and I can enly add,

that though I once looked upon thefe {ub-
{criptions as no lefs. unworthily beftowed
- ypon, than bafely received by me, yet I
have had the comiort to. obferve fince, that
they proved the happy means of freeing me.

from a more laborious and unprofitable hfe,,,
and of enabling me to follow thofe ftudies
with more eafe and chearfulnefs, which
fitted me, in time, for thofe more-arduous
and bencficial tafks,'which I have been fince
engaged 1n; feemg it was during the greater
part of that time, that 1 apphed myfelf to
the Hebrew tongue, and to the mare clofe
ftudy of the facred books; by which means
I had an opportunity of making a large
colle®ion of critical and other remarks,
which, tbough defigned then only for my
own ipformation, came at length to have
a place in one of thofe works I {hall fpeak
of in the fequel, wihere they have fince met

with the approbation of the public, both in
England



( 251 )

England and abroad; though even under
thofe encouragements, and with thafe op-
portunities I had, I muft own, to my thame,
that I was ftill far enough from fuch a lau-
dable application,: as might have turned
them to better advantage ; and that I fill
mi{-fpent a great deal of my time in a loofe,
carélefs manner,.and. that it was not till
after a year or two that I difengaged myfelf
from company, eéfpecially of the fair fex,
though, one perfon excepted, rather trifling
than culpable, to follow my books more
clofely. I fhall therefore fkip all the for-
mer part of my time, from the twentieth
to the thirty-fecond year of my age, asa
{ad blank to every thing that was good or
laudable, and: fraught with a difmal variety-
of folly, indifcretion 4nd other mifcarriages,
which would rather difguft than inform,
or even divert a fober reader, to come to 2.
more hopeful and inftructive period; and
anly obferve, before-hand, that it was no
fmall happinefs to. me, (which, to whatfo-
ever owing, I ought at leaft to attribute to
my own difcretion) that the many learned
and pious perfons I was formerly, and con-
tinued fill, acquainted with, (for it was

with
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with fuch that I moftly chofe to converfe)
were never acquainted with, nor, as I
could perceive, ever fufpe&ted me of being.
guilty of fuch a fhameful, idle and fcanda-
lous way of living, but believed that I
fpent moft of my time to better purpofe;
elfe it is not to be doubted but I had been
difcarded and fhunned by them. In which
cafe I thould have entirely loft the moft ef-
feCtual means of coming into a better way
of thinking, which their converfation, ex-
ample, and the many good books which
they lent me, did at length happily bring
me to, and been left, like 2 weather-cock,
expofed to all winds: for though I could
talk, and, at fome ferious intervals, think as
ferioufly as they of religion and its moft
important duties, and even comply with
them in fuch a manner, as feemed very
delichtful and edifying to them ; yet was
my roving heart fo far from joining fin-
cerely, or being affeted with them, that I
could eafily forego them, to indulge any
new rifing fatisfaction, though ever fo op-
pofite. And indeed, fuch a frequent va-
riety did offer itfelf naturally in my way,
2s I was in no way able to refift.

Thus,
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Thus, for inftance, it was natural for thofe
intimates to introduce or renew fome old
fubject or topic relating to my pretended
country, travels, converfion, or other ro-
mantic part of my life, which, however
irkfée it was then become to me to repeat,
and as it were toconfirm anew ; yet there was
no way for me to avoid it, unlefs I had at
once acknowledged the whole relation to
have been a notorious and thameful impof-
ture ; and what a deadly wound muft have
fuch an unexpected confeflion given to my
natural vanity? and what a mortification
would it have been, to {uch fincere honeft
people, to hear it from my own mouth ?
fo that, could I even have had courage
enough to forego the former, as I have
more than once thought and even refolved
to do, yet how could I find it in my heart
to give {o fenfible a difpleafure to perfons
that had fhewn fo much friendthip and
zeal for me ? to fay nothing of the dreadful
" apprehenfions of the confequence of their
charitable opinion being thereby turned in-
to a juft abhorrence and deteftation. This
was the fad dilemma I found myfelf in
when I came to refle€t ferioufly on my

cafe,
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cafe, and which made me conclude it, all
things confidered, altogether impoffible for
me to cxtricate myfelf out of, without fome
miraculous power to affift-me to overcome
a paffion, which had hitherto eludéd all
the oppofition which my reafon anflex-
perience had been able to raife -againft
it. But what glimpfe of hope of any fuch
Divine help could {uch a wretch have, who,
with his eyes open to the guilt and dan-
ger, had brought himfelf into fuch a dan-
gerous ftate ? But God’s mercy, which is
over all his works, is not to be judged of
by us according to our narrow apprehen-
fions, but according to the gracious” mas
pifeftation he has given us of it in his
gofpel ; and as that affurance gave me good
grounds to hope, fo that hope infpired me
with a defign to ufe all proper means to6
obtain it, and leave the iflue of it to his
Divine Providence. To him, therefore, I
thankfully give all the praife for his unde-
ferved and fingular blefling on thofe means
which himfelf dire@ed me to, and what
. the chiefeft of them were I have alrea-
dy mentioned, and fhall take notice of
fome others in the fequel, in hopes they

- may
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may prove of fervice to fuch as may ftand

in the fame need of them as I did then.
However, I muft own, that the refolation
had fomething awful and deterring, when
I confidered it i its full extent, to exchange
the deliphts of varrety and multiplicity of
company (which had been fo delightful
and infnaring to me till then, that no mo-
tive or obftacle could keep me from it) for
folitude and retirement ;- their bewitching
flatteries and commendations, whether for
a falfe merit I had affumed, or for fome -
valuable things they fancied in me, for a
clofer recolle@ion and abhorrence of my
own vilenefs ; to {fpending of fo much pre-
cious time in the gaities and guilty vanities
of life, for a more clofe application and
fearch after the propereft and moft effectual
means of redeeming that invaluable jewel,
and the parcelling and beftowing. it to the
moft beneficial purpofes; to retrench not
only all unneceflary and unlawful expences,
but even fome of the common and necef-
{ary ones, in order to make fome amends
for paft extravagancies, by fupplying the
wants of thofe many objets, that ufed to
pafs by unobferved and unpitied by me.
Thefe, -
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Thefe, and other fuch like indifpenfable
preparatives, to the defired thorough
change, {eemed to carry {fuch unfurmount-
able difficulties with them, that neither
my fmall fhare of reafon nor philofophy
could have {upported me to any tolerable
degree in the refolutions I was daily ftriving
to make after it. And indeed, nothing fo
effe@tually did it, as the confideration that
that Divine Providence, which had infpired
me with that defire, would not fail of com-
pleating it, if I was not wanting to myfelf ;
for that at once fet me upon trying {fome-
times one, fometimes another, of thofe
‘duties, with fuccefs enough at leaﬁ: to en-
courage me to proceed

And here I was again prov1dent1ally helped
by 2 wortbyclergyman at Braintree in Effex ;
who, good man, had a' much better opi-
nion of me than I deferved, and prefented
me with that excellent book called Reform-
ed devctions, and recommended by the
late reverend Dr. Hicks. This excellent
book, though then unknown to me, and
difrelithed by fome weak Chriftians, is fo
well known to all the true devout ones,
that I need {ay no more in commendat:on

of



(257 )
of it, than that it proved of fuch vaft be-

nefit to me, that I can never fufficiently
admire it, or the piety of the compiler and
reformer ;: for the many opportuniiies and -
invitations it gtves one of frequent and clofer
intercourfe with God, and of meditating,
in the moft exalted manner, on his various.
works, infinite mercies, and on all the fub-
lime truths and duties of Chriftianity, did
{o effeCtually reconcile me to that folitude
and retirement I had formerly been fo averfe
to, and afforded me a moft noble refrefth-
ment feveral times a day, from my clofe
application to other ftudies I was then pur-
{fuing, fome of which being of the dry,
othersof the complex kind, might have gone
but fluggithly on without it.  The late
pious Mr. Nelfon’s Method of Devotion
fallmg likewife, foon after, into my hands,

in order to be conveyed, by my means, to
a young gentlewoman lately recovered from
a ftate of defpondency, I had the curiofity
to rur: through it, and found in it fuch ex-
cellent, yet eafy rules for the conquermg of
our natural vices, and recovering the con-
trary virtues to them, that I made it one

S of
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of my daily monitors, and With no fmall
{uccefs.

But that which gave me the greateft help,
was the learned and pious Mr. Law’s Se-
rious Call to Devotion. This traly valu--
able treatife I accidentally found on a cler=:
gvman § table, who, neverthielefs, foon:
took it out of my hand, and gave {uch a
character of 1t, as might have- difcouraged’
me from looking farther into it, had ot
the place I had opened given me a quite-
different notion of it. However, as I

could not prevail upon him to lend it
rhe, I went and bought me one, and read-
it over and over, from beginning to end,
with greater eagernefs and fatisfaction than
any I had ever met with on that fubje&: I
was particularly much taken with the au-
thot’s motives, as well as his method for the
right ufe of our time, money, talents, &c.
not to mention that his variety of characters
and reafonings upon them, which are a
continued appeal to the moft unbiafled and
foundeft judgement, which admit of neither
cavil or objection, foon opened to me a
much better way of applying them to ad-

vantage, than any I had hitherto, or could
indeed
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indeed have fallen into, :withaout fuch an
excellent guide. The direGtions he gives
for the obtaining of thofe Chriftiah virtues,:
thChhe thﬁ'[‘f‘; r'c{:ommehds as the proper
fubject for the feveral hours of prayer -in.
the day, may indeed appear to have fome-
thing tootechnical (fince it is no other than.
a daily renewing of thofe very defires, till
themfelves become the virtues we want).
from which too much of the fuccefs may,
by the light and thoughtlefs, be afcribed to
the method, and too little to the grace
of God accompanying 1it. For may not,
fome will be apt to fay, an honeft heathen
or deift, by the fame method, raife him-
{elf up into a habit of {obriety, chaftity, &c.
without any {uch application to, or parti-
cular afliftance from, the Supreme Being ?
yet let any ferious perfon try the efficacy of
it againft any of his favourite, efpecially his
conftitutional vices, and he will find, at
length, that he hath been only trying to
walh a Blackmoor white, and muft do fo
to the end of the chapter, without the
intervention of Divine grace. As for me
I fhall always, I hope, look upon the de-
fire itfelf, as well as the fuccefs of the

S 2 means
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means ufed for the obtaining any vittue, to
be alike the work of God in the foul,
let thefe be fuch as Mr. Law dire&s, or

any other, which Providence puts into
our hands. |

I had long before this, however, began to
confecrate part of my time to the ftudy
of the facred books, tho’ not in that re-
gulir and uniform manner as I happily
fell into after reading the excellent direCtory
above mentioned, and had made a pretty
colle&tion of criticifms, and other obfer-
vations upon them, fuch as occurred on

‘my reading of -the various commentators
on them; and now it was that I became
{enfible, indeed, of my own want of know-
ledge of the original Hebrew, and to be-
wall the lofs of feveral opportunities I had
miffed of gaining a more perfe&t know-
ledge 1n that facred and ufeful tongue,
For I had been fo difcouraged from the
purfuit of 1t, by the difficulties I met with
at the very threfthold, that is, in the gram-
mars, that I never had the patience to go
thro’ one of them, but contented myfelf
with the interliniary verfions of Pagninus,
Arias Montanus, and other Interpreters;
chufing
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chufing rather to rely on their bonefty and-
{kill, than to be at the trouble of becoming
a proper judge of either. It was not in-
deed poflible for me to go on long in this
groping way, before their various inter-
pretations of the text, (efpecially thofe of
fome bold critics, which feemed calculated
to unhinge, rather than confirm our belief,
by exploding feveral, till then, acknowled-
ged falts and doftrines, or interpreting
them in their own artful way) fet me again
upon making fome frefh efforts, for attain-
ing a more perfe¢t knowledge of the
original, which were however {foon damped
by every frefh difficulty I met with in the
common way of learning 1t, till I providen-
tially ftumbled, as it were, on the following
eafy method.

I was then hammering at an exercitation
on the 34th Plalm, printed at the end of
‘the grammar that goes under the name of
Bellarmine ; in which I found at almoft
every word fome exceptions to the gram-
mar rules, and fuch reafons afligned for
them as ftill carried one farther from the
point 1n view; when a poor man came and

offered ‘me a pocket Hebrew pfalter, with
S 3 Leu{den’s
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Leufden’s Latin verfion, over againft each
page. I greedily boughtit, and finding the ver-
fion much more eafy and natural than thofe
literal ones of Pagninus and Montanus,
quickly went through every verfe in the
book, without troubling myfelf about
grammar, or any thing but the true mean-
ing of every word as they occurred. So
that by the time I had given it a fecond
reading, my memory being the beft faculty
I could beaft of, 1 had by that very rote,
as 1 may call it, not only gained a confide-
rable copia verborum, but by obfervation
on the fiexion of nouns, verbs, &c. got a
tolerable infight 1nto the declenfions, .con-
jugations, ‘and other parts of the grammar
and fyntax; and, whenever any. difficulty
or doubt occurred, could eafily turn to my
Bellarmine or even Buxftorf, the moft dif-
couraging of all; becaufe, having then ‘but
one point in view, I could, without per-
plexing my mind with any more than that,
either fatisfy myfelf about it, or at the
worlt poftpone it, till a further reading and
obfervation brought me to it ; I became {o
fond of this method, that having gone
through a third reading of it, with little or

. no
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no obftacle, and in a very little time, I re-
folved thenceforth to confine mylelf to the
pfalmsofeachday,as theyarereadat.church,
and to begin with the hiftorical books.

Here, inftead of perplexing myfelf with
fuch Bibles as had the fervile letters printed
in a different kind of .character, to diftin=
guifth them from the radicals, I pitched upon
the firlt edition of that of Munfter, which
is far inferior to the fecond, and, by the
help of his verfion on the oppofite column,
though often at {everal 'lines diftance from
the original, had hardly gone through fix
or eight chaptersof ithe firft book of Samuel,
before the eafe I found in it invited me to
2o back to Genefis, and take every chapter
in its courfe. 1 refolved at firft to run them
over once, without taking notice of his
notes, becaufe the greateft part of them
were either of the Mafforetic or of the
Cabbaliftical kind, and would rather clog
than affift ; and even in thefe of the gram-
matical fort he lays all along {o great a firefs
on the punCuation far the true meaning
and import of each word, as made his ver-
fion the lefs to be depended upon. For

S 4 though
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though I always did and do ftill look upon
the points to be of fingular help to learners,
and confequently on the method propofed
by fome moderns of teaching the Hebrew
without them, as wild, intricate, and in
{fome cafes dangerous, yet from all I had
been able to gather from the learned au-
thors who have wrote on the controverfy,
I was fo far from thinking them of the
fame authority with the text, they plainly
appeared of too modern a date to be ufed
in any other fhape than as an expeditious
help ; and as fuch I {till made ufe of them,
without confining myfelf to them any far-
ther than they were {fupported by the dia-
le&t, by the ancient paraphrafes and ver-
fions, and other fuchcritical helps, but made
no {cruple to depart from them whenever
a {mall change of them ‘could afford one a
clearer or better fenfe. And for that I
thall refer the reader to what I have fince
wrote on that fo much controverted fubje&
in the Jewifh hiftory, which makes the
feventh chapter of the Univerfal Hiftory, and
efpecially in the folio edition, where I had
more room to expatiate upon it than in
the ottavo one, in which our being confined

{0
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to reduce the whole within the compafs of
twenty volumes, obliged us to be a little
more concife. I muft therefore here own
with pleafure, that all that I there advanced
hath been fo well received, and looked
upon as fo well grounded, that it hath not,
that I know of, been fince cenfured or con-
- tradi€ted ; and that though the controverfy
in favour of the antiquity and authority of
the points hath been of late revived with
no {mall warmth, I have met with nothing
in it, nor heard from either thofe I converfe
or correfpond with, any thing that could
give me caufe to alter my mind. I fhall
only beg leave to add, that my looking on
the Hebrew points, both vowel and gra-
matical only in that view, enabled me to
make many afeful difcoveries in the facred
books, which have been highly approved
by thofe who have fince read them in the
hiftory abovementioned.
But to return to my firft reading of the origi-
nal books, I ran with eafe through the Penta-
euch, Jothua, Judges, &c.exceptthe few po-
etical parts which occur in it, fuch as Exod.
xv. pafl, Deut, xxxii. Judges v. .1 Sa-
muel
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muel 1. 1—10. where the flile s not only
fwolnand figurative, but where the conftruc-
tion is harfh, trregular, and to appearance
truncated, and {everal terms which occur na
where elfe; fo that finding them too bhard
for me to furmount, with all the apphication
I had, 1 poftponed them to a future read-
ing. 1 found likewife pretty near the fame
difficulty 1n the Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, and
the Song of Solomon, and much more fill
in Job; and therefore contented myfelf with
catching as much as I could at -ene
curfory reading, and leaving the reft for
hereafter; yet did not this difcourage me
from going through all the Praphets in
courfe, though it proved an arduous tafk,
and I went but flowly on, becaufe in thefe I
endeavoured to make myfelf as much maf-
ter of their meaning and flile, as well as of
the new words and phrafes peculiar to
them: and as I fpent generally fome hours
a day on that ftudy, I had quickly gone
through all the facred books of the -Old
Teftament, excepting thofe chapters in.Da-
nicl, Ezra, &c. which are in the Chaldee,
and where I contented myfelf at this firf
reading, with examining as well as T was

able,
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able, .the difference between that and the
Hebrew. And here I own I found fuch a
difparity between them, fuch a neble fim-
plicity, and yet mafculine energy in the
latter, and fuch an apparent foftnefs and
effeminacy in the former, notunlike what is
juftly obferved between Latin and Italian,
thatIbelieve nothing could have tempted me
to become more acquainted with it, had it
not been for the vaft helps which the
Chaldee paraphrafe affords us, not only in
fixing the meaning of many obfcure words
and expreflions, but, what is {till more va-
Juable, in difcovering the fentiments of the
ancient Jews concerning many pregnant
prophecies of the Mefliah, from which
the Talmudic writers have fince departed
out of diflike to him.
When I came to the fecond reading of Ge-
nefis, by. which time I had likewife ran
through the Pllms five.or fix times, and
was got again into the hiftorical ftile, I
found myfelf fo unclogged, fo acquainted
with the grammar and {yntax, and mafter
of {uch a vaft namber of words, that I began
to think I might begin to read the Latin
into Hebrew ; that is, by hiding the Hebrew
column
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column with my band, try how I could
make my own agree to it. 'This I found
however too hard and tedious, except in
fome eafy places or chapters, and I found
myfelf not only at a lofs fer the words, but
moftly in the conjugating and fyntax, and
though- 1t might in all hkelihood have
quitted coft, had I proceeded regularly in
that method, yet I found it too tedious, as it
took me above twice the time, {o that ¥
contented myfelf with only trying it now
and then, when the humour took, or the
fubje& invited me to it. At other leifure
times, I ufed likewife to exereife myfelf in
conjugating of verbs by dint of memory
and obfervation, and then to compare it with
thofe in the grammar, by which 1 foon
found out wherein I was deficient, and this
I thought more expeditious, diverting, and
efteCtual, than the dull method of begin-
ners, who, by dint of hammering, learn
them by heart, fcarcely knowing what
they are about. One thing however I found
would be a great help, viz. 1nall dubious
words, as the Hebrew is fo figurative and
{canty, to have recourfe to the Lexicon, In
order to find out the primitive fenfe of them

F from
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from the more remote, which it was eafy
to-do by: the parallel texts there pointed at,
where they occurred. This method duely
attended to, opens. a fpacious -infight ‘into
the true meaning of the facred books. Thus
I found for inftance in the words nerm D
o8 MY Genefis i. 2. the fpirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters,’ com-

pared with the motion of the eagle in ftir-
ring her young ones to flicht, Deut. xxxii.
11. that the verb ®1" in the former in its
primitive fenfe, 1s not fuch a motion as
our verfion exprefles, nor a brooding like
that of the hen over her eggs, as fome other
tranflations intimate, but a lively agitation,
fuch as much better explains the a&ion of
the fpirit of God upon the face of the
waters. 'This method, which I preferred

to the confulting that variety of verfions we
" have, which rather confound than fix the
fenfe, inabled me 1n my very fecond going
through the facred books, to make a pretty
large collection of fuch kind of criticifms
and obfervations, as have been fince of fingu-
larufe to me in the progrefs of my ftudy, and
in fome of thofe works in which I have been
fince engaged, though I little thought tl;]cn
— that



( 270 )
either they, or thofe which I made oéut of
other authors that came in my way, would
ever come'into public view.
I had by this time miade. fo great a profi-
ciency in the Hebrew, tongue that I could.
have talked it pretty flaently, had I been as
well acquainted’ with the prosniunciation of.
it. But as that could not be attained from
grammiars, which differed almoft as much
i the rules they gave for it, as the native
languages of their authors differed from
each other, I thought it might be more eafily
attained by converfing with the Jews them-
felves, going to their {ynagogues, and hear-
ing the Scriptures read by their chazans or
minifters, who, I {uppofed, were perfect
mafters of it. But here, to my great
furprife, I found that they not only greatly
differed among themfielves, that is, the nor-
thern from the {outhern, or German, Polifh;
Hungarian, &c. from the Spanifh, Portu-
guefe, Italian, &c. but that every one of
them pronounced it after the fame manneras
they did the languages of the countries where
they had been brought up, and, as it plainly
appeared to me, none of themright. And
this was farther confirmed.to me by con-
verfing
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verfing: with fome Moroceco Jews, whale
native:language being the Arabic, made me
think: they bid faireft for having retained
the antient. pronunciation in a greater degree
at. leaft of purity; for fome of them. whonx
I. met with by chance in the Portugnele
{ynagogue, made a mere ridicule of their
way of reading and pronouncing it. And
it was by converfing with fome of thefe,
who were befides well acquainted with
the Hebrew, that I took my rules for a.
more: genuine way of f{peaking it: and it.
was no fmall pleafure to.me to find, thatl
could be very. readily underflood by all the
fouthern Jews, though I could not {o eafily.
underftand them, on account of their not
fufficiently diftinguithing between the
founding of fundry confonants, afpifations,
gutturals, &c. which feemed to me to have
crlglna.lly differed very greatly; fuch as the
v and’ ¢ and o the 25 and 1 the pyand &
the » Avand = &t: but between which
they do-not make any diftintion,. nor in-
deed can, for want of having been taught it
in their youth. In the fame manner do

they murder it, when they go about to
write it in European charadters, witnefs that

Spanifh dialogue of the famed R. Netto,
intituled
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inutuled 7 wr efh dath, the legal fire, -
but which he {pells, after his Spanifh man-
ner of pronouncing, es daf. However, after
I had once been fully apprifed of all .the-
defelts of their reading, which feveral of
them I have converfed with have had thein-
genuity to own as {fuch, Icould eafilyenough
underftand both their le€Guresof the Old Tef-
tament and their prayers. But as to the nor-
thern Jews, I own I never could con-
verfe with them in that tongue, without an
interpreter, or fome go-between, who, by
the help of travelling into other parts, had
learned the way to accomodate their {peech
to both ways of pronouncing, fo much
wider and uncooth is theirs to that of the
fouthern; and this was no {mall grief to
me, becaufe I always found the northern-
more learned and communicative, as well
as more fluent and ready at f{peaking that
facred tongue; though -that confideration.
was never {ufficient to.induce me to be at
the pains to accuitom myfelf to their way..
Thus much I thought might be neceffary
to fay with refpect to the pronunciation of
the Hebrew, to which I fhall only add, that.
my method for learning and preferving it

was
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Was' by reading it aloud ¢o myfelf, and
with the fame exaltnefs, as if I had been
reading it to an aflembly, - .-

But what contributed meft to this extraor-
dinary readinefs of fpeaking it, was a me-
thod 1 fell into at proper times, when 1
found myfelf inclined to clofe thinking,
to cloath my ideas in that, inftead of any
other language, or, as one may more pro-
perly word 1t, to think in Hebrew rather
than in Englith, or any other language I
was ufed to. The Pfalter, . which at my
firft fetting up for this ftudy, I had read
over for fome time, at leaft three or four

times a month, and afterwards conftantly
went through once a month ever fince,:
was become {o familiar to me, that I had
got 1t by heart; and as that contains moft
of the radical words, as well as idioms,
which are moft in ufe, I feldom was at
a lofs for either in thefe my {oliloquies, or,
if T was, I immediately endeavoured to
call to mind where I had read any thing
like it, either in .that or any other of the:
facred books, and by turning to it, if I
could not readily recover it by dint of
memory, feldom failed of fixing it there

T indelibly,
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indelibly. By this means I foon acquired
not only a furprifing fluency in it, but
could fpeak 1t in the pure and elegant
ftile of the facred writers, and now and
then, upon occafion, raife it to the lofty
flrain of the poetical books. This I was
the moreadmired for, becaufe it was what
few, if any, of the learned among the
Jews could do, who commonly marred
their own by an heterogeneous mixture of
the corrupt Talmudic and Rabbinic words
and 1idioms, to which I was then in a
great meafure a ftranger, nor could ever
be reconciled to after I became more ac-
quainted with them. One may, indeed,
obferve almoft the fame difference between
the former and the latter, fome few of
thefe excepted, as there is between the
Latin of the Auguftin age, and that which
was in vogue after the inundation of the
northern barbarians into the Roman em-
pire, as the reader may fee by what 1 have
faid of it in my Hiftory of the Jews from
their Difperfion after the deftruction . of
Jerufalem to this time.

By what 1 have faid hitherto of my me-

thod of learning Hebrew, any one may
{ee
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fee how eafily men. at years of maturity -
may come to as perfect knowledge of it,
as the thing will admit. of, and without
the difcouraging {lavery of beginning at the
grammar; - and may even make that a
pleafing relaxation from other ftudies; and
it is with a view of leflening, if not al-
together removing thofe fancied difficul=
ties and difcouragements which have been
the caufe of that facred tongue being {6
much, and, I tnay add, fo fhamefully
negleGted, by the clergy -efpecially, that I
have ventured to write {o far on that {fub-
je&t from my own experience; for, let them
think of or palliate it as they will, fuch
a negle€t muft of neceflity be condemned,
by all who ferioully ¢onfider how impof=
fible it is. to come at a true knowledge,
not only of the Old, but I will be bold to
fay of the:New Teftament,; without a fuf-
ficient knowledge of the Hebrew : the
firft feem’s to me felfsevident, and with re-
fpect to the fecond, or New Teitament,
I neéed only oblerve, that the writers of it,
though infpired, and etidowed with the
gift of tongues, did vifibly adhere ftill to
the Hebrew idiom in which they had been

T 2 brought
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brought up, St. Paul himfelf not excepted.
Hence, the vaft quantity of Hebraifms
that occur more or lefs in the Gofpels;
A&s, and in the Epiftles, and which ne~
ver can be rightly underftood or explained,
but by having recourfe to the Hebrew
idiom ; but this- hath been fo fully dif-
played by much better pens, that I fhall
fay no more on the {ubjett.
I have often withed, indeed, that we
had fome more inviting helps to that ftudy
than we have, and fuch as might more
effeCtually contribute to overcome the a-
verfion, or indifference, which our young
clergy feem to have for it. And in order
to contribute fomethlng more than a bare
with towards it, I had once gone a good
way in compofing a tragi-comic piece;
intituled, David and Michol, in Hebrew
verfe, wherein I introduced. this young
princefs, acknowledging with a f{uitable
relutancy and thame to her confident,. her
new born affeion for the young fhep-
herd, after the had feen him unperceived
from. behind a curtain in her father’s pa-
vilion, and heard fome of thefe inimita-
ble ftrains with which he was wont to
enliven
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enliven that defponding monarch in his
moft melanchely hours. The difirefs a-
rifing from the apprehended rivalthip of her
eldeft fifter, who was foon after promifed
as a reward to that brave youth, for kill-
ing the vapouring champion of the Phi-
liftines and Morabs, being reprefented here
as having already fettled her affetions on
Adriel the Meholathite, to whom Saul ac-
tually gave-her foon after, contrary to his
promife (1 Sam. xviii. 19.) the different
fears and emotions of the two fifters, the
means by which they came to underftand
each other’s cafe and inchinations, the fin-
gular affeCtion of Jonathan towards David,
and the kind offices he did him with Saul,
in order to procure him his beloved Mi-
chol, inftead of her fifter; all thefe, I fay,
are reprefented in divers affeCting {cenes,
to which the energy of the Hebrew gives
no fmall beauty and pathos. The Epi-
fodes, the moft confiderable of which con-
fit of feveral interviews and conferences
between the prophet Samuel and young
David, as when he acquainted him with
Saul’s utter rejection, and his being chofen
by God to fucceed him in the Ifraelitifh

| T 3 ‘ king-
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kingdom, David’s furprife, fcruples and
- fears, his dread of entertaining even the
moft diftant hope of a crown, which he
could not obtain but by the moft unnatural
and blackeft treafon againft his father-in-
law, and his moft generous friend Jonathan,
and the arguments by which the prophet
endeavours to fatisfy his fcrupulous mind,
that he fhall enjoy the promifed crown,
without the leaft ftain to his loyalty, and at
length prevails on him to {uffer himfelf to
be anointed king ; thefe, and {ome others
of lefs importance, are not improper inter-
ludes to bring the piece to its happy cata-
ftrophe, his marrying the kind and beloved
Michol,- and being juftly raifed to the
command of the Ifraelitith army, To this
I had added a literal verfion, which I
defigned to have illuftrated with critical
notes; but fome avocations obliged me to

{fet it afide for a confiderable number of
years, and when I came to give it a frefth
reading, I found it to fall fo fhort of the
elegance and loftinefs of the facred poets,
‘with whom I was become by that time
much better acquainted, anda much greater
admirer of, that I was quite difcouraged from

1mproving
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improving or even finithing, efpecially when
I confidered the little likelihood there wasof
its meeting with encouragement anfwerable .
to the pains and coft, at a time when one
might obferve the ftudy of that tongue to
dwindle more and more vifibly into con-
- tempt, among thofe whofe duty and bufi-
nefs 1t ought to have been to cultivate and
promote 1t.

The fame mortifying confideration made
me likewife fet afide a defign I had formed,
of compiing fome {criptural Hebrew Dia-
logues, in imitation of the Latin ones of
Caftalio, and a fet of others on more come
mon fubjects, like thofe of Corderius, tho’

not fo puerile, for the encouragement and
diverfion of young beginners; and a third
between 2 Jew, and a Chriftian, on the
moft material points of controverfy between
us, together with a collection and expofi-

tion of a great number of texts, both in
the Old, and New Teftament, plainly
foretelling the future reftoration of the
twelve tribes of Ifrael, to their own Land,
and their embracing Chriftian religion
at the fecond coming of Chrift, towards

T 4 the
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the clofe of the fixth, or in the beginning
of the feventh millenary of the world;
for though that doctrine is, as the Jews at
Rome faid of Chriftianity, every where
fpoken againft, (Acts, cap. vlt. v. 22.) I
never found it to be {o but by men who,
like thefe Jews had never - rightly - confi-
dered 1t; whillt thofe who really have,
(among whom I have known feveral emi-
nent divines of the church of England, and
fome among the Diffenters who were
thoroughly fatisfied with it) contented them-
felves with owning their belief of it to
their intimate friends, without daring to
preach or promote it, for fear of being re-
fle¢ted or ridiculed for it. But I have had
frequent occafion to obferve fince (vide Jual
un Heftor, fol. edit. vol. 1. p. 617, &c. 8vo.
edit. vol. 1ii. p. 39. and above all, fee the
conclufion of their hiftory, from the difper-
fion to this prefent time) that the Chrif=
tians denying that doétrine, is one of the
mofit effeGtual means not only of hardening
the Jews in their unbelief, but of unhing-
ing one of the greateft evidences of the
.. Chriftian faith, fince it cannot be proved
*5-.7{5 H-:f 30 any {enfe, that any of thofe glorious pro-
~ phecies
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phecies concerning the happy ftate of the
Jews under the Meffiah, which are fcat-
tered through the Old and New Tefta-
ment, have been fulfilled; but that, on the
contrary, they have for the moft part been
hated, perfecuted and miferable, in moft
countries in the world, ever fince the death
of Chrit. However, as I had little en-
couragement to hope that {uch a fubjedt,
written in Hebrew, how beneficial foever
it might have proved, at leaft to young be-
ginners, efpecially by the help of the Latin
verfion, would relith with the prefent age,
I likewife poftponed it for fome happier
time, which is not yet come, if ever I (hould
live to fee it. -

I therefore contented myfelf with preparing
for the prefs anew edition of the Pfalms, with
Leufden’s Latin verfion over againft it, and
fome critical and other notes for the ufe of
the learners, interfperfed here and there,
with others of a more curious nature, on
{everal defficient- places of that book, and
moft of them new. To this I defigned a
preface, that thould give an account of the
method by -which I had, chiefly by the
means of the pfalms, attained to my know-

ledge
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Jedge of the Hebrew tongue, in the man-
ner I have lately related. I defigned to
add fome further direCions than thofe I
have mentioned, with refpet to the more
eafy attaining a readinefs of underftanding
and fpeaking it, one of which was, in the
frequent reading to change the third into the
fecond perfon at proper places, and {o turn-
ing the pfalm into 2 kind of prayer, which,
by raifing the attention, imprints the words
more iIn the mind, as well as familiarizes
the conjugating of the verbs, &c. and this
I found a great help to my proprefs, and
was approved by {fome judges, upon which
Y acquainted Mr. Palmer, of Bartholomew’s
Clofe, one of the beft printers then in Eng-

land, with my defign, and was furprifed
one day on my coming to talk further

. about it, to hear that the reverend Dr.
w had been there juft before, to treat
with him about printing a new edition of
it, faid to have been compiled by Dr. Hare,
fince bifhop of Chichefter, who pretended
to have found out the true metre of the
Pfalms, and by means of that to have made
a great number of confiderable difcoveries

and emendations in the original. I knew
| but
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but too well how many excellent critics
had already {plit upon that fatal rock, and
who, inftead of eorreting, had quite marred
the Hebrew, by diftorting, tranfpofing and
altering it at pleafure, in order to bring it
to their maodel, to expect any thing folid
or fatisfaCtory from that quarter, confider-
ing efpecially the character of the author,
Nor wasI miftaken, though this performance
did not appear in print till feven or eight
years- after, and then to my great furprife,
For Mr. Palmer had amufed me with the
belief that the defign was fet afide, either
on account of its being found impracticable,
- or at leaft too difficult and dangerous; for
that, upon his applying to Dr. W to
enquire further about it, he had received
fuch evafive anfwers, as plainly convinced
him, that the author did not defign to go
oen with 1t, which ftill confirmed me more
inmy old opinion, that all attempts to recover
the antient metre of the facred poetical
books, were fruitlefs and loft labour. It -
appeared however, as I fhall thow here-
after, that Mr. Palmer impofed upon me,
and that he knew that the defign was car-
ried on in another printing-houfe, though

with
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with fuch privacy, that I never heard or
dreamed of it, though I had been long ac-
quainted with Mr. Bowyer, who was em-
ployed in the printing of it. So far from
it was I, that I began to think Mr, Palmer
had only invented that ftory to divert
me from printing my propofed edition, in
order to {fet me upon another work, in which
he was more immediately concerned, and
- expected greater credit, as well as prefent
profit from. This was his hiftory of print-
1ng, which he had long promifed to the
world, but for which he was not at all
qualiied. However, he defigned to have
added a fecond part, relating to the praé’ucal
art, which was more {uited to his genius,
and in which he defigned to have given a
full account of all that relates to that branch,
from the letter-founding to the moft ele-
gant way of printing, impofing, bind-
ing, &c. in which he had made confide-
rable improvements of his own, befides
thofe he had taken from foreign authors;
but this fecond part, though but then as it
were in embryo, met with fuch early and
ftrenuous oppofition from the refpective

bodies of letterfounders, printers, and book-
binders,
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binders, under an ill-grounded apprehenfion;
that the difcovery of the myftery of thofe
arts, efpecially the two firft, would render
them cheap and contemptible (whereas the
very reverfe would have been the cafe, they
appearing indeed the more curious and
worthy our admiration, the better they are
known) that -he was forced to fet it afide.
But as to the firft part, viz. the hiftory of
printing, he met with the greateft en-
couragement, not only from them, but
from a very great number of the learned,
who all engaged to fubfcribe largely to it,
particularly the late earls of Pembroke and
Oxford, and the famous doCtor Mead, .
whofe libraries were to furnith him with
the nobleft materials for the compiling of it,
and did {o accordingly, |
The - misfortune was, that Mr. Palmier,
knowing himfelf unequal to the tafk, had
turned it over to one Papiat, a broken Irifli
bookfeller then in London, of whom hLe
had a great opinion, though ftill more un-
qualified for it than he, and only aimed at
getting money from him, without ever
doing any thing towards it, except amufing
him with fair promifes for near three quar-

LCrs
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ters of 2 year. He had fo long dallied with
him that they were come within three
months of the time in which Mr. Palmer
had engaged to produce a compleat plan,
and a number or two of the firft part, by way
of {pecimen of the work, viz, the inven-
tion and improvement of it by John Fauft
at Mentz; and thefe were to be thewn ata
grand meeting of learned men, of which
Dr. Mecad was prefident that year, and
being his fingular friend and patron, was to
have promoted a large fubfcription and pay-
ment, which Mr., Palmer ftood in. great
need of at that time. Whereas Papiathad got
nothing ready but a few loofe and imperfe&t
extracts out of Chevalier la Caille, and fome
other French authors on the fubje®, but
which could be of little or no ufe, becaufe
he frequently miftook them, and left blanks
for the words he did not underftand.

Thefe however, fuch as they were;, Mr.
Palmer brought to me, and earneftly prcﬁ'ed
me that I would fet afide all other things I
~ might be then about, and try to produce
the expetted plan and {pecimen by the time
- promifed, fince he muft be ruined both in
credit and pocket, if he difappointed his

;_fricnds .,
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friends of it. It was well for him and me,
that the fubje@ lay within fo {mall 2 com-
pafs as the confulting of about twelve or
fourteen principal authors, and the con-
trover{y between Mentz and Harlem univer-
fally decided in favour of the former, fo that
I eafily fell vpon a proper plan of the work,
which 1 divided into three parts, the firft
which was, to give an account of the inven-
tion of the art, and its firft effays by Fauft
at - Meritz, and of its imprevement by
fufile or metal types, varnith, ink, &c. by
his fon-in-law . Peter Schoeffer. . ‘The
fecond was to contain its - propagation
and- further improvement, through mott
part of Europe,’ under the moft celébrated
printers ; and the third an account of its in-
troduction and: progrefs into England. This,
tagether with abave ane half of the firft
part, were happily finifhed, and produced by
the time appointed, and met with more
approbation and encouragement from his
friends than I feared it would, being con-
{cious  how much better it might have
turned out, would time have permitted 1it.
And this I chiefly mention, not {o much to
excufe the defets of fuch a horrid perfor-
I mance,
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inance; as becaufe it hath given me fince
frequent occafion to obferve how many
much more confiderable works have been
{poiled, both at home and abroad, through
the impatience of the fubfcribers; though
this is far enough from being the only; or
even the greateft inconvenience that attends
moft of thofe kinds of fubfcriptions, .
As to Mr. Palmer, his circumftances -were
by thistime {o unaccountablylowand anfor-
tunate, confidering the largenefs and fuccefs
of his bufinefs, and that he was himfelf a
fober induftrious man, and free from all
extravagance, that he could not extricate
himfelf by any other way, but by a ftatute
of bankrupt, which caufed his hiftory to’
go fluggifhly on; fo that notwithftanding all
the care and kind affiftance of his good
friend Dr. Mead, a ftubborn diftemper,
which his misfortunes brought upon him,
carried him off before the third part of it
was finithed. This defe&, however, was
happily fupplied by the late noble earl of
Pembroke, who being informed by Mr.

Pire Pain the engraver, Mr. Palmer’s brother-
in-law, what condition the remainder was.

left in, and that I was the perfon who had
WrIote
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wrote the former parts, fent for me, "and,
with his ufual generofity, enjoined me to
compleat the work, according to the plan;
and not only defrayed all the charges of
it, even of the paper and printing, but
‘furnifhed me with all neceffary materials
out of his own library; and, when the work
was finifhed, his lordfhip referved only fome
few copies to himfelf, and gave the re-
mainder of the impreflion to Mr. Palmer’s
widow, not without fome farther tokens of
his hberality.

Before I leave this fubjet, I muft, in juftice
to that noble peer, give an inftance or two
of his generofity and fingular integrity.
At my firft coming into England, I had had
the honour to be introduced to him, and
to dine with him and other great perfons
in his company, and had received no fmall
tokens of his regard, till he conceived a
juft difguft at one abfurd fact I had affirmed
in my fabulous hiftory of Formofa, viz.
the Greek tongue being taught there as a
Jearned language, which monftrous abfur-
dity {ufficiently thewed my ignorance and
indifcretion at the time of my writing 1t,
and from that time his lordthip gave me up

U for .
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for what I was, an impoftor, and I faw him
no more, till above twenty-cight years after,
when Mr. Pine brought me to him, in or-
der to finifh the book abovementioned. At
my firft coming into his prefence, his lord-

fhip prefently knew me again, and reminded
me of my having been often with him, and

of the reafon of his taking a diflike to me;
upon which I readily owned the juftnefs of
the charge, and of his refentment, which I
begged his lordfhipto look upon as the effect
of a rath inconfiderate piece of youthful
vanity, which I had long fince difclaimed,
and condemned myfelf for, and affured
him, that I had fince then, I thanked God,
fallen into fo laudable a way of living, as I
doubted not his lordfhip, if he knew of
it, would not but approve of. Mr. Pine
confirmed what I had faid ; and his lord-
fhip with his ufual affability and condefcen-
fion, highly congratulated and commended
me for it, and was pleafed to exprefs a
more than ordinary pleafure at it, exhort-
ing me to continue in the fame good mind
and way, and affuring me of his friend-
fhip and - encouragement; and from that
time I cannot {ufficiently acknowledge s

cxtreme
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extreme -benevolence and condefcenfion,
in not only furnithing me with all the
books and other helps I wanted, but in his
generoufly rewarding me for what . I did ;
and when I was forced afterwards to ac-
quaint him that I was a perfon concerned
in the writing of the Univerfal Hiftory,
became a fubfcriber and encourager of it,
as I fhall prefently have occafion to fthew.
It was a little before Mr. Palmer’s death,
that this 'work, the proje&t of which had
been formed by Mr. Crockat, and the ex-
cellent plan by the late famed Mr. Sale,
met with an unexpected ftop, by an un-
happy quarrel between the proprietors and
the authors, at the head of whom was Mr.
Sale abovementioned, when I was recom-
mended to the former as a proper perfon
to fupply the place of fome of the latter,
who had abfolutely declined being farther
concerned in it. ‘This rupture happened
foon after the publication of the third
number, anno 1730, when Mr. Pal-
mer brought me the three printed numi-
bers from the proprietors;. and defired,
if after having read them and the plan, I

had 2 mind to engage myfelf in the work,
U 2 I thould.
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I thould give them and the reft of theauthors
a meeting at a place and day appointed,

which I accordingly did, and after having
informed myfelf with their terms, method,

and other previous particulars, readily un-
dertook to write the Jewifh hiftory, in
which I was the moft verfed, and for which
I knew myfelf already provided with a
confiderable quantity and variety of mate-
rials, which I had been colle&ing for my
private ufe for feveral years; and as I have
‘been one of the chief perfons concerned as
an author, not only in the firft, but alfo in
‘the fecond edition, and fo was perfelly
acquainted with every ftep taken in the
progrefs of the work, the encouragements
and difficulties 1t hath met with, as well as
with the merit and demerit of every part
of it, I thall make no difficulty to infert
here a faithful and impartial account of the
" whole, at leaft {o far as it may be of fervice
to the public, and prove a means of making
- any future editions more compleat, by
pointing out the many falfe fteps which I

found were impoffible for us to avoid in
the two former.

And
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And here T muft obferve, in the firlt place,-
that though the defign was publicly pre-
tended to be carried on by a fociety of

learned gentlemen, yet in fact Mr, Sale
was to be the fole conductor of it, by the
affitance of fuch ammanuenfes as he thould
think fit- to employ in the work. And
though, in point of learning, no man might
be better qualified than he, for fuch an ar-
duous and extenfive undertaking, yet his
known ftrait circumftances obliged him
to have {o many other irons in the fire (to
{ay nothing of his natural indolence, the fad
efteCts of which, not only the proprietors
of this work, but many others of that pro-
feflion have fufficiently felt) that it was im-
poffible for him to give it that attention
which a work of that nature deferved, much
lefs the difpatch he had engaged with them
for, - viz. the publithing twenty fheets
per month. Accordingly upon enquiry
I could not find that 'he ever wrote
more than the firft number; which, though
puffed up with the fpecious pretence of a
{fecond edition, every reader verfed on the
{fubjets treated in it, might eafily know
where he had gat all his materials ready

U 3 gathered
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gathered to his hand ; yét fo long wis he
in publifhing it, that his delay occafioned
the firft mifunderftanding between him and.
the . proprietors, which was howcvcr fol-
lowed by a greater. .
The fecond and third numbers, which ap-.
peared afterwards to have been written by his
two ammanuenf{es, till then unknown to the
pa.i'tners',' came out indeed rhore regularly 3

but the proprietors, who had already paid
Mr. Sale for them, were not a little furprifed
when the two young authors (whom I
forbear naming, becaufe they are bath alive
and make a2 good figure, the one in a high
voft, and the other in the commonwealth of
learning) came and demanded the money for
theircopy. The propietorsdid indeed produce
his receipts for much greater fums than the
three numbers could amount to, but though
they knew that he was not in a capacity to
pay them, they refufed to make a fecond
difburfement for what they had more than
payed for, whilft the {ufferers, on the other
hand, refufed to go on further with the
work, till they were fatishied {or what they
had done. The partners ftifily refufing to
comply, the refult was, that one of them

not
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not only quite declined all further meddling
in the work, but vented his refentment
by crying it down, and all the perfons con-
cerned in it, authors as well as proprietors.

Mr Sale was ftill more outrageous againft
them, of whom the latter had taken a note
of 72 pounds, payable on demand, for
money overpaid, and the embezzlement of 2
confiderable number of books, which they
had furnifhed him to carry on the defign.
This note was probably taken with a view of
keeping himinawe, but neitherthatnor their
threats could contain him within bounds,

fo that he became a moft inveterate enemy
to the defign, and did all he could to dif-

credit and obftruct it,

This was the hopelefs fituation of the work
at my firft being invited to it, and againft
which I cannot forbear mentioning an-
other difcouragement, viz. the freedom
which the authors of the foregoing part had
taken in reflecting, as often as they had op-
portunity, againft the Mofaic account, efpe-
cially in the hiftory of the antient Canaan-
ites, where God is recorded to have treated
them with fuch feverity in favour of the

‘Iraelites, and where théy made no diffi-
U 4 culty
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culty to refle¢t upon that partiality, asincon-
fiftent with the divine juftice and goodnefs -
towards a favourite nation, who -are there
reprefented as by far the worfe of the two:
for, as I'took theliberty to obferve to them,
befides that all the objeCtions againft the-
divine conduct in this particular have been
fo often and fo effeCtually an{wered by
learned divines, that there can be no juftifi-
able reafon given for reviving them here,
this manner of ‘treating Mofes’s writings
1s far below the regard that fuch an antient.
and celebrated author may challenge, ab-
ftra&tedly even from his beingacknowledged.
an infpired penman, by Jews, Turks and
Chriftians. And therefore added, 1 will

never engage in the work, unlefs you will
allow me to follow the oppoﬁtc tract, and,
“inftead of refleCting, to vindicate both his
character and writings, as often as occafion
offers, either from the works of our beft
divines, or frcm {undry new obfervations I
have had opportunity to make on the books
of that divine lawgiver. I much queftion,
if they had not been at fuch a nonplus for
a hand to go immediately upon the Jewith
hiftory, whether they would have ever

yielded
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yielded to thefe terms, fuch was their
opinion of Mr. Sale, whom they knew had
no great regard for the Old Teftament, and
who had long ago inf{pired one, if not both of
his ammanuenfes with 2 moft outrageous
zeal againft it. However, I got them with
fome trouble to acquiefce, and let me take
my own way, only Mr. Provoft, then one
of the partners, begged itas a favour of me,
that 1 would not be righteous over much.
1 gave them {oan after good caufe to be
fatisfied with my advice and condu&, and
the unexpected encouragement which the.
work met with, after the regular publica-
tion of two or three numbers of the Jewith
hiftory (to fay nothing of the commenda-
tions given to 1t in print, by two fuch
learned perfons as Dr. Chapman, chaplain
to his grace of Canterbury, and. Dr, Pearce,
rector of St, Martin’s in the fields) raifed it
into fuch reputation and vogue, that they
no longer doubted of its fuccefs; info-
much that they began now to enlarge the
edition from 750 to 1000. And this I
mention with pleafure, becaufe the great
~ call there was for it from that time, to what
they had found before, when the numbers
| were



( 298 )

were returned to them by dozens from.
other bookfellers, plainly thewed how few
encouragers it would have met with among
the frecthinkers ahd unbelievers, to what
it did among thofe of a different, and I may
add, of a better way of thinking. There
was indeed one main obje€ion made, vig.
my clathing with thofe who had gone be-
fore me; and I remember more particularly,
that the late earl of Pembroke (who, as I
lately hinted, was an encourager of the
work, and to whom I was obliged to ex-
cufe my not waiting {o often on him as he
defired, in order to finith the third part of
Mr. Palmer’s hiftory above mentioned, by
acquainting his lordfhip that much of my
time was taken up with the Univerfal Hif-
tory, in which I was engaged) exprefled
no {mall diflike at thjs contraft, or, as he
was pleafed to call it, chequer-work between
the Jewith hiftory, and {fome of the num-
bers that preceded it; the one exprefling
all along an unaccountable difregard for the
Mofaic writings, whillt the other took all
proper occafion to vindicate “them, in a
manner which he was pleafed to call fo
very laudable and ift; upon which I was

forced
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forced to acquaint his lordfhip, that the
. former part had been printed fome time

before I was concerned in the work; and
- written by perfons in a very differerit way
of thinking from me, and which 1 had
publicly difallowed; but as they had fince
declined the work, the proprietors had left
me wholly at my liberty to take my own
way, which I was fully determined to pur-
fue to tle end, fo that there would be no
more fuch contradictions to be found in the
fequel, becauf¢ all that related tothe Jewiih
nation down to their difperfion at the de-
ftruction of Jerufalem, or even from that
to the prefent time, if we were encouraged
to continue it," would fall to my fhare;
and that thofe who were to write the hifto-
ries of the Aflyrians, Medes, Perfians, and
other nations which had any conne&ion
with the Jewifh, fhould be obliged to fol-
low the fame tract, and acknowledge the
divine authority of the Old Teftament,
This his lordfhip highly approved, and asto
the remaining difhiculty, viz. the feconciling
what was already printed, and he thought
paft remedying, I told his lord(hip, that the
greateft part of thefe early numbers having

been
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been miflaid, and fo bandied about and.
wafted that there would be fpeedily a ne-
ceffity of reprinting them, I would engage
to revife and correlt them, fo asto make the
whole uniform, which was foon after done
accordingly. But when, for the credit of
the work, I propofed to the proprietors the
calling in of the old numbers, and giving
the purchafers the new ones in lieu of
them, the greater part of them lent a deaf
ear to it, alledging, that they were fo much
out of pocket already, that they could not
afford to deftroy fo great a number of copies
for the fake of uniformity, and that the
work muft take its chance without it.

This was not the only inftance in which
they ftood in their own light; I fhall beg
leave to add one or two more. Before
the ninth number of the firft volume had
been publithed, they had received feveral
letters from the learned both at home and
abroad, dire¢ted to the authors, particu-
larly two from Holiand, the one from a
perfon who tranflated our hiftory inte
French, and the other into Dutch, and
publithedthem there regularly every month,
as we did here. Thele, among other com-

mendations
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sendations and encburagements, defired us
to fend them the fheets as faft as printed
here, for the better difpatch of their ver-
fion, and keeping time with us; offering
to make any reafonable fatisfaGtion for it,

and to promote the credit and fale of the

Englith original on the other fide the water.
The Dutch tranflator in particular, who

was a man of learning and character, ac-
quainted us, not without a handfome and
modeft apology, with fome alterations and
deviations he had taken the liberty to make
from our printed copy, in the three or four
firt numbers, and defired us above all
things to fettle a correfpondence with him,
that we might freely communicate our

thoughts to one another, promifing to fend
us, at the conclufion-of each volume a copy,
of his verfion, with the alterations marked
in the margin, and the fentiments of the
learned beyond fea; about the work which
he accordingly did at the clofe of his firft

volume, though we had not been able to

prevail upon the proprietors to fend them
the fheets in the manner above defired, and

were not willing to do it without their con-
fent, they being all apprehenfive that thefe
verfions
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verfions would hinder the fale of the Englifh

original there. We tried in vain to con-
vince them of the contrary, by thewing
them that it would rather forward it,
by making it more known and famed
abroad; for that not only the Englith there,
but likewife thofe who underftood that lan-
cuage, would flill chufe to read it in the
original rather than in a verfion. 1 like-
wife tried to make them fenfible how ne-
ceffary and ufeful {fuch a correfpondence
would be to us, and how much it would in all
likelihood contribute to the credit and re-
putation of the work, and what need we
ftood in to ufe all proper helps, in a work
of fo arduous and extenfive a nature. The
only thing they would agree to, was that
we might, if we thought fit, flill correfpond
with them, (and that they knew we
could do without their leave) but as to
the fending the fheets as foon as printed,
they abfolutely refufed; {fo that we were
forced to put an end to the one for want of
being able to comply with the other.

The next inftance I thall give is fhill of
a more fordid nature. They were obliged
10 furnlfh us with all neceflary books
for
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for the work, and on my firt going upon
the Jewith hiftory, I fent them a lift of
fuch as were really wanted, though fome
of them very confiderable both in bulk
and value, fuch as the Thalmuds, Polyglott,
Opera Criticorum, &c. and was f{urprifed
at the difficulties they made, and objections
they raifed againft both the number and
charge of them, alledging on the one hand
- the vaft number of them that had been for-
- merly embezzled and loft, which they pre-
tended to amount to near 200/, and on the
other, the vaft expence they had already
been at, and the little returns made for it
in the four firft numbers; fo that if I would

not difpenfe with a good number of the
deareft fort, they were afraid they muft
defift from proceeding farther. It was well
for them, as well as me, that I had then a
frecaccefstoSion College library, by an order
from the prefident and fome of the heads
of that fociety, and which I had made ufe
of for fome years, whenever I ftood in
need of it; fo that ] readily engaged to
ftrike out all thofe that I thould find there,
provided they would promife to find me all
the reft. By which means, as well as by the

kind
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kind affiftance of my good friend the re-
verend Mr. Reading, the late worthy library-
keeper, who having the goodnefs to bring
me all the books I called for, without
the trouble of my looking out for them
in their refpective fhelves, to my writ-
ing defk at the farther end of the li-
brary, I could with eafe confult all my au-
thors, make what extralts I wanted out of
them, after which he took the pains of
returning them to their proper places.

Now as this faved the bookfellers the buy-
ing of near, if not more than 100/, worth
of books, and me a great deal of trouble,
(for Mr. Reading did moft frequently
enquire of me what part of a book I de-
figned to confult, and being well acquainted
with moft of them, brought them to me
opeped at the very place 1 wanted, which
enabled me to make more difpatch, and to
keep up to the time of publication) I in-
fifted at one of our meetings, and I thought
juftly too, that they fhould, by way of
acknowledgement, prefenteither the library,
or the worthy keeper of it, with a fet of
volumes, as {oon as they come out, which,

I told them, might likewife be a means of
recommending
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recommending the work to thofe divines
and others that frequented that place.
They all feemed readily to agree to the
propofal, and I acquainted Mr. Reading,
‘'who was not a little pleafed with it, and
told me, that, for his part, he was very
ready to do all he could to promote our
defign, without any {fuch view, though he
faid that he fhould be glad to fee it pre-
fented to the library, as it was a2 work
which he much approved as far as we had
gone, the chronology excepted, to which
he thought that of the learned Uther vaftly
preferable. I told him I was wholly of
his opinion, -and was forry Mr. Sale had
ever fixed vpon this, but that it was done
before I was concerned in the work, and
could not‘now be retrieved, at leaft in this
firft edition, but by the readers making up
the difference either in their mind or with
the pen. 1 added, that I had reafon to
believe, that if the work came ever to be
reprinted, we fhould exchange it for that
of Archbithop Uther, as we have actually
done. However, as foon as the firft part
of the Jewifth hiftory was printed off, I
took a little recefs among fome of my

X frierds
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friends in Hampthire, where I compleated
my next tafk, viz. the hiftory of the Celtes
and the Scythians, and as I had the
free ufe of feveral libraries there, 1 faved
the propriciors the charge of buying
thofe books 1 was fure to find: in, any of
them, and as foon as I found by the public
papers, that the firft volume was publifhed,
wrote a letter to put them in mind of their
promife of prefenting one of them to Sion
College library ; but I' was much furprifed
at my coming to town, to find that they
had abfolutely refolved againft it, on pre-
tence that it might hinder many clergymen
from buying it; if they could have the
reading of it there. 1 tried in vain to fore-
warn them that I thould want moft of the
fame fcarce and chargeable books, befidés
a number of others, for the writing the
fecond part of the Jewifh hiftory, in- a
fubfequent volume, in which cafe they
could not expect that I fhould again have
recourfe- to my good friend - Mr. Reading,
hut muft-of neceffity be at the expence of
buying them; they chofe to run the hazird
of it, and I téok care not to {pare them in
one -of them, when it came to the point. -
From
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From thele féw inftances, the readet miay
-eafily gukfs that the then partners were not
quite fo folicitous for the credit of :the
work, as might have been withed, don- |
fidering how well it took by this.time.
But I muft in juftice to them acquaint him,
that (befides the great difficulties they:la-
boured under to:procure proper hands.:to
go on with it;>.and for which I refer ‘him

to what:I have:faid in the dedication and
prefice to the laft volume of thie. folid edi-
“tion) they had -met with ,many uhexpediad
and confiderable lofles; -fome of -the agwudy

engaged avthidrs: for inftance: tedk: AP predt

round {ums before—hand and never  wyot

2’ liné of ‘the part they Had undertaken),
others, dven among the’ old" onigs, Wweote
théirs in fuch-a caréleﬁs duann'ﬁ'r' a8 it
to be fit to appear in’ prmt‘ when' t’Pl’é"y
came to bé -examined: bv the' reft; >end
yet were paid the famé'to' the' full as IF¥Reix
copy had pafféd mufter, thbugh the whol
was to be done again de nove; and” the ‘rée
tardmg of the work was an addltmnal'loﬁ;
to the’ prOprletors I will add, that I ‘Have
ﬁnCc known near twenty fheets of the be-
ginning of the Byzantine hiftory, done by
X 2 a ju-
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a-judicious hand, and printed off, yet con=
.demned to wafte paper chiefly becaufe it
‘was {pua to too great a length, which was
{tiill a much greater lofs. The truth is,
that the author of the Roman hiﬁory,' hav-
ing wire-drawn it to above three times the
-lengr_h it was to have been, there was an
abfolute neceffity of curtailing that of the
€onftantinopolitan emperors, to prevent
the work {welling into an enormous bulk;
-and he himfelf hath abridged it in fuch a
7eanner as bath quite marred 1t, fince the
seader will find moft reigns contained 1n
-as -many fhort paragraphs as they would
‘have required fheets, which is {fo much the
greater lofs ‘to’ the public, inafmuch as
the Roman. hiftory being {o well known,
and written by fo many hands, was the
fittet to have been thus epitomifed ;

swhereas . the Byzantlne though equally
CUrious. and mf’tl'u&we, 1s fo little known,
that it ought to have been written in a
morte  coplous manner, efpecially as it
abounds-with the moft interefting incidents
to the church.as-well as the ftate. So that

the author hath done in both refpects
- the
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the very reverfe of what he ought to have
done. o

The reader may, from the inftances above
mentioned, fuppofe perhaps, that we the au-
thors kept conftantly to our meetings and ex-
amining each part in a body, as we ufed to
do at firft fetting out, a method of the
greateft confequence towards the carrying on
fuch a work, and which the proprietors

were not wanting in generofity to promote ;
but we foon found the new comers {o averfe

to continue it, or fubmit the review of
their éoPy to the old ones, that they either
abfented themfelves from our meetings, or
elfe condefcended only to anf{wer {fuch
queftions as were ‘afked them by the old
ones concerning their fixing any point of
hiftory, which had a connecion with that
of another nation; as the Macedonians and
Greeks, for inflance, done by two or three
hands, to prevent our clathing with each
other about uncertain or controverted facts;
in every refpect, they infifted on going on
each in his own way, as they were, they
told us, fufficiently acquainted with the
{fubject they had in hand. By this means’
it-was that they indulged them{elves in the

X 3 hiberty
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liberty of going beyond their. bounds, and
{welling each part to double the bulk agreed -
on, by often repeating the fame common
fa@s in each feparate hiftory, which we
had agreed fhould be related at length but
In its proper place, whilft every other occa-
fion that offered for freth mention of them,
was to be only referred to that, either as
promxfcua to follow in the feqﬁuel or as a
reference to what hath already been faid.
For we bad from the beginning agreed
upon this method, that nothing thould be
related at length concerning the biftory of
anv nation or country, but what was tranf{-

a&ed within the boundaries of 1t; and that
the wars, conqueﬁa, &c. which were car-
ried onabroad, fhould be mentioned chiefly
in the hiftory of thofe countries where they
were made ; to do otherwife, would be, as
was hinted at the beginning of the firft vo-
lume, treating thofe conquered nations
with the fame arbitrary contempt and neg-

let as their conquerors had formerly done.
Thus, for inftance, it was refolved. that
Aléexander’s hiftory thould be confined to
Macedonia, and his other conquefts re-

ferred
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ferred to that of thofe nations he {ubdued;
that that of the Romans, fhould be con-
fined within the limits. of Italy, and their
new lawlefs acquifitions referred to the
hiftory of the Gauls, Germans, Spaniards,
Carthaginians, &c. that were to follow.
'This would at once have effeGtually cut off
all needlefs repetitions, with which the
work hath been {welled beyond its de-
figned length, without docking the hiftory
of any nation, as we have been fince forced
to do, to avoid falling into the fame fault
in which the writers of the feveral Greek
hiftories have fallen, where the reader may
fee the fame facts related over and over
in the hiftories of the Macedonians,
Athenians, Spartans, &c. not without fome
vifible and unjuftifiable variations, all which
might eafily have been avoided, had the au-
thors kept within the rules abovementioned.
But no one hath fhewn a greater difregard
to them, than the author of the Roman
hiftory, who hath {wallowed up all the
unhappy nations that fell into.thofe con-
querors clutches without diftintion, and

expatiated with the fame diffufenefs on their
hiftory without, as he hath in that within

X 4 their
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their territories, which though fome of
our readers have approved of, as it gives a
more connected hiftory of that nation, a
thing fo much the lefs needful in a work
of this extenfive nature, as we have it
written in a body by fo many different
hands, yet hath been highly difliked by the
far greater, and I may add the more judi-
cious part of them, as contrary to our plan
and engagements to the public, and to the
nature of an Univerfal Hiftory, wherein
that of every nation, fhould be found fully
difplayed, and every fact confined toits pro-
per fcene of action. It was to the neglect
of attending to, or rather keeping up to this
original defign, that we muft afcribe two
confiderable defets in the work, againft
which our readers have juftly complained.
'The one, that fome hilories, as for inftance,
that of the Carthaginians, had been fraught
with an unneceflary repetition of all their
wars with the Romans, or which had been
already fully related in the Roman hiftory,
to the {welling of the work beyond its
due limits; the other, that to avoid that
inconveniency and charge to the purchafers,
thefe of the Gauls, Germans and Spaniards

alrc



( 313 )

are truncated, and their wars with, and
reduction by the Romansare barely referred
to what hath been faid in the Roman hif-
ftory, where they are {cattered and fo inter-
{perfed with that of other nations, that it
cannot be called a regular and compleat
hiftory of them. And what is this but
abforbing all thefe brave nations by the
lump, into that of their tyrannic conquerors;
and how could I, to whofe lot the hiftory of
thofe three ancient nations fell, avoid it by

any other way, but that of recapitulating all
afrefh, in the moft compendious manner I

could, to avoid fwelling the work and re-
ferring the reader to the volume and page
of the Roman hiftory, where the faéts are
mentioned at length, And there was by
that time the more caufe to abndge all

thefe needlefs repetitions, becaufe the pur-
chafers, and after them the bookfellers, had
juftly complained, how vaftly the work was

already {welled beyond the bounds to which

we had promifed to confine it. But this was
not fo readily complied with by the reft,
who having finithed each their refpeltive
hiftories, according to the plan and me-
thod agreed upon, and mentioned above,

and
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and eitherdidnotdream that the writerof the
Roman hiftory would go contrary, or when
they found he had, did refent it too much
to fuffer their own to be truncated on
his account, infited upon their being
printed at full length,and with all their repe-
titions. And this the book{ellers were forced
to {fubmit to, for fear not only of difoblig-
ing the authors, but likewife of retarding
the regular publication of the volumes,

But what will eafily convince the reader,
as 1t hath me long fince, how much more
carneft the writer of the Roman hiftory
was to promote his own ignoble intereft,
at the expence of the proprietors as well as
the credit of the work, is, that when he
came afterwards to write the fecond part

of the hiftory of the Perfians, he hath re-
peated at length all their 'wars with the
eaftern emperors, together with all the other
facts and incidents that pafled between
them, at full lengthy inftead of referring to
what he had formerly faid in the Byzan-
tine hiftory; for this plainly fhews that the
diclets cdor lucri, more effeCtually influenced
him than all the complaints of the propri-
etors and purchafers, which laft were be-

COING
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come {o rife that we thought it neceffary to
publith {fomething by way of excufe for
this excefs of bulk, and at the fame time
to make the beft appology we could for
that and other deviations from our original
plan, without difcovering the caufes they
were owing to, which would have rather
helped to difcredit the work in the eye of
the world, which did not dream how little
unanimity there was in our proceedings,
and how impofiible it was for the beft in«
clined of us to keep fuch felfith fpirits as
were then employed, within the bounds

prefcribed. I thall now give a farther in-
- ftance of 1t, and {fuch a pregnant one, as will

convince the reader that fuch a work as
this could never be carried on fairly, and
according toour promife, notwithftanding all
our care and precaution, even in the {econd
impreflion of- the work; how much lefs
pofiible muit it have been, to have done
{o in the firft, ‘
But there was ftill a greater inconvenience
refulting from thefe repetitions, and the
monftrous bulk of the Roman hiftory, and
by that time the feventh volume was
finithed,
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finithed, the public began to think we de-
figned to {pin the work to nine or ten, for

there were flill a great number of ancient
kingdoms and countries to be defcribed, ac-

cording to our original defign, fuch as the
Mohammedan hiftory, and other nations
interwoven with it, confifting of above
twenty articles in Mr. Sale’s plan, moft of
them of {uch hard names as few readers
were acquainted with, befides the kingdoms
of the great Mogul and other parts of India,

thofe of Siam, China, Japan, Tartary,
Ruffia both in Europe and Afia, the
Turkith empire in both, and the whole
country of America; all which could hardly
be contained in lefs than two volumes at
tne leaft. However, by that time the
feventh volume was publithed, the pro-
prictors met with fo little encouragement
to go on from the purchafers, and were al-
ready fuch confiderable lofers, that they
thought fit to ftop there, and leave the
work thus maimed and imperfeét; but
what not only determined, but in fome
meafure forced them to it, was their having
the mortification {oon after, to fece their
property invadsd by three different pyratical

book{ellers
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bookfellers of Dublin, who, as they were not
at any other charge than printing and paper,
both which are much cheaper in Ireland
than here, could well enough afford it to
the public for half the price that ours fold
for at London, and unknown to each other
reprinted the work therc word for word,
two of them in folio and the third in oc-
tavo, and when each of them came to un-
derftand that the like pyracy had been
committed by the other two, fell foul
againft each other in their advertifements,
in fuch language and opprobrious names as
all three juftly deferved. As therefore fuch
a piece of flagrant injuftice could not but
greatly affeCt the original proprietors, who
were already fo confiderably lofers, it
could not be expelted that they fhould
run the manifeft hazard of throwing away
more money in purfuit of their plan.
We were therefore obliged to frame an-
other kind of excufe for their dropping
it, viz. that thofe countries and kingdoms
not {poken of in the foregoing volumes,
being of later difcovery, fuch as India,
China, &ec. in Afia, a great part of Africa,
and the new American world, they would

be.
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be more properly defcribed, and their hifto-
ries begun and continued in the modern
part, which they were however no farther
refolved to go on with, than as they found
a probabiiity of its meeting more encour-
agement than the old had hitherto done.
So that they had now time to think-on
fome proper means of {upprefling the three
pyrated impreflions as far as poflible, by
expofing them to the public as they juftly
deferved, and propofing to give the world
a new and mocre corret edition of the
whole in oftavo, together with additions
of fuch material points as had been omitted
in the former.

When this fecond impreffion came to be
refolved on, both the authors and proprie-
tors, fenfible of the many mifcarriages of
the former, for want of our following our
firft plan, did unanimoufly agree among
other things, that every one of us in the
revifing, correcting, and improving each
tur refpective parts, thould oblige ourfelves,
fo far to fti¢k clofe to it for the future,

that all the unneceffary repetitions thould
be reilcinded, and every hiftorical faét be

confined to the hiftory of that country in

which
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which it was tranfac&ted, and no where

mentioned at length but there; as the con-
quelt of Sicily 1n-the hiftory of that Ifland,

of- Carthage in that of the Republic, of
the Spaniards, Gauls, &c. in that of thofe
nations, which was the only way of mak-
Ing every one of them compleat, and at the
fame time fhorten the work, by the avoid-
ing-all needlefs repetitions. And this we
not only promifed, but bound ourfelves in
writing to perform; however to make the
point {ill more fure, as I had reafon to
doubt ‘an unanimous comphance to the
agreement from one quarter, I further pro-
pofed that no part (hould go to the prefs,

till it-had been examined and approved by
the reft. This was accordingly oppofed by
the party I {afpected under {everal {pecious
pretences, fuch as taking up too much time,
ds we lived at fome diftance from each
other, the danger of miflaying or lofing
forhe of the copy, and having now and
then fome alteration in controverted points,

all which might retard if not hinder the
worki; upon which the proprietors thought
fit to give 1t up, and to depend upon our
honour for the exa& performance of our

' agreement.
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sgreement. However, as he hath hardly

in one fingle inftance kept up to it, but

_* hath reprinted, not only his own Roman
hiftory, but feveral other parts done for-

merly by other hands, and now com-.
mitted to his care by the bookfellers,
almoft verbatim from the firft edition, to
the no fmall trouble of, and damage to the
other authors who had filled up thefe un-
neceflary chafms in their refpetive parts,
which he fhould have ftruck out of his
-own, and have been fince obliged to erafe
all thofe additions; he hath {fufficiently
convinced every one of us what his views
were in {o ftrenuoufly oppofing my propo-
fal, and confequently how impofiible it is
for fuch a defign as this to be rightly ex-
ecuted, unlefs the whole care and revifal
be left to one fingle perfon of ability equal
toit. The thing is now paft all remedy
with refpect to this fecond edition, though
it may be eafily retified in every re-
{pelt in a future one, if any {fuch may ever
find encouragement. But the wrong done
to the public in this fecond, is the more .
confiderable, through the unfairnefs of the
author above mentioned, in as much as,

though
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though he is the only one concerned, that
hath not complied with our articles, he has
by his fubdulous artifice had the far greater
fhare in the work committed to him.
And I think I have the greater right to
complain of his breach of promife, and the
difcredit he hath brought onusand the work,
as I can make it appear that neither in the
firft nor fecond edition, I have ever departed
from our original plan, in any of thofe parts
I have been engaged in, nor infertéd any
thing in them except by way of promiflum
or reference, that properly belonged to an-
other. And for the truth of this I fhall

only appeal to thefe parts, a lift of which I
fhall, in juftice to my own charaéter, now
give to the reader,

1. The Jewifh hiftory, from Abraham, to
the Babylonith captivity.
2. The hiftory of the Celtes and Scythians.

3. The ancient hiftory of Greece, or the
fabulous and heroic times. ~

4. The fequel of the Jewith hiftory, from
the return from Babylon, to the deftruction
of Jerufalem by Titus.

5. The hiftory of the ancient Empires of
Nice and Trebizon.

Y 6. The
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6. The hiftory of the ancient Spaniards,

<. Of the Gaals.

8. Of the ancient Germans.

In the fecond edition, wherein we endea=
voured to fupply all the material omiffions
in the firft, the following parts came to
my fhare, viz. .
1. The fequel of the Theban, ‘and Corin-.
thian hiftory. - i
2. The Retreat of Xenophon.

2. The continuation of the Jewith hiftory,

- §rcersa, FoeeesFrom the deftrucion of Jerufalem by Titus,
heas, fom /..f.'-”:.j ,.to this prefent time.

A, ~ 'l cr

I
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I muft here obferve with refpe to the laft
of thefe, that it had been promifed in our
plan from the very beginning, but had been
deferred, as more properly belonging to the

modern hiftory; upon which feveral of our
fubfcribers and correfpondents complained
of the omiffion, asit is a fubje@® not only

. /&fo 72, curious and inftructive, but likewife little

known, and therefore much wanted ; upon
which we had agreed to fatisfy their de-
mand, and to have inferted it at the end
of the fecond part of the Jewith or the
Roman hiftory, and 1 had accordingly pre-
pared it for the prefs againft that time, and

beftowed
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beftowed full fix months in the writing of

it, befides what I had fpent before in col-
lecting fuch curious materials as fell in my

way; fo that the copy, which will make
about fifteen or fixteen fheets of the ottavo
edition, hath been a good while - in the
hands of the proprietors, and as I had
reafon to expet, would have been printed
before now in the fifteenth or fixteenth
volume, of which I had apprifed feveral of
my correfpondents, as well as thofe of my
acquaintance who enquired after it. But to
- my furprife, the proprietors have fince de-
termined to poﬂpone it till the Modern
Hiftory comes out, as it brings the hlf’cory of
the Jewith nation down to the prefent time,
which no other in the werk doth, and can
have no place in the Antient. But the real
caufe was the want of room, the work
being like to {well beyond the number of
volumes promifed in their propofals,
The truth is they being in fome meafure
obliged to inciude it within the compafs of
twenty, or at moft twenty-one volumes,
in order to fupprefs the pyratical Irifh edi-
tion (which was promifed to be contained

Y 2 within
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within that number, though without dny
probability (or perhaps defign) of their fo
doing, if one may guefs by the bulk
of each of thofe volumes that “have
been publithed) there was a neceffity of
reducing matters within a narrower com-
pafs.. And this upon a ftri¢t computation
might have been eafily done, notwithftand-
ing the feveral additions that were to be
made to the work, had all the needlefs
repetitions been refcinded, the ftyle made
more concife, and a great number of fuper-
fluous falts, circumftances, difquifitions,
and controverfies, moft of them ufelefs and
incompatible with the nature of fo ex-
tenfive a work, been ftruck out of both
the text and notes, as we had agreed fhould

be done by every one in his refpeCtive
parts, and hath been atually done by all
but one, and him the perfon who had the
largeft thare in the revifing and contralting
of the work; fo that through his neglect
and noncompliance, the work hath {welled
not only much beyond our computation,
but would have done much more fo, had
not the proprietors from a laudable defire

of - kecpmg up as much as could poflibly
be
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be done to the firft propofals, not only
generoufly thrown in five or fix fheets ex-
traordinary into. every volume, but likewife
enlarged every page both in the length
and numiber of the lines, by which. each
volume from the fourth downwards, may
be juftly faid to contain between fix or
feven iheets more of matter than was origi-
nally propofed, or than the third or fourth
contained; . And this I am bound to men-
tion in juftice to-them, becaufe though
they were confiderable lofers by the firft -
edition, they yet chofe to put themfelves to
this extraordinary expence, rather than in-
cur the charge of impofing upan the public,
by the unexpefted addition of three or four
volumes more than they had engaged to
comprife the whole work in. However, I
cannot but be forry that thefe confiderations
fhould be looked upon as a fufficinet pretext

for their fupprefling that fequel of the
Jewith hiftery I have been fpeaking of,

contrary to the original plan of the work,
and the expe@ation of fo many of its en-
couragers. “And I do purpofely take notice
of it, that in cafe I can not prevail upon

them to print it at the end of the work,
Y 3 and
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and leave it at the option of fubfcribers,
either to buy or leave it, the public may

know where the fault lies, and that my
friends may not lay it at my door.

Thus much may fuffice for the {nﬁory of:
this work, and to account for the great
1mperfe6hons of the firft edition, and for
the fecond not turning out better than it
hath; and I doubt not, when the reader
confiders all thefe things he will be apt
rather to wonder, as I have often done,
that it is come out fo well as itis. T have
no intention, muchlefsanycaufe tareflet on
the proprietors of the work, efpecially thofe
who are became {o fince the deaths or failure
of moft of the old ones. They have fpared
neither pains nor coft towards its improve-
ment, nor been wanting in generofity to
the authors. They nevér once difputed
with me about the price I fet upon my la-
bour, nor refufed to fupply me with fuch:
fums as I drew uponthem for. This is indeed
more than I can or ought to fay of the old
fet of them, fome of whom often put us

to great difficulties by their fordidnefs and
mutual jealoufies and mifunderftandings, all

which I with pleafure obferved to vanifh
| - upon
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upon the commg in of this néw fet, It i¢

ttue thatas farasrelated to'me, they always
foundmie diligent 4nd pun@ual; I performed

the parts T undertook to the beft of my abi-
hty, 4and being content with a moderate
gaif, could beftowthe moré time and labour

- 4

upon them, and aIWays took care to have
thern finithed at the tite required ; and fo
Wholly, and I may add cordially, was I in-
tent upon the work in general, that I would
never engage in any “other whilt that lafted.

And this they were fo far fatisfied of, and
fo entlrcly relied on me, that whether in
town or country, I have been allowed to
drawn upon Mr, Millar, for {ofne fcores of
pounds !;efore hind, which were punctu-
aﬁy anfwered by him, though neither he
nor any of the partners, -ever faw any of

my copy till it went to-the prefs; and when
printed off paid the furplus with uncom-

mon' générofity, for I always took care to
keep within compafs. This may look like
vanity for me to fay of myfelf, but as it
will not be made public till after my death,
when I fhall bé out of the way' of reaping
any fatlf’aéhon from it, but the confciouf-
néfs of having’' a&ed an honelt part; and

Y 4 as
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as this hath been my conftant-method with
all the bookfellers with whom I have been
concerned, and for this I dare appeal to all
who have employed me, I am the lefs fcru-
pulous about any finifter conflruion a-
cenforious reader may put upon it; thofe_
who have known me and my converfart_lgq;
far much above thefe twenty years, with
I hope pafs a more candid Judgment upan
it.

However, with refpe to the management

of the partners about this fecond edition,
I cannot but obferve that they were gmlty.j

of two fatal errors. The firft in com-
mitting fo great a fhare of the work; as

 well as the revifal of the whole to a man,'

who they | had all reafon to beheve auned:
chiefly at gain and difpatch, and to agree
with him by the lump as they did, ‘which
would only prove a temptation to him
to hurry it off as faft as he could, and as he
accordingly did, to their no fmall mortifica-
tion, as well as hurt to themfelves and the
work. I might add, that as he was and
owned himfelf quite unacquainted with
the eaftern languages, he was the moft
unqualified for feveral parts that fell to

his
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his lot of any and if care had not
been taken would have -committed fuch
miftakes in .the very ; fpelling of pro-
per names, -as- would : quite - havc dif-
credited it. , |

The other was thelr engagmg to pubhﬁl
a volume monshly, and beginning to pub-
lith before they had.a fufficient number
ready printed before hand, to have enabled
‘them to keep up to their time; the want
of which precaution hath fince obliged
them to have feveral volumes on:the anvill
at different prefles.at once, .and to be dif-
patched with fuch precipitation that the
compofitors have overlooked many . litteral
errors which.had been corrected by the
authors, and which is {till worfe, this hath
likewife made it impoffible for us to make
the: proper and.neceflary references from
ane volumetgthe other as they were printed
at the fame time, and not regularly one after
another, as they fhould have done, fo that
in fome cafes we could hardly refer to
the volume much lefs to the page; but

the reader will find many inftances of this
laft,

I fhall



{ 330 )

I fhall now give {ome few ufeful hints
how this work may be made compleat in
a fature edition by one finglé hand; if
equal to the tatk; firft; let whoever undét-
takes it read it all over again aftentively
and regularly, one volume after dnother;
and as he reads, common-place every thing,:
perfon, -fa@, &ec. as if he defigned it for a:
compleat and. copious index. Let him not.
depend upon that general one which is
ready made to his hand, at the end of the
work, and where all thefe needlefs. repeti-
tions, inconfiftences, and contradictions may.
be artfully omitted - or concealed, but
cither make a full and exact one de 7000;
or at leaft confult the¢ printed one upom
every point he reads over, and mark down:
every fuch omiffion or concealmient; though
were it my cafe I thould rather prefer the
former, becaufe there will be the lefs labour
loft, as it will ftand ready for fuch when the
work comes to be reprinted, and he wilthave
afterwards nothing to do but add the printed
pages fo every article as' they come -in
courfe, only if it fhould be deemed too full,

he may ftrike out afterwards fuch as ap-
pear of lefs moment, But he will find

this
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this fingular benefit by fuch an exalt com-
mon-placing of every thing, that it will
difcover to him at once every needlefs re-
petition, every inconfiftency and contra-
diction 3s he reads on;, which he may at
the fame time mark down in the margin
of the book, in order ta corre&t them on
the fecond reading, : He may. then fet
down likewife in the margin, the volume
-and page where the fame thing is told be-
fore, where it is differently related: or fet
m a different light, and in cafes that admit
a difpute, by confulting the original au-
thors, be able to judge which is right or

moft probable. Thus for inftance, when
he finds the very fame fa&s related in the
hiftories of Sicily, Rome and Carthage, he
will eafily know where: they ought to: have
been fet down at length, namely, where
the fcene of action happencd, 4nd where
only to be referred to it, viz. in the other
two. So that whatever either the Romans
or Carthaginians tranfacted in Sicily, thould
be only promifed or referred to .in their
hiftory, and only related at full length in
that of the Sicilians; and fo of the reft.
He will likewife by fuch an index find

ouf
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out where any falts or tranfations have
been differently related or reprefented by
each of their writers, who muft of courfe
be fuppofed, and will upon trial be found
to clafh often, for want of frequently con=
ferring with each other, or duly confult-
ing and examining, or perhaps fome times
of rightly underitanding the original authors
they pretend to follow.

By this means he will likewife be able to
difcover many facts related in one place,
which more properly belong to, or might
be more conveniently transferred -to an-
other, and place them fo accordingly in
his marginal notes, By that time he hath
common-placed the whole fet of volumes,
he will be likewife able to di{cover every
material omiffion under every article, either
from his own memory and reading, or by
turning to the index of {uch books as treat

of the fame fubject, and be able to fupply
every fuch defe&t from them. Thus in
the articles of nations, as Jews, Egyptians,
Romans, .&c. or of cities, as Jerufalem,
Alexandria, Rome, &c. if he finds any
thing material, which not being in his
common-place book, makes -him conclude
- it
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it was omitted in the work, he will like-
wife. eafily fupply from thofe authors and
their indexes, and the fame may be done
by the articles of names of kingdoms,

provinces, monarchs, &c. by furnifhing
himfelf with the beft modern authors who

have wrote of them, and fupplying each
with every thing he finds wanting in his
own common-place book, as well as ex~
change fome lefs material trifles that are
in this, for more momentous ones he will
find in them, all which may be done with
little trouble, and he will ftill referve to
_ himfelf the liberty of the difference in con-
troverted points he will meet with among
thofe moderns, by having recoufe to the

original ones; for he muft make it a ftand-
ing rule to himfelf, not to rely on the for-

mer which are more copious than exa,
without confulting the latter, and where
thofe differ among themfelves as they often
do, to ufe all proper helps either to recon-
cile them, or to chufe the more probable
fide.
"This would have been the method I thould
have taken, had I had any fhare in the
reviling any other but my own particu-
lar
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lar-parts in the work; tho’ I muft fiill have
thought it too much for any one to have
revifed the whole, and thould have thought
it neceflary to have imparted the above
mentioned rules to the reft, in order to have
enabled them tohave rectified every miftake,
contraft, and jarring, between their parts.
For as I knew that all the hopes of the
proprietors, was in a fecond, and more
corre&t edition, to reimburfe the lofies they
had fuftained by the firft; I had their con-
fent to compofe the index to each of the
volumes, (the firft excepted, which was
done by the fame hand that wrote the
Roman hiftory, and juftly condemned for
its unneceffary length and verbofity) by
which I could obferve as I read along, and
marked in the margin of the leaves, every
needlefs repetition, {uperfluity, contrariety,
omiffion, tranfpofition, &c. that would be
neceflary to make the next impreflion
more compleat, efpecially when I came to
make the general one to the whole; and
was the better inabled by it, to refcind-and
alter what I found amifs or fuperfluous in
thofe parts that came more immediately

under my care, though I have had fince
reafon
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reafon to think I have gone too far in it,
and out of complaifance to the proprietors,
who complained that my Jewith hiftory
was too diffufe for.a work of this nature,
have been prevailed on to firike opt in
this_fecond edition many curious things,
which I have fince found had been very
well liked and approved of in the firft.
But without fuch refcifions it was impof-
ble to bring the whole within the com-
pafs propofed, efpecially as they were {0
much negle&ted in feveral other parts of
the work, which would at leaft as conve-
niently admit of them, f{uch as the Dyna-
ftes of the Egyptians, the hiftory of Perfia
from the oriental writers, and many other
{fuch fabulous abfurdities. However, I can-
not accufe myfelf of having {upprefled any
thing that was of moment in that hiftory;
though feveral perhaps, and to my no {mall
regret, which would have been acceptable
to the curious in that kind of learning.  As
for all the other parts within my province,
I have rather enlarged and improved them
with new proofs, obfervations and curious
additions, as may be eafily found by com-
paring the two editions together.

With



( 336 )

With relation to the defiderata in both
editions, I cannot forbear taking notice that
the ancient hiftory of the northern nations,
{uch as Mofcovy, Poland, Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, &c. hath been altogether
omitted except fome few hints that have
been given in that of the Scythians and
Celtes, intimating only that the former
were originally defcended from the latter.
It is indeed commonly believed that . thefe
remote nations have no records of their
ancient times, butl had a fingular oppor-.
tunity of being convinced of the contrary,
by a learned gentleman who was a ‘pro-
feflor of hiftory, &c. in the univerfity of
Abbo in' Norway, but came to London
moftly every {ummer as an agent from the
king of Sweden, and among other new
books, ufed to buy feveral fetts of the Uni-
verfal Hiftory for that Prince, for count

Coningfegg, and other great perfons in that
kingdom, This gentleman having ex-
prefled a defire to Mr. Symors his book-
feller, and one of the proprietors, of con-
verfing with one of the authors, particu-
larly with that of the Jewith hiftory, we
{oon came acquainted together, and upon

my
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my enqumncr of him after fuch records or
monuments of thofe northern nations on

which ong might compile their ancient hif-
tory, gave ine fuch a fatisfaCtory account,
as made me' perfuade Mr. Symon, and the
other partners, to engage him to undertake
it, which' ke; with fome difficulty, agreed to
do, notWﬂhﬁandlng his other avocations.
I had the pleafure of feeing. him every
time he came to London, and to. hédr
Kow well he proceeded in the work; and
accordlngly in about three years he brought
a large and claborate account of all the
northern nations and countries, their origin,
ancient {ettlements, hiftory, &c. with
many’ curious obfervations on their geogra-
phy, nataral hiftory, and the whole backed
with fuch good authorities ‘and proofs, as
one would hardly have expefted from fuch
barren climes, and was récommended by
{feveral of the moft learned men in Swe-
den and Norway, who had the perufal,
or even contributed to fome part or other
of it.
This chapter, which, accordmg to our ori-
ginal plan, was to have preceded the ir-

ruption of the Huns, Goths, Vandals, Suevi
Z and
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and into the fouthern parts of Europe,
would have given a much better and clearer
account of thefe barbarous nations, than
that which hath been given in the hiftory
of their new - fettlements in Hungary,
Italy, France, Spain, &c. The misfortune
was, that it proved too bulky (though no-
thing could be faid to be fuperfluous or
impertinent in it) it being computed to
amount to above f{eventy folio fheets, for
which they could not find room, our work
being already {wolen vaftly beyond its bulk;
{o that Dr. Sidenius, that was the learned
author’s name, had the mortification of
having that curious part refufed by the
proprictors, and returned upon his hands,
the old ones, as Mefs. Symon and Batley,
being dead, and the reft, except Mr. Of-
borne in Grays-Inn, being gone off, and the
new  ones not looking upon themfelves
concerned in the agreement. And this I
mention with no {mall regret, becaufe it
was a confiderable lofs to the learned world,
as well as to the author, and fuch as I much
fear will hardly be ever recovered.
In the interval between the conclufion of
the firft, and the refolution of printing the
{econd,
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fecond, I was invited into a fhare of the
new Syftem of Geography, in which though
the Public found juft fault with the extra-
vagant length of that which related to
Great Britain and Ireland, I yet found the
authors concerned in it, fo well qualified
for the work, fo communicative and punc-

tual in their regular meetings once a fort-
night, that I readily came into it, and found

with pleafure the work carried on with
more unanimity, exatnefs, and to the fatif-
faGtion of the proprietors, as well as of
the public. 'The parts 1 did in that work
were thofe that follow. 1. Spain, Portugal

and the iflands belonging to them. 2. Italy,
Savoy, Piedmont, and the iflands of Sicily,

Sardinia, Corfica, &c. 3. Mulcovy both
in Europe and Afia. 4. Turky in Afia.
5. In Afia, China, Japan, Jetzo, and the
iflands along thofe coafts, particularly that
of Formofa, which part I chofe, that I
might take occafion publickly to acknow-
ledge, as it were by a third hand, the falf-
hood and impofture of my former account.
of that ifland. 6. In Africa, the king-
doms of Egypt, Abyflinia, Lybia, Barbary,
Tripol;, Tunis, Morocco, Fez, with an

A account
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account of the Mediterranean Sea, and the
famed river of Sanaga. 7. The Azores
iflands. 8. In America, the countries of
Brafil, Magellan, Terra del Fuego, Canada,
Louifiana, and the Bahamas and Bermudas
#lands. And by the time I had concluded
thefe laft, I was called upon_to prepare my
refpective parts of the Univerfal Hiftory,
for the fecond impreffion mentioned above.

I have however found fufficient reafon to
complin of the wrong management of
this work in feveral refpects, though other-
wife carried on with greater exa&nefs and
unanimity than that of the Univerfal Hif~
tory, and I fhall now take the liberty of
mentioning fome of the moft confiderable
ones, becaufe they have been the caufe of
{fome unavoidable errors and blunders, not
only in the two above mentioned works,
but in moft others that have been publifhed
in the fame or near the fame way. The
firft is the authors being tied to produce
fuch a number of fheets in {o fhort a time
as is almoft incompatible with their defire,
if any fuch they have, of performing thetr
refpective parts with any exaltnefs; for,

though the publithers feldom fail of ac-
quainting
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quainting the public that the work is either
already, or pretty near finithed and ready
for the prefs, fo that there i1s no danger of
its meeting with any delay or impediment,
yet that is feldom 1if ever the cafe, and
with refpet to the works I am {peaking
of, I found it quite the reverfe, and that
they have frequently been fent to the prefs,
under the promife of being regularly pub-
lithed, by fucha number of {heetsevery week
or month, when {carcely a fourth part of it
was writte. So that, to prevent the retard-
ing of the work, they have been obliged to
call in for new helps, whom they have
obliged to engage to perform their part in
lefs than half the time, that it would have
reafonably required; confidering that they
not only had it all to begin and gb through
in that fhort fpace, as was the cafe in this

new Syftem of Geography, but that fome of
them were likewife engaged in fome other
work, between which and this, they were
forced to divide their time and diligence, -
though either of them did more than re-
quire it all; and how could it be poftible
for either to be performed as it ought?

7z 2 Anothér
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Another mifmanagement from the be-
ginning was, the interlarding every fourth
or fifth number with a fet of maps which
indeed gave fome breathing time to the

authors, but then it confined them to re-
ceive all their direGtions concerning the

limits, fituation, longitude, latitude, dif-
tances, &c. from thofe maps, which being
fuch as the engraver rather than the au-
thors had made choice of, as the moft au-
thentic in his opinion, were not always {o
judicioufly chofen as could have been
wifhed. This made many errors remedi-
lefs and irretrievable, becaufe the greateft
part of thofe maps had been publifhed. in
fuch numbers, feveral months before the
authors were called upon to begin the
geography of thofe countries. This 1
often complained of to the proprietors
from the beginning, both as a great over-~
ficht and a hardfhip upon the authors, who,
inftead of being allowed to dire¢t the en~
oraver in the choice or compiling of them,
were obliged to follow him implicitly, and
often contrary to their own opinion and
liking, in thofe which he had thought fit
to pitch upon for our guide. Thus in the

map
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map of Japan, for inftance, the land of
Jetzo is affirmed to be the fame with Cum-
{chatta, though contrary to fact, it not
being {fo much as part of it, I might add
likewife, that thofe maps confined us to the
orthography of places, though very often
erroneous, or being of foreign extra&, con-
veyed a wrong found of the name to an
Englith ear.
But the moft confiderable mi{management
was in the choice of fuch printers as bore
indeed the greateft {way and intereft, and
who confequently had fuch a glut of bufi-
nefs, that every thing was difpatched with
the utmoft hurry and precipitation, inorder'to.
keep up to their time. This never failed
caufing a great deal of confufion and in-
corre@nefs in the printing, particularly in
the othography of proper names, and giv-
ing the authors a great deal of trouble in
correcting the proofs, which, however, was
but too often of no {ervice, through the
hurry the compofitors were in, which made
them overlook and often neglect thofe cor-
retions, It frequently happened likewife,
that they required fuqh a quick difpatch of
the author, in correcting the fheets, that

' Z 4 they
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they had not time enough to read them.
over with that carefulnefs they would
otherwife have done; fo that they them-
felves could not avoid overlooking even
fome material errors in the fpelling, but
moft chiefly in the numbers and figures,
As for me, 1t being my conftant rule not
to be engaged in two works at once, I
never would let a proof go out of my:
hands, without a fecond, and, in fome cafes,
a third reading, but I have often found
that I might as well have faved myfelf that
labour, fince the corretors or compofitors
had not time enough left to make the pro-
per emendations, and f{ometimes have
fent the fheet to the prefs before the proof
hath been returned.
To prevent this unfair dcahng, as I may
juftly call it, or at leaft to lay thie blame at
the right door, I had taken a method
of infifting upon having two proofs, of each
{heet, {ent me from the prefs; under pre-
tence of keeping one of them by me, to
refer to when it was requifite, but in fack
by correGing both proofs alike in the mar-
gin, to be able to produce that which I
kept by me, againft both the compofitor,
and
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and corrector, when ever they were guilty
of any fuch neglet. But as foon as my
defign was found out by them, fome plau-
fible excufes were made, for not continu-
ing to fend duplicates, and I was forced to

give up that point, unlefs I had a mind to
difoblige ‘the very mafter printers, who
were fome of the richeft, and bore the
greateft {way with the proprietors, and had
already deprived us, under the pretence of
difpatch, of the privelege of revifing our
copy, after our firft correction. This laft
indeed was denied us, on account of the
unreafonable trouble, which one of the
authors too frequently gave them, in thofe
revifes at the firft {etting out; who did
often require three or four of them,-
and every one loaded with pew, and
moftly needlefs alterations, which took up
{o much of the compofitors time that they
were obliged to complain of it. This was,
though true with refpedt to one author,
but a poor pretence for depriving the reft
of the liberty of one fingle revife, which they
chiefly infifted on, not fo much to make
any neceffary alterations, as only to be

fatisfied that none of their corre&ions were
| over-
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overlooked. However, the point was over-~
ruled by the printers; and that material
check being taken off from the compofitors,
the literal errors multiplied fo faft upon us,
efpecially in the words and quotations out
of the eaftern languages, that we were
obliged to take notice only of fuch as were
of the greatet moment in the table of
errata of the firft edition, and to curtail as
many of thofe foreign words as we could
in the fecond, efpecially thofe of the Arabic,
Hebrew, and Syriac kind.

Thefe are fome of the principal caufes of
that incorre@nefs which commonly, I had
almoft faid unavoidably, happen in thefe
kinds of works, let an author be ever fo
defirous and careful to avoid them, unlefs
he hath f{o great a fway over the printers,
that they dare not refufe him the hiberty of
revifing his own work as often as he {ees

it needful. And the leaft that he can infif¥
on, for his own credit and fatisfation, 1s a

revifal of every proof after it hath been

correCted by him.
I did take occafion to mention a little higher
the wrong information which Mr. Palmer

gave me concerning Bifhop Hare’s Metricak
Pfalter,
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Pfalter, which was, unknown tome, put inte
Mr. Bowyer’s hands to print, whilft I was
writing the firft part of the Jewifh hiftory,
and as there had elapfed feveral years be-
tween the time, 1n which Mr. Palmer was
applied to by Dr. Wathburn, and that of
my becoming in courfe to write on the fub-
je& of the Hebrew poetry, which had
confirmed me in the opinion that the
bithop’s defign wasquite {et afide; I madeno
difficolty to affirm after the generality of the
learned writers on that {ubje, that the metre
of the Hebrew Pfalms and other poetical
pieces in the Old Teftament, was looked

upon as irretrievably loft, notwithftanding’
the efforts of {fome, and the pretences of

others, who vainly imagined they had or
were In the way of recovering it. I backed
my opinion with fome new arguments
" which had occurred to me during my fruit-
lefs fearch after it, and which appeared to

me to carry no fmall force. This part,
which was contained in the ninth number

of the firft volume, was fcarcely publifhed,
before the bithop’s Pfalter came out. It

may be eafily imagined that my curiofity
would not permit me to be long without

examining
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examining that performance, which feemed
to overthrow all that I had faid on that fub-
je&t, and fadly was I vexed that my part
was publithed before I had feen this un-
expedted piece. Had I dreamed of any.
-{fuch being {o near coming out, I would
doubtlefs have f{upprefled mine till .I had
thereby examined it. What furprifed me’
moft, and made me entertain fome higher.
notion of thatenterprize, was the long inter-
.val which had paffed between the time of
its being finithed and offered to Mr. Pal-
mer, and that of its being publithed, which

I reckon to have been about fix or feven
years, and which I therefore fuppofed the

bithop and his learned friend Dr. W R
had {pent in the revifing and polithing it ;
but, upon f{iri¢ter enquiry, 1 found the
caufe of that delay tc have been of a
different nature, and was as follows. :
His lordfhip had excepted againft Mr. Pal-

mer's Hebrew types, which were of
Athias’s font, and a little battered, and in-
fifted upon his having a new {ett from Mr,

Caflon, which greatly exceeded it in beauty.
But Mr. Palmer was {o deep in debt

to him, that he knew not well how to
procure




( 349 )

procure it from him without ready money,
which he was not able to fpare. The
bithop likewife infifted upon having fome
Roman and Italic types caft with fome
diftinguifhing mark, to direct his readers'to
the Hebrew letters they were defigned to
aaner, and thefe required a new fett of
punches and-matrices before they could be
caft, and that would have delayed the work,
which Mr, Palmer was in hafte to go.
about, that he might the {ooner finger {ome
of his lordthip’s money. This put him
upon fuch- an unfair ftratagem, which
when difcovered, <quite difgufted his
~ lordthip againft him, viz. reprefenting
‘Mr. Callon as an idle, dilatory work-
man, who would in all probability make
them wait feveral years for thofe few types,
if ever he finithed them. That he was in-
deed the only artit that could fupply him.
with thofe types, but that he hated work,
and was not to be depended upon, and
therefore advifed his lordfhip to make
{hift with fome fort which he could fubfti--
tute, and would- anfwer the {fame purpofe,
rather than run the rifk of ftaying fo long,
and being perhaps difappointed. The
bithop
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bithop, however, being refolved, if poffible,
to have the defired types, fent for Mr.
Bowyer, and afked him whether he knew a
letter founder that could caft him {uch a
fett out of hand, who immediately recom-
mended Mr. Caflon ; and, being told what
a fad and difadvantageous character he had
heard of him, Mr, Bowyer not only affured

his lordfhip that it was a very falfe and un-

juft one, and engaged to get the above-
mentioned types caft by him, and a new
font of his Hebrew ones, in as fhort
a time as the thing could poflibly be
done. Mr. Caflon was accordingly fent for
by his lordthip, and having made him
fenfible of the time the new ones would-
require to be made ready for ufe, did pro-
duce them according to his promife, and
the book was foon after put to the prefs;
and this it was that had fo long retarded its
publication.
I was not long without it, and muft own
that his preface, in which his lordthip con-
futed, with uncommon learningand keenefs,
all the {yftems that hitherto appeared in
public, raifed my expe&ation to a high de-
gree. For if the metie of the facred book
could
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could but be {uppofed to come up to the
loftinefs .and dignity of the thoughts and
expreflions, (and who could ever -have
doubted of it, that confiders how much
greater gemus the latter requires than. the
former?) it muft I thought have greatly ex-
celled that of Homer and Virgil. But
how - great was my furprife, when upon
reading on I found that his lordfhip had
reduced itto a poor low, crawling humdrum,
bitony of trochaics and iambics, or wice
verfa as the reader pleafed, and into which
he might with eafe, and with much lefs

than half the variations, maiming and dif-
tortion of the text, have reduced any com-

mon profe out of any language! How
much more f{lill to find in almoft every
line, words, and fometimes whole verfes
mutilated, firetched out or lopped off,
tran{pofed or exchanged ad libitum, in
order to bring them to his ill contrived
ftandard! To hear alearned prelate, with all
the {ceming gravity imaginable, affirm that
the Hebrew poetry, (which by the way
was arrived to fuch prodigious heights,
with refpet to the grandeur and loftinefs

of its figures and imagery, even {o early as
Mofes’s
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Mofes’s time) was even fo low as in Dawd"
time, fo crude, imperfe@® and vague, as
not to have fo much as a deternyinate dif:
ference between long and fhort fyllables,
efpecially confidering to what a heighth of
perfe&ion that monarch had improved the
art .of mufic; and, what s ftill miore furs
prifing:than all the reft, to fee his lordthip;
m confequence of this his low conceit of the
Hebrew poetry, take {uch pains to -marr;
defice, and deftroy fome of the moft fur-
prifing lofty and complicated figures and
alluﬁqns tn that facred book, and fuch as
far excel all that is to be met with in the
Greek and Latin poets. But for thefe I
maoft refer the reader to what I have ob-
ferved of the Hebrew poetry, and on
that abfurd pﬂrformancu, in the Univerfal
}uiftory (fee vol. iv. of folio edition p. 710
& fe9. and notes, and in the o&avo one,
vol. x. p. 202 & fz9. and note (E). The
cccafion of my being obliged to make thofe
animadverfions on it, was as follows.

I was fo fhocked at the freedom. which
that prelate toock to depreciate, muti-

late and vilify fo fublime a fet of the

nobleft and moft divine poems,-that I
thoug’ht
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thought myfelf obliged to write againft
him, and to expofe, as they deferved, all
his unfair criticifms on 1it, all his forced
emendations, and, above all, the abfurdity
of his new-difcovered metre; but withal,
in fuch a refpectful manner, as was due to
a perfon of his charater. And in order
to that, retired for three months into
Surry and Hampthire, where I had an op-
portunity to confult, upon proper occafions,
fome of my friends, who were no ftran-
gers to that kind of learning. I found
the tatk the lefs difficult, as I prefently fell
in among fome of them, who not only
condemned his performance, but had raifed
already fome wvery material objections
againtt it, which they readily communi-
cated to me as {oon as they were apprlfed
of my defign. One of them among the
reft had (by way of expofing his lord-
{hip’s contemptible metre) reduced the
Englith Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Ten Com-
mandments, and the Te Dewm, into the
{fame crawling meafure; whilft I, who
wholly contined myfelt to the Hebrew,
had already done the fame by the firft
chapter of Genefis, and the laft chapter of

A a Mala-
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Malachi, both which I had likewife
turned into the fame dull verfe, without
half the deviations from the text, which
his lordfhip had been forced to make in al-
moft every Plalm. Some of his very
pretended emendations proved fuch, that
the frequency of them direted me to
the dj{covery of a more elegant metre than
he had ever dreamed of, and which con-
vinced me, as they have fince many more
Hebraifts, that there was in the metre of
the Pfalms, not only a real and fettled
diftinction between the long and the
thort fyllables, but thiat two of the latter
were equivalent, 1n the conftituting of -a
foot or verfe, to one of the former; fo
that they had at leaft three different kinds
of feet, viz. long monofyllables, bifyl.
lables, confifting of two long, and trifylia.
bles, confifting of two fhort and one long,
or vice verfa ; but which in the metre an-
{wered to a {pondee, or two tong {yllables,
Of this 1 gave {o many inftances, as
made me think, caontrary to what 1 had
done till then, that the Hebrew metre was
not fo irrecoverably loft as I had imagined,
and that a little more application than I

had
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had time then, or have had fince to beftow
upon it; might go near to recover moft, if
not all, the various kinds of it.

However, 4s foon as I had finithed what I,

and fome of my friends. as well as I,

thought a .fufficient confutation of the
bithop’s performance, and in the fame, tho’

not fo florid and elegant a Latin, I fent to
defire one of my bookfellers to enquire of
Mr. Bowyer, whether the new types, caft
for his lordthip, were ftill in his pof=
{eflion ? and whether I might be permitted
the ufe of them, in the anfwer I had pre=~
pared for the prefs ? I was an{wered in the
affirmative 3 but one bookfeller took it
into his head to afk at the fame time, what
number of copies his lordfhip had caufed
to be printed of his Pfalter? and was an-
{fwered only five hundred; one half of which
had been prefented by his Lordthip to

his learned friends, both in and out of

England, and moft of the reft were ftill
unfold, there being but few among the
learned, that were curious in fuch matters;

the performance having been difapproved
by all that had feen it. This news fo cooled

the bookfellers eagernefs after my anfwer,
A az2 that,
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that, upon my coming to town, and their
acquainting me with the {tate of the cafe,
I was quite difcouraged from printing it.:
For they concluded from what Mr. Bowyer
had faid, that it would be dangerous to print
above three hundred of mine, the charge
of which being deducted, the profit,
upon a fuppofition that they were all fold,
would be fo {mall, that they could not af-
ford me above two or three guineas for my
copy (which would have made about feven
or eight fheets of a middling o&tavo) with-
out being lofers. This was their way of
computing the matter, again{t which hav-
ing nothing to objedt, I locked up the pa-
pers in my cabinet, where they have lain
ever fince. They did indeed offer me better
terms, and to print a greater number of
copies, if I would be at the trouble of print-
ing it in Englifh, which they thought would
be more umverfally read, out of diflike to
the bithop; but, befides that I cared not
to be at the pains of Englifhing it, I thought
it below the {ubjet to print it in any other
language, but that in which his was wrote,
and {o wholly declined it.

I lodged then with the curate of the

parith,
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parith *, who, upon my coming from
Hampfhire, told me the following ftory,
which I give on his authority, for I
never enquired farther into it~—That his
reCtor, the reverend Dr. Nichols, acquaint-
ed the bifhop, that he had a gentleman in
his parith, who defigned fhortly to publith a
confutation of his Hebrew metre. Thebithop
afked whether he was equal to the tafk? and
was anfwered, that he was thought {o by all
that knew him, and that he was the perfon.
who had wrote the Jewith hiftory, wherein
he had given a greater character of the He-

brew poetry than his lordfhip feemed to
do in his book, and that he was one of the

perfons concerned in the writing of the
Univerfal Hiftory. The bithop then atked his
name, and being told that he called him(elf
Pfalmanazar, exprefled himfelf with fome
warmth to the company, that there was
never a Jew of them all that underftood
any thing of Hebrew, much lefs of the
facred poetry; and being told that I was no

Jew, butin all appearance an honeft and
firi& churchman, who would doubtlefs

ufe his lordfhip with the refpect due to
* St Luke’s, Old-ftreet,
his
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his charaéter; he appeared a little better fa<
tisfied, and willing to fufpend his judgment;
till he faw what I had to fay againft him. . .
And here 1 cannot forbear making an ob-
fervation, or two, on his lordfhip’s fpeech,
taking the ftory for true, which I am the
more inclined to believe to be o, becaufe
he was always known to have a fingular
contempt of the Jews, fo far as related to
their knowledge of the Hebrew tongue.

The one is, that his mean opinion of them
muft be owing to his {mall acquaintance
with them; otherwife he might have found
in London feveral of them very learned in
that tongue, (befides a much greater num-
ber abroad, efpecially among the northern
ones) and who, bating their different
interpretations of thofe main prophecies
which relate to the Mefiiah, could have
difplayed to him a much greater and
deeper fkill in that facred tongue, than he
appears ‘to have had, by any thing cne can
find in his book. The other 13, how his
lordfhip came to take Salmanazar for a
Jewith, inftead of an Affyrian name; for as
the monarch fo called, was one of thofe
monarchs who carried away part of Ifrael

captives
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captives into Affyria; a Jew would as foon
call 2 fon of his Beelzebub, as Salmanazar,
or Nabuchadnezzar,

However, the abovementioned {tory, as
well as the expectation which my friends
in Hampf{hire, Surry, and London, were
in, to fee my anf{wer to him, gave me no
Jmall regret, left my Dot publifhing 1t
{hould be interpreted in favour of his per-
formance, or as my yielding the point to
him, as not being able to confute him,
And could I have afforded it, I would have
run the hazard of printing it at my own
charge; for 1 was above doing it by fub-
{cription, it being fo {mall a thing as a
pamphlet of at moft eight oftavo fheets;
and much more loth was I, all the above

things confidered, to leta work feemingly
calculated to depreciate the excellence of
the facred poetry of the Old Teftament, to

go uncenfured; efpecially as I had {o many
{trong objections ready levelled againft it.
At length a thought came into my mind,
as I was then preparing new materials for

the fecond part of the Jewith hiftory, to
refume that fubje¢t there, And this 1

thaught, I was {o much better intitled to

do,
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do, if it were but in defence of what I
had faid in the firft part in praife of the
Hebrew poetry, and which was, in moft
cafes, quite oppofite to the chara&er,
which his lordfhip gave of it in his book.
The colleCting, and compleating of the
canon of the facred books by Ezra, and
other infpired writers, and their appointing
of the proper leflons, pfalms, &c. for the
divine worthip, gave me a fair opportunity
for it, which I was the more ready to take,
as I knew that it would be read by many
more people in fuch a work as that, than
in a Latin pamphlet, and would of courfe
more effeCtually expofe the abfurdity of his
pretended new-found metre, as well as the
unfeemly freedom he hath given himfelf
in altering and mutilating the facred text
for the fake of it. 1 therefore refolved to
take notice, in juflice to his lordthip, of all
jutt, laudable, and ufeful difcoveries he had
made on that {ubjet in the text, and to
throw the main part of iy objeltions
againft the reft of his book in a long note,
in the moft {fuccin and impartial manner I
couid, in hopes that the {etting both forth,
as it were, in one view, might probably

exclte
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excite fome who had more learning and

leifure than I, to follow the hints there given,
as the moft likely means for compleating

the defired difcovery, to which his lordthip
had in a great meafure opened the way,
though he had. fo unhappily mifcarried in
the end. ‘The difficulty was how to con-
tra® my materials {fo as'not to over-fwell
that part of the work, as it muft have done
if I had brought every thing into it, which I
had wrote on that fubjet, and this obliged
me to ftrike off near two thirds of them,
and to confine myfelf to the moft material
points, fuch as would moft effeCtually an-
{wer the two main ends I had in view,
viz, the exploding the bithop’s new
metre, and giving the curious reader, that
would go about it, a clue to find out the
original one of the facred books; for as to
~what I defigned to have faid in praife of the
Hebrew poetry, had the fubject been printed
feparately, it was the lefs neceflary here, as
I had already expatiated {o much wupon it
in the firft volume. Some of the pro-
prictors and authors were indeed againft
my defign, not only as it would {well the
chapter beyond its length, but likewife as

Bb the
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the fubje&t in queftion appeared to them,
foreign to the reft of its contents; but
1 had the pleafure not only to carry my
point againft them, but hkewife to have
the performance commended by feveral
learned men as well as by all my
friends ; infomuch that upon my confult-
ing fcveral of them, whether I might
not in the fecond or o&avo edition (in
which we werc obliged to contra&t our
materials, in order to reduce the whole

within the propofed limits) either wholly
ofnit or content myfelf with a fhort men-

tion of what I -had done more at large in
the folio; they advifed me by no means to.
curtail the main fubject, though I might,
they thought, ¢raze here and there an ex-

planatory or. critical note, Wthh I réadily
compited -with.

Socn after I had concluded my laft part of
the Ancient Hiftory, the proprietors and
authors had fome meetings together to
confult upon the going on with the Mo-
dern, and feveral plans were propofed by
different perfons of learning and capacity.
The misfortune was, that this part likewife
was to be confined within the compafs of

twenty -
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twenty volumes, -of the fame bylk with
the Ancient, and thefe gentlemen- differed
fo much in the proportion-they allowed to
each refpetive country or kingdom, that
we could fee but little likelihood of mak-
ing any tolerable tomputation, wither of
what the whole might reafonably amount
to, or.of what number of fheets. might be
“properly allowed to each hiftory, "As for
me, the more 1 confidered the great ex-
tent of the work, and the number of em-
pires and kingdoms which had not fo
much as been touched upon in the Ancient
part, fuch as Turkey, India, the great
Mogul, Tartary, China, Japan, &ec. the
greateft part of Africa, and the whole trat
of America, to fay nothing of Ruffia and
{feveral other northern countries in Europe;
the mére I was perfuaded of the impof-
fibility of reducing the whole within fo
{mall a number of volumes, unlefs it was
done rather by way of epitome, than of
compleat, though ever fo fuccinét, a hif-
tory. But though this appeared ftill more
vifible by the fmall number of fheets which
thefe plans, however different, allotted to
moft parts of the work, and muft have

received
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received by almoft every reader, at:the
firft view, - yet the proprictors who. had
their pasticular reafons for fixing upon;that
number of volumes, would by no:means
confent to have it exceeded.: This how«
ever occafioned fome demur, during which
fome of the beft judges mn this kingdom,
and out of it, were confulted, as well as
about the propercﬁ: method of bcgmmng
and purfuing this modern part

- I



