Part of the laff Will and Tafamizt of me, a
poor fixful a:d <worthiefs Creature, commoaly
knawn by the affumed Name ¢Gwrgc Pial-
Imanazar, ,

Defire that my bodv, when or wherever

I die, may be kept {0 iong above ground.
as decency or conveniency will permit, and
af ewards conveyed ©) the common buryiiy
ground, and there interred in fome obfcyre
cornes of ity withaut any farther ceremgny or
formaiity than 1s ufed to the bodics o the de-
cealed penfioners where | happen tudic, and
about the fame time of the day, and thac the
whale mcy be performed in the loweft and
cheapelt manner. Anditis my earnefl requef
that my body be not inclofed in zny hiiid of

ccffin, hut only decently Jaid in what is calle d

» ol

a fheil, of the loweft value, and g ithcut lid ot
o h:r covering which may hinder the natuiazh
carth from covering it all arourd.

The books relating to the Unive:rfal Hif"
tosv, and belonging 1o the Propriciors, are te
be returned to them according tq the true 1ik
of them, which will Le found 1n 2 biue papzt.
1m my account bock ; all the rcft, being my
own property, together with all my houthold
g20us, wearing apparel, and whatever money
fhall be tound due 1o me after my deceale, §

. g've and bequeath to my fitend Sarzh
Rewalling tegether with {uch manufcripts:
as I had wrnitten at different times, ard

_ﬁcﬁgncd to be m:de patlic, if they fhall t's

' ‘eemnzd worthy ef it, th%%o%% ’?’%—

ment, and chicfly writien for the ufe of & .
_young Clerzvmanin the country, and £ ua-
bapp.lyarquainted withthat ki. dof learningg
that ke was likeiv 10 become the butt of ks
; {_cptical Partth cnrs, -:ut being, Ey this
m:ans, turaifhed with preper materials, was
erabled t7 tarn tle tubles upon them. -
But the princip: 1 manufeript I thought my-
{e!f 1a duty tound 20 icave belind, i: a f.i:he
ful ramative of my education, ard the 21 ch



of my wretched youthful years, and the va-
rious ways by which I was 1n fomevmeafure
unavoidably led into the bafc and thamefut
impciture of pafling upon the world for a na-
tiveof Formofa, and a convert of Chriftianity,
“and backing it with 2 fictitic us account of that
ifland, and of my. own travels, converfion,
&c. ali or moft of ithatched in my own brain,
without regard to truthand honefly. Ithstrue,
I'}ave long fince difclaimed even publickly
l all but the thame and guilt of that vile impo.
iition ; yet as.long as I knew there were il
. two editions of that fcandalous romance re- -
- maining in England, befides the feveral veg-
fions 1t had abroad, I thonght it incum
on me to undeceive the world, by unravel-
 iing that whole myftery of iniquity in 2 poft-
humous work, which would be lefs liable o
{ufpicion, as the author would be far out of
the influence of any fiviftr motives that
l might induce him to deviate from the trudh.
' ‘The whole of the account contains 14 pages
. of Preface, and aboyt g1 more of t’fi
relation, written in my own haud With o

‘ y
. proper titje ggjd iil be found in the-
rawer on , € rignt fian ¥ e

net. Howesar, if the obfeurity I hiﬁji id
v, during fuch a feries of years, thoykd ma
1t needlefs to revive a thing ip all likelihood
fo long fince forgot, I cannot but wifh that
o much of it was publifhed in fome ‘weekly
paper, s might inform the world, efpecially
thefe who have flill by them the above-mehs
ticned fabulous account of the Ifland :*rlﬂ';‘r-
. mofa, &c. that I have long fince owned, bqth
in converfation and in print, that it was po
other than a meer forgery of my own ?{i-'-
ing, a {candalous impofition on the public,
and fuch as I think myfelf bound to beg God
and the world pardon for wﬁting, and have
‘been Jong fince, as I am to this day, ahd

thall be as long as I live, heartily forry for,.
and athamed of, t

[ Y
M . R = = et c—
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TO THE
Riautr HoNourasnik

AND

ight Reverend Father in GOD,

HENRY,

By Divine Providence,

L Bithopot LONDON, -
AND ONE OF

Her MAJEST Y's moft Honourable
PRIVY COUNCIL.

Kuownot, My Lord, wbe-
ther what F now moft
bumbly dedicate to Tour

Lordfbip, may merit Yonr Perus
A 2 [
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The Epiftie Dedicatory.
fal, efpecially atthis time, wheir
Your Lordfbip 15 bufed about
Affairs of the greateft moment :
But fince Your Noble Son! [be
it concern'd about Things never
Jo weighty and intricate | muff
ve allow’'d fome Minutes to -
bend, I fubmiffively beg T on would
pleafe to beflorr fome of them
upon this Treatife ; well kuow-
ing, 1f Tour Lordfbip (mile upon
at, the WWorld cannot Miflike 1t.

T he Furopeans hace [uch
obfcure aind varions Notzons of
Japan | and efpecizlly of onr
Ifland Formola | that they can
believe nwothing for Truth that
bas been ﬁ:ia’ of 1. DBut the
prevailing Reafon for this my
Underméhzg was , becanfe the

Jeluits
7
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Jeluits I found bad impos’d [a
may  Stories and _[uch grofs
Fdlldczef upon tve Public, that
they might the better excuﬁ;'
themfelves from thofe bafe At
ons, which defervedly brougbt
upoir thein that ﬁerce Perfecu-
tion in Japan : 1 thought there-
fore it wozt/d not e uRACCept g

ble 7f I publif’d 4 ivort Defcrip-

tion of the Ifland Formofa, and
told the Reafons why this wic-
ked Society , and at laft all that
profe[sd Coriftianity, were with
them, expell’d that Country

My L orp,

1 look wupon my [elf as much
obliged to Your Lordfbip, as ever
Man was to bis Patron, baving

A 3 expe-



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

expertencd Tour Goodnefs ever
fince I came into England 5 1
bave therefore earneftly defired
by any boneft and bumble way, to
exprefs my Gratitude ; but tho
Your tranfcendent G cners fity, and
the meannefs of my Fortune and
Capacity render 11 impoffible for
me t0 p1y Your Lordfbip alltbat
Refpet  and  Aclnowledgment
which aie [fm, ﬁ;r Your Lord-
(hip’s iinaiy 2 greatFavonrs; yet
fuice my p zcﬂefzt /L,,f. re and enjoy-
ments e civine ia Tour Muni-
ficence, 1 il 2illinaly I *zy bold
H) f"rir"i pu 7 }1r i, il / (0?]]{’6?(1!6’
the Firl’ fzm“’ of fach Blefings
to the Hind ihit Zﬂ *m/ them
npon e, 10t i the sl doubt-
[Jf[ _,q i L{u f"al ?f _(f)?‘i/fﬁg

10

&



The Epiftle Dedicatorf

to your wonted Charity and Good-

neﬁ will vonch(afe to recerve

this [ittle Book as a thankful
T eftimony bow vafily I am in=
debted to Ton 5 and a5 [uch it
e, with all Humility and Vene-

"2

ration offered by,

My L o rp,

Y our Lordfhip"s
Mot Grateful and

Obfequious Servant,

JEORGE PSALMANAAZAAR.
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THE

PREFACE

Hen [ firft arrivid in England,
every one was chrivis to Difconr(e

me about zy enn Conntry 5 and
forafmuch a5 my Account of 1t was entirely
Mmew, tbe}: tbmgbt it ny Dut] 10 pub[zﬂ} it;
and I readily comply'd with their Aduice,
both for my own eafe and their fatisfation,
But when 1 bad wet with jo many Romantic
Stories of all thofe remote Eaftern Countries,
efpecially of my own, which bad been impos'd
supon you as undonbted Truths, and univer-
fally believed, then I was much difcourag'd
from proceeding in my Defcription of it 4
yet fince Truth ought to difpel thefe Ulouds of
fabulous Reports, and 1 cow’d nct cfcape un
cenfur'd even by my felf, fhould 1 (by ny
filence ) (uffer you to remain in Ignorance, or
rather deceiv'd by Mifreprefentations, I
thought my [elf indifpenlably oblig'd to grue
you & wmore futhful Hiftory of the Ifie of
Formofa,
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Formofa, than as yet you have met with,
But before I enter upon this Subjel, 'tis con-
venient 1 fhould premife fome few things.
Since then (as I before ooferved) there’are
fuch various Acconnts, and all different from
what I (ball give you, this is no Reafon for
me to exped greater Credst 5 but I leqve st
to the unbiifs'd Fudge to profor which he plea-
feth, for 'tis not fo much ny Concern to be
reputed fincere, as ‘115 really to be fo. DBut
bere | muﬂ cntreat yois dz'ligentlj fo oﬁﬁme
what followeth, becaufe the Reputation of my
Bool; dependf much npon it,  In the ﬁ;ﬂ

place there arc fcveral things in their Story
which you are oblig'd to [ufpe@, becanfe they
contradid omc another in tbofe Matters
which cocry Relater affures you bhe bas been
an Eye-nitnefs of 5 Jince then their Tale is
fo inconfijtent, there 15 wery little in it that
yoxu ougbt to depend npon. But that 1 may
expofe fome of their Falfhoods, [ will [treng-
then what [ affert by the Authority of [ome
Englith Merchants trading to China, “whofe
Relations are mnch the [ame with mine, but
v ftly different frov thers.  As for exam-
ple : Candidius, and others, in their Ac-
count of Formofa, tell us, there is neither
Monarchical nor Democratical Government
in the Ifland 5 that there is no Law nor Pu-
nifbment againft Theft, Adultery, or ]\1&:‘-

ther,
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ther, and fuch black Crimes 5 but every Man
judgeth and revengeth in bis own Cafe: For
inflance , if @ Man rob me of a bundred
Pound, Imay [teal from bim as much by way
of reprizal. If @ Man murthers me, ax
of my Family, or Friends, may, by toe
Murther of hint revenge mirxe.} and ﬁ:i 0f
Adultery, &c. They tell ws farther, that
there is no Qeconomy or Order amongft the
Nutives, that they are even Strangers to tie
dzﬂin&ian of Mafter and Servant 5 that nei-
ther Mines of Gold or Silver are to be found
there, and that 1hey have no Spices.  In an-
fwer to which, let me tell you, that thofe
Merchants I before memtion'd, " inform us,
that there is a Governour to whom they paid
Large Cuftomss for every thing they exported.
If then there be a Governonr, certainly there
muft be Laws, let Candidius,and others, [ay
what they pleafe. That they have Gold ,
Silver, and Spices alfs, is likewifc prov'd

by thofe Traders, who bave exported wvaft

Sitits of the ome, and large Quantities of the
other,

'Rc:zﬁm 7t feif 15 ﬁgﬁ:icﬂt to confute shat
they fay of Amarchy in our Ifland = For how
it 1t po( ble for any Kirzgdom o ﬂ(md, zj 20
Law or Degrecs of Dignity are obferv'd 2
Or how can a Community be preforv’d, if
there are mo Penal Statuies to corred Offen-

ders €
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ders 2 In my Opinion, if every ome was left
to revenge himfelf, fuch a Place muft be o
continued Sceme of Murther and Rapine s
efpecially fince the Formofans (‘ar Candi-
dius, and others wow'd bhave you believe )
do not look upon thefe Fals as monflrous”
Crimes, but only as little Tricks and Pleca-

dillo’s.

There arc fome likewife that tell you, that
the Ifland of Formofa belongs to the Chann
ﬂf Cbina; vt af ﬁ}, zrbj do the Chinefe
pay fo great Tribute to our Governour ¢ For
the truth of this, I dare appeal even to the
Dutch themfelves, who are competent }udge:
in the Cafe, ever fince the Emperer of Japan
bas given them leave to remew their Tradc
i Formofa 3 aftcr tbej had 7any Years
been bamifi'd from thence 5 as you may [ee
in the Book, Chap. 37. Of the Succefs of
the Dutch 7 Japan.

1. £ conld bere alfo add much more, which
for brevity-fake I ovnit : For 'tis. convineing
. enough to [2y, that ke who fo grofly errs sn one

partecular, may reafonably be thought an un-

fatboful Rel‘zte{af every thing elfe.  But whe-
ther thefe ridiculons Story-Tellers above-men-
tion'd, vend their Legends ont of @ Defign, or
for want of a true Knowledge of Matter of
Fai, is not my Bufincfs now to enquire.

2. The
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2. The fecond thing I wou'd have you take
notice of, is, That I pretend not to give you
a perfe and complese Hifory of my Ifland,
becanfe I was a meer Youth when I left it,
but nineteen Years of Age, and therefore un-
capable of giving an exal¥ Account of it :
Befides 1 bave now been fix Years from
bome, [0 many things of moment may perbaps
Piv my Memory which would have adorn'd the
Defeription of my Country. But whatfoever
I can recollect, I have freely publij'd 5 and
I affure you, I have not pofitively afferted
any thing which is not as pofitively trues but
if I have faid what I did not know, a5 a
certain Truth, as fuch I have admonif'd
yor of it. I have difcharged my Confcience,
recesve it as you pleafe 5 for fince I bave
done my Duty, I (hall no more be con-
cern'd about if,

5. dn iy Book I have told you the Rea-
Jons that nov'd my Country-men to make (o
great a Slaughtcr of the Chriftians 5 for the
Jefuits then made fuch weak Excufes for
themfeloes, that mpany, not without Reafon,
oelicv'd they had other Defigns than what
they pretended 5 I thought it therefore proper
to grve you from the Records and Tradition

of my Country, the beft Acconm z thefe

atterg
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Matters I conld. In wair the jeﬁtitr af-
ign the Envy of our Paganm Priefts, and the
Enmulation of the Dutch, as the Caufes of
this Perfecution, [uch things conld never in-
duce us to treat fo cruelly all that profefs'd
Coriftianity : Certainly 1iere was a Snake in
the Grafs, which they wonld not, but I have
difcoverd. 1 am confident by my revealing
this and rmnch more, I fhall draw all the
Spite and Malice of the Fefuits upon me, of
which 1 have already met with a notorios
Inftance in Father Fountenay, who is lately
returm'd from China, having been cighteen
Years a Milfionary there y this Man is now
in London, and fome Body had told bim I
was prblifhing a Book, in which I [peak nruch
ggainft the Roman Church , and eﬁ)scialb
againft the Jeluits : This has fo enrag'd
bing | that he cndeavours by all means
imaginable to deftroy my Credit , as I am
daly inforir 4 by many Gentlenten 5 to whon:
Lonly replyd, Let bim alone, I am little
concern'd at what [uch a [ufpicions Perfon
fays againft me : The truth is, and will be,
1 hope, evident, notwsthftanding bis Attempt s
to ftifle it, fo I fpall apply the IVords of the

Poet to him,

\

Parturiunt montes, nafcetar ridiculos mus..

1
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I have bad theee Conferences with him,
withont coming %o any conclufion 5 the firft
was before the Royal Society, om Wednelday
the [econd of this inflant February, when
there was a Publick Meeting of the illuftrions
Mestbers of that celebrated Body : That be
might the more eafily defend bimfelf, he bhad
Notice of my camiﬂg : After we bad ﬁluted
each other, we began our Difcourfe. The firf?
Queftion that was proposd ta him, was, To
whowe doth the Ifland of Formofa belong ¢
He prefently reply'd, It was tributary to the
Emperer of China. Some of the Gentlemen
ask'd hinz how be Rnew it to be [0 5 be quick-
ly anfwerd , That a certain Englith Ship
call'd the Harwich, was by flormy Weather
forc’d upon the Shore of Formola s that five
Jefuits were Paffengers in it, one of them
was drown'd, the other four ﬁap’d' to the
Ifland, from: whence tﬁq jErit sters to this
Fatkber Yontenay, who then was in a4 cer-
tain (ity 1w China,  Farher Fontenay writes
20 the Chann, or Emperor 5 the Chann (ends
a Letter to the Formofans, demanding thens
and the Ship 5 and fo the Formofans were: .
compell’d to reftore both them and the Ship.
Lanfwer'd, That this Story was nothing to the
purpofe 5 for fince we are not at Wars with
the Chinele, if any of their Ships fhonld be
driven on our Coast, and the Chann fhonld
reclaim
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reclaim them, altho’ we lgve not in his Do-
srimions, we are in Juftice. oblig'd to reflore
them : And thus I then anfwered bis Story.
But it appears fince by the Teftimony of feve-
ral Merciants, that the afore-mentioned Ship
was cajt upon the Coaft of China, and not of
Formofa : Had I known as wuch then, I
would before the illufirions Society have dete-
Ged the Falfbood of the Fefuit 5 but miftrufi-
ing he might be miftaken in the Name of the
~ the Place, and take another Ifland for For-
mofa, Idefir'd him to tell me by what Name
the Chinefe call'd Formofa 5 be anfwer'd,
That he knew no other Name for it but For-
mofa, or Tyowan 5 but it's very plain,. not
enly from what I (who (hould know beft)
aﬁrt, but dﬂa from acertain Gentleman who
has been 1n Tyowan N that 1t 15 an UZ..md
fomewhat remote and diftinct from ours, and
i; now a Colony belonging to the before-
mention'd Dutch.  This indeed be confefs'd
he was ignorant of. 1told bim farther, That
the Chincle call our Ifland by the Name of
Pak-Ando ., which agrees with Gad-Avia,
. as we call t, boto which figmific the WMand
Formofa. Pak, Pak, fays ke, there is not
furh award in the whole Chincle Language,
that ended with a Confonant a5 Pak doth s
which is wvery fdfe, for the Name of alroft
¢!l their great Cities end with a Confanant,

o
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#s Nanking, Kanton, Peking, &c. 2. When
at my defire he difconrs’d in the Chinefe
Language, near balf bis Words terminated
with Can_/brmm: s This was ﬁ plai:z 2 Con-
tradition, that all the Auditory obferv'd: it
At the f[ume Meeting alfo he deny'd there
was any variety of Languages, or Diadleds,
thra' the whole Empire of China, but that
#l the Natives [poke with one and the fame
Tongue 5 which when it was demonfirated 1o
be fulje by many then prefent, ne made no
manner of Reply, only unreafonably and ob-
ftinately perfifted in affirming what be before
had fasd. At lengtn, that if pa.[ﬁble 1 might
make the matter yet more plain, 1 told him,
Either what all the Fefuits, and others, had
writien af the: Chinele Laﬂgu:zge, was nok
true, or what ke [aid muft be falfe 5 for they
affure us, the Chinele in every Province
fpeak varigus Diale’s, ™ and they have diffe-
rent Langzmge.r, mt*cardiﬁg fo thetr ngree:
or Quality s as for inftance, the Noble-men
fveak the Mandarin Language 5 the Borzees,
or P rie:ﬁ:, ufe another for the Divine Service,
which is umntelligible to the Lay-Posple s -
and the Plebeans a third 5 [othat 1 told him,
either they, or be, (pardon the exprelfion )
muft lye grofly : But be endeavonr'd by im-

e | . oo Tbaeiet N oot aie

¥ }'ide the Lord’s Prayer 1n a hundred Languages.
La] pevtinent
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pertiment Shifts to excufe bimfelf. He de-
nyd dfo, that the Clincle bad any Tone in
thesr Speech by which they diftingusfh the fig-
nsfication §f a word : This 1 likewife affirme’'d
to be fulfe : ror I bave, sn Formofa, beard
many Chinefe td/(fng tagetbcr 3 but tbe]
feem'd to me rather to fing than difconrfe 3
befrdes t/m' contrad¥ils what the 38 uits
themfelves tclf us. At length, afier fo
many Interruptions , we ended our Confe-
rence : Let the Reader judge who had the
better.

I hav: ﬁm‘e had two Aﬂl:gnatiom to meet
his, once at rzy Lady POW1s's, amotber time
at Ston-Collcge 5 but be fail'd to anfwer the
Appointments.

Eight Days afier, being Wednefday #he
Ninth of February, 1 was to Dine with
Dr. Sloane, Secretary to the Royal Society 5
where were prefent the Right Honourable my
Lerd Pembroke ; his Excellency, Spanhe-
mivs, the King of Prufhia’s Envay 5 another
Noblegman , and this Fatber Fontenay
when be was ask'd by his Excellency, to
whome the Ifland Formofa belong'd 5 be re-
ply'd, Here is a youny Man, (panting to
me.)- who is a Native of that Country, be can
better inform you than I, who have only been

(¥4
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in China. I then anfwerd him, tﬁat 1t
did belong to the Emperor of fapan: -
bad notbwg elfe remré.zble i this Caﬂﬁ
rence 5 neither bad he ‘the Affurance at
this mm to ﬁzj any tbmg more ta me o He
wondred indeed to fee me eat raw Ht’]b
becaufe ,. fays he, the Chinefe drefs | ﬂleir
Meat after the fame manner. as the Europe-
ans, tho' at the fame time’ be confefsd tﬁe
Tartars differ d from thews in their Co‘él(
for they only warni'd ‘their Flefh before ibfj

eat it

A third time I met bim in the Temple-
Coffee- Houfe in Devereux-Conrt in the Strand,
near Temple-Bar, where feveral Noble-wer
were prefemt 5 and there be askd me ‘the
Manner, 'Im:e and Reafons of my leating
my Conntry s 3 and I rightly mfarmd i’
Neztber ad he the Face to raife eny Obje-
Gions, unlefs that he never knew Fapher de
Rhode, wha brought me ont of my Cona-
wy. |

I aws well inforved be takes a great ded
of freedom in aﬁrerfmg me 5 bt f fball re-
turn bim - no other Aufwer tham that af ‘the
Mendicant Friar, to fome falfe Ascu-
fations againft him , Mentitur mmpuden-
tiflimé, But fure 'tis much more becoming

(a2 a Max



xt The PREFACE

a Mun of Probity to fpeak openly, and Face
to Face, than thus clandeftinely to.backbste
and calumniate. I bave juft touch'd wupon
this Subjedt , that you may fee how much
this Narrative will ncenfe the Fefuits a-
gainft me 5 but Ltruft that Providence which
Jo ofsen bas deliver:d me ont of their Hands,
will frafirate all-sheir Defigns and Contri-
vinces , that 1 may [ay with the Plalmilt,
He (hall reward Evil unto miné Enemies :
deftroy thou them in thy Truth, Pfal. 4.

v. §. .
. 1 fear this trifling Performance will not
be wery acceptable to you, becanfe 'tis not fo
elegant and polite as yox perbaps might wifh
I was fenfible of my own Weakmefs and In-
capactty for 3t , and therefore depend upor
goxr Goodnefs to pardon my Errors, and [up-
ply my Defels 5 elegant Exprelfions, and
pomp of Words, are mot to be expedded frowe
¢ rew and wunpolifbd Japanefe. But fince
I wrote this Treatife in Latine, that st
might be afterwards turw'd into Englifh 4
and oblig'd the Tranflator to make no Ad-
ditions or Alterations, tis mine, and not
bis Fanit, if you meet with any Imperfelii-

ons in it.

"
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L RPN ST I >
It was trizﬁﬂalﬂd 'm‘ af t«.gtin éj Mf O_E)vzm,
except from Page o4e-4o gy -which. pats ]

wrote in Enghl,. and-wm prepar'd fonthe
Prefs by anvther Hand > 37 v o

L]

I tbaugbt 1t uigét .nat'hamifﬁ £0. éegu
with an Acconnt of my Travels and Comver-

fion, which will (1 hope) afford you fome

things that are entertaiming.

"Tis not my delight, but my grief, that I
am obliged to publifb my Arguments againft
thofe Religiois which 1 could not conform
to, becaufe fome perbaps will smterpret what
I bave faid to refleit upon them 5 but that
was far from mty intentions, who only de-
fign'd 10 give you my Reafons why I could
not [ubfcribe to them sy which if they pleafe
not others, yet they do abundantly [atisfie

me , efpecially fince I as yet was tindurd
with the Prejudices af the Idolatry I was

educated in. Far be it from me to con~
demn any Man 5 but as 1 faid before , 1
cmly acguaiﬂt you, that z‘/:efe tbing: were af-

ﬁwﬁm o me, which pcrbap: are 1ot ﬁ? 0
others,

Now to the Ommipotent and All-wije
G O D, Ireturn my moft bumble Thanks,

who
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by the alfiffance of his Holy Spirit, has
hugd me so the Wedge of that Reli-

giow 18 which. enly Sduvation is m be found,
_ and.to thet @uﬂ(m Comernnion which is

cuﬁrudle to the Inflitutions of oxr
S:ﬁm : To whom be all Homonr and Praife

Amen.

-gm axd for cvir.

The
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that Place, and after this the Fefuits and
other Mifionaries, being encourag’d by the
kind Reception they met with, flock’d in
. great Numbers to fapan, and there boldly
profefs’d and propagated the Chriftian
Faith, with good fuccefs, for many years:
But fince the Emperour of Japan ,about the
year 1616, ( for certain reafons hereafter
mention'd ) has forbidden any Chriftian to
come into his Dominions under pain of
Death, and hath appointed Searchers in e-
very City to examine all Forreigners, whe-
ther they be Chriftians or no, by this teft, of
Trampling upon the Cructhx : the Jefusts
and other MifTionaries of the Romifb-Charch,
are fo far from venturing to appear there
bare-fac’d , or making publick Profeflion
of the Chniftian Religion, and endeavour-
ing to make Profelites, to it, that they in-
duftrioufly mask themfelves under feveral
difguifes, left they {hould be known to be
Chriftians or Forreigners. And to thisend
they firft Travel to Goa, where there are Aca-
demies in which all the Orsental Lamguages are
Taught 5 and after they have Perfeltly
Learn'd the Fapanefe Language, and can
fpeak itas eanly and readily as any Native,
Then they Cloth themfelves ina Fapas Ha-
bit, and {o they venture to Travel mto fome

I{land within the Dominions of the Empiro%
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of Fapan. When they are come there, they
pretend to be Natives of fome other I{land
in the fame Empire ; which 1s calily be-
liev’d to be true by the Inhabitants, who
have no fufpicion of them, becaufe they
{fpeak their Language exaltly, and wear
their Clothsafter the mode ofthe Country.
And thus having fecur'd theu admiffion in-
to a City with fatety, their next bufinefs 1s
to prevent any umbrage of {ufpicion which
may arile from their idle way of living, and
to this purpofe they {eem as much con-
cern’d for fome Trade, or Employment, as
if they really wanted means of Subfiftance.
Thus fome fet up for Merchants, Artificers,
or Toy-fellers, others for School-mafters or
Pedagogues, to teach the Natives Children
{ome Language they wanttolearn: And
foevery one atts his part, and Cloaks him-
felf with {ome difguife,left hefhould be dif-
cover'd to be a Forreigner, and confequent-
ly be oblig’d to trample upon the Crucifix.
By this means they continue fecurely and
free from danger;inany City of Fapan,for the
Jpace of four years, which is the time allotted
by their Superiors for thew ftay in thofe
parts 5 after which time theyare obliz'd to
return to their own Country, and give place
to other Mifliomaries who are then fent to
fgeseed them: .
B2 Among;
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Among the relt, there was a certain Jefs-
it of Avignos, whole true Name was Fa-
ther de Reode, defcended of an Honourable
Family, who after he had learned the Japa
nefe Language at the Univerlity of Goa, came
into the Ifland of Formofs, abour the Year
1694, which was then and had been for [ome
years Subject 10 the Empireo; fapan ; and, be-
ing better qualified to be a Tutor to young
Men than for any other Employment, he
gave out, that he was a Native of fapan, de-
{cended ofarich Father,and thatall hiseftate
was divided among four Wives, and 1 3 Sons,
he had left behind him, befides Daughters;
that hebeing the youngeft, thePortion which
fell to his fhare was {o {mall, that he was
forcd,at Twenty Years of Age, to leave his
Fathers Houfe, and Travel abroad, to get a
Lively-hood by teaching the Latin Tongue.
Which he had been taught ; and that for
this end he was come to Formo/a after hehad
been in feveral other parts of Fapan ; by
chance this Story happen’d to come to my
Father’s Ears,who fentfor him,and after he
had feen and difcourfed him, he took him
fora Learned and well-difpofed Perfon 3
and therefore refolv’d to take him into Ins
Houfe to teach me the Latsn Tongue. MyFa
ther acquainted me with the defign,and toid

me that I fbould give over the  Learming Zf
the
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the Greek Tongue which 1 wasthen,Studying
becaufe I might Learnit at any time in our
own Academies,and that I muft make ufe of
the prefent opportunity of Learning the La-
tin Tongue by this Man, becaufe he did not
know when he fhould meet with the like

opportunity. I readily fubmitted to my Fa-
ther's Commands, as in Duty bound, and
Bather de Rode feem’d to be as glad of the
opportunity as we were. My Father of-
fer’d to allow him yearly 17 Copans for
inftrulting me in the Latin Tongue,
befides Diet and Cloths, which he accept-
ed of ; and fo a Bargain was ftruck be-
tween them : Now a Copan 1s one pound
weight in Gold, which in Englifh Money,
according to our way of value, 1sabout
{ix Crowns.
After this he came and liv'd at my Fa-
thers Houfe in Xternetfa the Capital City of
Formofa, for the {pace of four Years, and be-
hav'd himfelf fo well in allrefpets towards
my Father and my f{elf, that we were both
very well fatisfi’d withhim. Heaccempanied
me to all places whither I went, except
when I entred into our Temples, for then
he always left me at the Gate, becaufe,as
he pretended, he being a Fapanner wasof a
different Religion, from that which was
eftabhifh’d in the I/l of Farmofs, and there-
B 3 fore
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fore, he faid, he would return home and
worfhip his God after his ownway. In
the mean ume he took careto nftruét me
in all the Articles of our Religion, as exaitly as
if he had believ’d it himfelf, and never {poke
fo much to me as one word of Chriftianity;
and deed he cmployed his whele time and
pains in Teaching me the Latin Tongie,
and inftrutting me in the Principles of our
Faith, and of Moral Honelty: Infinehe
appear'd to me,in allhis difcourfe and acti-
ons, to be a Perfon of {o great probity, hon-
eftv and candor, that 1lov’d him almoft as
well as my Father. Butat length, after four
Years weie expird, when I had acquir'da
competent knowledge inthe Latin Topgue,
he received Letters whereby he was oblig'd
to return into his own Country ; and there-
fore he begg'd the Favour of me,that I
would acquaint my Father with his defign
of goingaway, and pray him, on his behalf,
that he would difnufs him, and pay him the
Salary that was due to him, according to
tie Agreement made between them ; Ilov'd
hom lowell, that T was mightily troubled to
oarol his departure, and therefore, being
2oorant of the {ecret Miftery of his Mil-
o0, L il adthat T ocould to divert him
Lo kaving the place; but he declard

that
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that he was fully refolv’d to be gone, and
Travel over the World, and feeall other
other Countries, and efpecially thofe thiat
were Chriftian, which heextoll'd above alio-
thers,commending them highly upon feveral
accounts,which I afterwards found to be falfe;
Inanfwer tothis I told mm, {miling, what
are you mad to go among the Chriftians,
where you will be kill'd for your Religion,
as we kill them here upon the account of
theirs: Buthevery ferioufly affirmed the
contrare, and affured me that the Chriftians
were very good Men, and that they were
{o far from any Cruelty, thatthey were al-
ways kind and generous to Strangers, and
enterrain’d them very Civilly and Nobly.
Befides, he told me, that he did not believe
thofe Men who were formerly in Japan, 10
be true Chriftians,as they pretended them-
felves to be, for, [aid he, 1 have difcours'd
with mamy Japanners who have been in Chri-
ftian Countries, and they mi&ghtily com-
mended both the Country and the Inhabi«
tants; for the Country faid they was
the moft Pleafant place in the World, and
the Chriftian Natives gave them a very
honourable reception, they fhowed them all
the Curiofities of Art and Nature that were
in thofe Parts, and when they came away,
the Chriftians {o loaded them with Giftsand

B 4 Pl'eﬂ_-
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Prefcats, that they returned hometo their
own Country with great Riches ; upon
which accounts the {ame Fapanners continue
{hll to Praife the Chriftians,and their Coun-
tries. My Tutor added farther, that in thefe
Countries there is great plenty of thofe
things which are here very fcarce and pre-
cious, and befidesthere are many curious
and valuable thingsin the Chriftian Coun-
tmes, which were never {een nor known in
Japan or Formefs. Laftly, he told me, that
hewould not ftay any long time in Chrift-
endom, but only for the fpace of two or
three Years at moft, that he intended to
fpend three Years in his Travels, for affoon
as he departed hence he would go to China,
and from thence to the Eaff-Indies, and
ajter he had continued fome time in thefe
parts, he refolved to fail for Africa, and
from thence into- Erope,and there,continued
he, Ithall {ee Spain, France, Germany, Italy,
Holland &c. The worlt of which ismore
Beautiful and pleafant than this lland
oi Formoja. And at length after 1 have
Travelled over all the partsof the known
World, which are moft Celebrated, either
for the Curiofities of Nature, or the 1m-
provements of Arts and Sciences, I {hall re-
turn home to my own Native Country, tull
Freighted with the Riches and experim‘f:e 1
ave
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have gained, and then I fhall have nothing
clfe to do, but to {pend the remaining part
of my Life in Mirth and good Company,
for all Perfons of Ingenuity will be glad to
fee me, and delight to hear me difcourfe of
the ftrange Rarities I have obferved ino-
ther Countries, of their different and fur-
prifing Manpers and Cuftoms ; of their
LawsandPoliticks intime of Peace and War,
of the wonderful improvments of Artsbe-
yond what is known inour Native Coun-
try, of their Methods of Trade and Come

merce; And laftly, of the feveral Notable
Accidents which happened to me in my

Travels: And by thefe {o Pleafant and
ufeful Relations, I fhall Purchafe to myfelf
great Honour and Efteem. Thefe things
he reprefented to me with fuch enticing
Circumftances, that T could not but think
with my felf he had a mind to perfwade
me to goalong with him, and I being then
a young Man, about 19 Yearsof Age, was
the more eafily prevailed upon: ¥or by the
allurements he mentioned, he did {o ftrike
my Fancy, and excite my Curtofity of {ee-
ing the Chritian Countries he {o much
commended, that I could not forbear to
tell him, That if there was no Danger,
but we might fafely return again after
five or f1x Years into our Native Country i

1
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I had a great mind to be his Compani-
on, and Travel with him thro’ all thefe
- Countries ; But he, diffembling his defign
upon me, feemd to be very averfe to my
Propofzl, and told me in a feigned Paflion,
God forbid, that ever I {houldentice you a-
way from your Father’s Houfe, If he {hould
know that 1 had any {uch Defign, what
could I expect, but that he would prefently
put me to Death, and therefore 1 pray you,
coitinued he, talk no more to me of any
fuch things: But after he had inflamed
my defice offeeing of the forefaid Courtries,
by the charming profpeft he gave of them,
this fecning refufal did racher irritate than
extinguifhmy Curiofity,and therefore I was
{till the more importunate that I might ac-
company him in his Travels ; and to remove
his jealoufies and fears, I promifed him very
{erioufly, that I would never {peak one word
of our defign to any Soul alive,butcarry 1t ¢
with the greateft Secrecy thachisown Heart
could with. But notwith{tandinz my pro-
mifes he {hll feemed to continue backwards
and unwilling to confent to my defire, up-
on account of the danger that attended him,
which provoked me to repeat with greater
earceftne’s mv Solemn affeverations and
vows of Secrccy and Fidelity ; until atlaft af
teralong Conference,and reiterated fupplica.

tions
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tionsand aflurances, he condefcended to tell
me plainly, that he had always a great opi-
nionof my Candor and Sincerity, and he be-
lieved I had fome refpect for him, ( asin-
deed I had a great l.ove and honour for
him) that now he was refolved to fhow
the great confidence hehad inine, by put-
ting his Life in my Hands, which he looked
upon as the {trongeft obligation to Fidelity,
and therefore continued he, fince you are
fo urgent to be my Fellow-traveller, [ am
willing to take you alopg with me; but
then you mult be {ure to be very cautious,
and manage all things fo fecretly, that no-
thing may happen which will give the leaft
Sufpicion of our defign. After the main
matter was thus agreed between us, he ufed
oreat Frecdom with me, in concerting the
manner of our Efcape, and fecuring {ome
partof a Fund for Subfifting us 1 our Tra-
vels. To this purpofe, he told meone day, in
out private Converfation, your Fatherisa
rich Man and has great plenty of Gold both
in Money and Goods, and fince we areto
undertake {o long and expenfive a Voyage, -
it will be very convenient that we fhould
take a good quantity of this Gold along
with us, which will help to defray our Ex-
pences ;  but then to prevent all Danger of
Siicovery, nothing of this nature mult be at-

| tempt
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tempted, till fuch timeas we intend to make
our efcape ;:and then about midnightwe {hall
feize upon all the Gold and Money we can
fafely come at, and pack upour Bagage,
and march oft to the xext Port, were
we may bave & Ship.

“Having thus fix’d our matters, when the
time appointed came, Imade ready to be
gone, and catried off with me, (belides o-
ther Neceflaries for our Journey) 25 pound
weight 1n Gold, partly in Money and partly
i Utenfils ; viz. one piece of coin’d Gold,
call'd Rockmo weighings 8 pounds 3 Copass,
whereof each being a piece of coin’d Gold
weighs 1 pound; and 14 pound weight
of Gold in Utenfils, as Pots, Plates, .
befides what I took in Silver and Steel
Money, to the value of 600 Crowns or
thereabout. With this Stock of Gold and
Money, my Tutor and | fet forth, having
left all my Father’s Family falt afleep, and
wearrived about midnight at a Port of the
Sea, called by the Formefans K padzey, which
15 diftant from my Father’s Houfe, in Xter-
metfs,about Nine Englefb Miles : And therel
met with one of myFathersBaleoss orGallies,
and commanded the Steers-Manto carry me
to Luconia, pretending Lhad earnc{t bulinefs
to difpatch there for my Father. Luconic js
the chief of the Philgpine Ifles, diftant from

Khradzr
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K}padzey about 100 Leagues, where we
ftay’d about Eight Days,during which time,
I kept the Steers-Man and all the Marriners
there, left they {hould return back and ac-
quaint my Father where I was: And after
Eight Days we found a Ship going to Goa,
in which we embark’d, and arriv’d at Goa,
diftant from Luconie about a 1000 Leagues.
There we continued about fix Weeks, du-
ring which time we were very Civily and
Nobly treated in the Mapaltery of the Je-
fuits, which my Tutor told me, was a
Houfe built by the Chriftians for entertain-
ing Porreigners; and indeed by the kind
reception we met with there, he did in
fome meafure convince me of the truth of
what he had formerly told me in Formofa,
about the Probity and Generofity of the
Chriftians. After fix weeks were expir'd,we
went a board on Ship that was going from
Goa to Spain, and arriv'd at Gibralter, in
the {pace of Nine or Ten Months, where
I was forced to ftay for the {pace of five
Weeks, being very much indifpofed by the
change of Climates, Air and Diet. At
length after my Recovery we failed from
Gibralter towards Towlos, which is a Sea-
Port-Town in Frauce, where I faw a great

many {everal forts of Monks in different
Habits, which fcem’d firange to me, where-
‘ - | upon
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vpon I ask’d my Tutor who thefe Men
were, who told me they were Men come
from different parts of the World for Trade
and Commerce ; and thatevery one of them
wore the Habit of his own Country. And
as we paffed chrough Thoulon, Marfesls and
Aix, in Provence, 1 oblerved a great many
Croffes on the Road, which moved me to
tell my Tutor; furcly there muft be a
great many Thieves 1o this Country where
there are 10 many Gallows ; but he an-
{wer’d, that thefe Gallows were only in-
tended to fright Thieves and Robbers, by
the Terror of fuch a violent Death. And
we arrived at laft at Avignon, before I
knew my Tutor to bea Chriftian: But af-
ter we went into the Monaftery of the Je-
{uits there; when I perceived the Porter call
him by his Name, fhow hin great refpet;
and talk to him in their Langag:, 1 began
to doubt of my Tutor whether he werenot
a Chriftian ; and when I faw all cthe Fathers
of the Convent come to him, f{alute him,
and congratulate his fate Return 5 and after
that, all his Kindred, and laftly all the No-
ble Men and Gentlemen of the City, came
to vifit him, and exprefs their great joy for
his fafe Arrival; Icould no longer keep
filence, but ask’d him, Whether he bad

not been here before ? How it came to p;é‘s
that
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that {o many People in this City received
him very gladly, and pray’d him to tell the
me truth how the matter ftood. Where-
upon he confefs’d to me ingenioully, that
he was a Nativeof that Country ; and that
he d'4 profefs the Chriftian Religion and
then he affured me, that I {hould find all
things true, both as to the Country and the
Inhahitants, which he had told me in the
Ifle oi Formofs. 1 have indeed added he,
brought you from your Father’s Houfe ;
but you know you were very willing and
defirous to come along with me: And now
I will make you a wery fair offer, If you be
willing to Learn, we will Inftrutt you in
all the Principles of our Religiony and if
you can be perfwaded to embrace it, we
will take care to provide fo well for you,
that you fhall live as well here as you did
at home : But if you have a mind to return
into your own Country, we will affift you
and furnifh you with Neceflaries for your
Journey. This laft part of his Propofal
was only a Copy of his Countenance,which
he never intended to make good, as ap-
peared by the fequel: For he knew, there
was no advantage to be reap’d by my re-
turn iato my own Country, which he
might expett if I continu’d there, by
making 2 Convert of me to their Relig-

on
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on. However, this Difcourfe made me
very thoughttul and anxious, and when I
refleted {erioufly upon my condition, and
the great danger to which I was reduc’d, I
was {o aftonifh'd, that I knew not what to
fay ordo: Yet I concluded with my felf,
it would be my fafeft and beft way, to give
my Tutor and the reft of the Fathers good
Words, and carry my felf fairly towards
them, left they fhould treat me after the
fame way as we do the Chriftians in our
Country ; of which | was fometimes ver
apprehenfive. At length to thow my felf
traltable, and gain their good Opinion, I
made them this frank offer, That if they
could fhow me greater Evidence for the
truth of their Religion, thanI could {how
for the truth of mine, I was ready to re-
nounce my own Religion and embrace
theirs. Father de Rose prefently accepted
- of this Propofal, hoping [ would yield to
his Arguments upon the firft onfet: But to
procure himielf the greater Glory, he gave
out that I was the Son of a King, (how truly
God knows), and that 1 had accompanied
him into E«rope, out of a defire I had to
embrace the Chriftian Religion.

There were only three ways by which
they could hope to makea Convert of me,
by Argumeats aog Demonfirative Proofs,

Y,
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By flattering Infinuations and fair Promifes,
or by Threats and Violence. By Argus
ments they could not convince me, for [
was able to thow greater abfurdities in their
Religion than they could prove in mine;
and particularly, in their Doétrine of Tran-
fubRantiation; Againft which I argud fe-
veral ways: As, Firlt from the Teftimony
of our Senfes, v7z. of fecing, feeling, taft-
ing, all which doaflure us, that it is Bread,
which we receive in the Sacrament and
not Flefh: If cherefore we believe our Sen-
fes, we cannot believe that the Sublftance
of the Bread is chang'd into the patural
Flefh of Chrift, which is corporally prefent
in this Sacrament: And then I prev'd that
we mult believe the Teltimony of our Sen-
fes 5 becaufe upon them depends the cer-
tainty of the Relations we have concern«
ing the Miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift,
for the confirmation of his Doftrine: For
if thofe who were Eye-witnefles, could not
be certain by their Senfes, that fuch Mi-
racles were wrought, as are related in the
Life of Chrift, than we have no certainty
of the truth of thefe Relations which de-
pends upon the Teftimony of thofe Eye-
witnefles, who affirm thar they faw fuch
Miracles wrought by Chrift, and confe-
quently all the Evidence for the truth of

\ G Chrtfhamfv
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Chniftianity, from the Miracles pretended
to be wrought in confirmation of it, is fyb-
verted and deftroyed. Thus the belief of
Tranfubftantiation 1s inconfiftent with the
Belier ot thefe Miracles; for if we believe
them we muft allow the Teftimony of
Senfe to be a fufhicient proof of them;
But if we believe Tranfubftantiation we
muft renounce our Senfes, and deny them
to be a certain proof of any thing we f{ee
or feel.

Secondly, I argu’d, That their Doétrine
of Tranfubftanatition muft be falfe ; becaufe
the fame Body cannot, at thefame time, be
1n two diftant places: But according totheir
Doftrine,the fame Bedy of Chrift was cor-
porally prefent 1n a 1coo diftant places at
the fametime, viz. inall thofe places where
this Sacrament 1s Celebrated, over the face
of the whole Earth, however diftant and
remote from one anciher. Their diftincti-
on which they applied to this Argument,
That the fame Body cculd not be 1a more
~ places than onc Cir:an{/'cr;p‘i'vf, but only

Definstrve, appear’d tome frivolous ard im-
pertinent; for {till it appeared to me impof-
fible, that the fame Body fhould be Cor-
porally prefent (tho’ it were only Definitive
as they called it) in {everal diftant placesat

the fame time; for then the fame Body
might
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might be kill’d and dead in one place, while
it was alive in another.

Thirdly, I argu’d, That when Chrift
faid at the Inftitution of this Sacrament,
Do this in remembrance of me, he {fuppofed
that he would be abfent from them when
they fhould Celebrate this Sacrament ; for
it is neither neceflary nor ufual to remems
ber a Friend prefent, but only one that is
abfent ; And therefore, thefe words of
Chrift, Do this in remembrance of me, do
plainly imply, that he 1s not Bodily prefent
(n this Sacrament.) I argu’d that their
Doltrine of Tranfubftantiation could not
be true, becaufe it fuppofed, that the ac-
cidents of Bread (as they call them) re.
mained without the Subftance, and the
Subftance of Chrift’s Flefh was corporally
prefent without the accidents that are pe-
culiar to Flefh, both which appeared to me
impoflible : For I cannot conceive how the
whitenefs of Bread can {ubfift, when there
ts nothing that is white, and how there
can be the Subltance of Flefh, which can
neither be feen, felt nor tafted.

Thefe were {fome of the Arguments ¥
urg’d againft their Dottrine of Tranfub-
ftantiation, to whrch I could never receive
a SatisfaGory Anfwer, and tho’ they al-
ledg’d feveral Arguments to turn me irom

C2 Heathen-
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Heathenifm ; yet becaufe I thought there
were greater abfurdities 10 their Religion
than they could ihew in mine, I il ad-
hered to my own Rchigion. And there-
fore finding that by Arzuments they could
not prevail, thev ammpted to bribe my
Affe@ions, and fo win me over to therr
Party, by many iair Promufes, and wheed-
ling Infinuations : But 1 kuow fo well their
Infincerity and cheating Tricks, by their coun-
terfeiting themfelves to be Heathens in
Formo'a, and by breaking their Promife of
allowing me Liberty of Confcience, that
I could put no Confidence in any Promiles

they made me. /#nd belides, 1 very w eJ
now, that I could have more Rlches
and Honour, 1f T fhould return into m

own Native Country, than I could expeﬁ{
from them. In fne, the earnclt defire
and probable hope I had of returning to
my Father, bcrg 1om’d with the fear of
continuing in this remote Country, far di-
ftant from mv Relations, among Strangers

and Hypocrites, mademe flightall the offers
they made me: Which induced them at laft

to u'e Threars and Violence s and thefe I
endur'd with great mecknefs, and endea-
vourd to mittigate their Anger with foft
words, while in the mean time, I was con-
triving and preparing, by the mof? probable

means
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Means I COUld thi[]k -Of {o make Iny ef'
cape out of their Hands.

I continued at Aviznon for the {pace of

1§ Months, fix in the Monaftery of the
Jefuits, and nine in other places: * While I
continued in the Monaltety, I tound they
were continually tealing and perfecuting
me with Enticements, and Arguments to
embrace their Religion, and therefore to
get rid of them, I pretended a great defire
to hear their publick Prelectionss for which

end I went {ometimes to their Schools of

Philofophy, and fometimes ot Theology.
But being ftill liuble to their troublefome
Solicitations, at laft Iletr the Monaftery,
and took a private Lodgmg n the City,
where I lived at my own proper Charges :
And becaule they had a great part of my
Money in thetr Hands, which they thought
I would not leave behind me, they gave
me leave to fatslie my Curiofity, and ram-

* See the
Appendix,

" ble over the Countries round about, which

I did, travelling from City to City, forthe
ipace of {ix “onths: After I returned to
Avignor again, I continued there only for
the {pace of three Months, from the tune
I tirtt took a private Lodging in that City.
And they welcom’d me, and feem’d at frf}
to receive me very kindly, but when they
found that I put off from Dayto Day, to

C3 declare
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deelare my felfa Convert, then they begun
to attack me more clofely, and told me
plainly, We have waited a long time to
receive youinto the Bofom of the Catholick
Church, and uled many arguments to con-
vince you of the truth of our Religion, but
fince you ftill continue obftinate, we muit
defire you to take notice, that we can no
longer bear with your delays ; for hitherto
we have entreated the Fathers Inquifitors
that they would not give you any trouble,
which they have torbore to do upon our
requcit : But now fince you have rejected all
the tair means that we have ufed for fo long
a tirre for your Converfion, they are re-
folved not towairany longer.  Andto fhow
they were in good earneft, about eight
Days after there came Letters from the
Grand Inquifitor, exprefly requiring that I
{hould be put 1nto the Inquifition, unlefs I
would embrace the Chriftian Religion.
\\V hether thele Letters were real or {fuppo-
fitieious I know not, but this is certain,
that the Inqutficors fhow’d me {uch Letters,
and withal told me, That if 1 did rot change
~y Reitzion within Ten Days, they were ob-
iced o imprifon me.  The Jefuits were pre-
‘.nty, when thete things were done, who
Laving confulted with the Inquifitors, they
both agreed to allow me Fifteen Days

"~ wherein
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wherein to make a publick profeffion of
therr Religion. The reafon of granting
me this further time, was this, becaufe the
Day an which they {poke to me was the
ficft of Asowft, and the 14th of that Month
being, aecording to them, the Day of the
Affumption of the Blefled Virgin, they had
a great mind that 1 {hould publickly declare
my Converfion, and be baptized on that
Solemn Fefhwal. All thefe Propofals 1 was
~ forc’d to fubmit unto, and dur{t not refufe
them in my prefent Circumfiances: Where-
upon they, conceiving good hopes of me,
began anew to explain to me the Myfteries
of their Religion, which they did by fimili-
tudes; Thus, for Example, they illutraged
to me the Myftery of the Trimty, by the
fimlitude of a piecc of Cloth which is
thrice folded, which, notwithftanding the
three folds, is one and the fame Cloth. They
would never allow me to read the Bible,
but they furmihd me with abundance of
Books about the Miracles pretended to be
wrought by {one of their Saints, in con-
firmation of their peculiar Opiniows. For
the firft four or five Days, of the Fifteen
which were alletted me; 1 heard, with great
appearance of {ubmiffion, all the demon-
{trations they pretended to give for their
Do(trines, and when they anfwered my

Cy Argu.
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Arguments with Philofophical diftintions,
and ufed a multitude of hard words, which
were to me unintelligible, 1 granted all that
they faid, and confeffed they had almoft
made me a Convert. For when I faid that
T could not underftand thole Aniwers, or
Philofophical Arguments ; This Father De
Rode began to fay to me, My dear,
fince you cannot underftand what this
Reverend  Father fays, I will explain
it to you in your own fapanots 1.anguage;
and fo inftead of explaining 1t to me,
he faid, My dear Son, Tou [ee that the Fa-
thers lncuifitors, have a great mind to put
You into the ]izgm ﬁtiax, fecmﬁ' Jyou won't
confe(s your [elf a Comvert 5 therefore it would
be be:ter for you 10 (ay that you,underftana
what they [ay, than to be any longer obftinate;
their Argumemts are very well grounded and
veaforabic, Lat you cannot conceive the firength
of them s therefore let me defire you to fay
publickly, that you are now perfwaaed of the
goodneis of therr Arouments, and that you
d:n’t reguire amy more.  So T was obliged
to {fpeak 1n Latin, and fay, Now I under-
jiana very well, Lot us come to another Ar-
ficle.

But L I trefted,under God,to my hecis,
hoping by fome means or other to get out
o their Hands, and to run away in fuch

a
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a Road that they fhould not be able to
find me out again. After Ten Days of
the Fifteen were expired, 1 had {old all
that I had, and then I attempted to get out
of the City, but I found that the Centinel,
who watched at the Gate to which I came,
was exprefly forbidden to fufter me to go
out ; {uch care was taken by the Inquifitors
to prevent my Efcape. However [ did
not defpair, but being returned to my
Lodging, Iput off my Japan Clothes,which
I had hitherto wore, and clad my {elf after
the Mode of the Country; and then 1 at-
tempted to pafs out by another Gate:
Butl was fo much taken notice of by all
the People that were in the City, that the
Soldier who ftood Centinel at that Gate,
knew me under the difguife of my Clothes,
and ftopp’d me. This fecond difappoint-
ment frighted me not a little, but having
recolleted my Spuirits, I confidered that
Money rules the World, and prevails over
the generallity of Men, and therefore I
offered the Soldier a Piftol if he would
fuffer me to go out, which he accepted of,
and fo let me go, hoping it could never be
difcovered that he was the Man that did it.
Thus God delivered me out of the Hands
ot the Jefuits and Inquifitors, from whom
{ could expe@ no Mercy, if I had not in

Hypocrifie
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Hypocrific profefied thesr Religion, which 1

eould mever beartily believe,

Having thus made my efcape out of
Awvignon, 1 travelled along the River Rhone
with all the fpeed | could, as far as Lyons,
from Lyons I went to Salines, from Salines
to Brifac, and at laft from Brifac I tra-
velled by thefide of the Rhone, as far as 4n-
dernach, wherethe Soldiers of the Ele&or
of Colen feized me by force, according to
the Orders they had received from the E-
lettor, to Prefs all Paffengers that came that
way, to fill up the New Regiments he was
Raifing. There were then three Com-
panies in Andernach, three in Lintz, and fix
In Bonn, whether all the other Companies
reforted, being the place appointed for their
Rendezvous ; And whenthey wereallcome
together, my Captain, thinking to gratifie
the Coionels Curiofity, acquainted him
with what T had told him, that I was a
Nauive of the Iile Formoja, belonging to
Emperor of Fapan, and by Religiona Pa-
zan: that T had travelled from this far
diftant Country to faustie my Curiofity of
feeing Europe, having heard ftrange things
about it : But the Colonel who wasa Savoy-
ard, and call’'d le Chevalier St. Maurice, be-
ing a Bigot of the Romifr Church, thought
it a damnable thing to rctamna Psgan inthe

Service
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Service of the Elettar ; who being inform-
ed about me, commanded me to be car-
ried to fome [efuits, that they might en-
deavour to Convert me. Whereupon [
was obliged to go with the Colonel and
fome other Officers to the fefuits, with
whom I was to difpute about Religion;
tho’ Iknew very well by my former ex-
perience, that they are not able by ftrength
of Argument to convince any Man, and
much lefs, a Jew, a Tark, or a Heathen.
And now,being well acquainted with their
Opinions before hand, and the {everal Eva-
fions and Diftinctions they made ufe of to
defend them, T was the better prepared to
enter the Lifts with the Jefuits, againtt
whom I endeavoured to demonftrate ;
that there were greater Abfurdities in their
Religion, than they could {how 1n mine;
which I did with {o much readinefs and
brisknefs, and fuch a fair appearance of
Reafon, that the Colonel cried out, like
one aftonifhed, It was not I that {poke,
but fome Devil that {poke within me.
At laft one of the Jefuits took me afide to
a private place, and told me, that I was
in a moft miferable condition, if I {hould
continue 1n the Pagan Religion, but if I
would declare my f{elf a Convert to the
Romiflb Faith, he was able to obtain great

things
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things for me from the Prince Eletor;
But 1 told him he fhould firft convince me
of the Truth of his Religion, before he
made me any fuch Promifes ; which he not
being able to do I {lighted his offer,and con-
tinued ftill in my own Religion. Where-
upon the Colonel was fo exafperated againft
me, that he threatned to throw me into
Prifon, and feed me with Bread and Wa-
ter, uatil fuch time as I {hould declare my
felf a Convert. Butmy Cap:ai, who was
much the honefter Man of the two, hae
ving {eized ime by force, would not {utfer
any hurt 1o be donec me; and therefore
prayed the Colonel to permic me to go off,
and to grantme a Pafs, for traveling whe-
therfoever I would 5 which was prefently
done. After I got out of Bozz, 1 con-
timued my Journey till I came to Celen,
amd there the Cenuncl who kep: the Gate
feized ime again, and carried me before the
Captain of the main Guard, to whom I
thowed my ditimiion our of Bows, upon
the account of my Religion « but he told
me, If others be Fools, I am inot, though yor
are 1 Pagan, ;o inay frrve i the Army as
well as +he veff Chriftian, aad fo I was ob-
liged to Lit my ielt a Soiudier n that Re-
ament.  The Colonel whole Name was
Buchwaid, and the Major who was my

Captain,
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Captain, and whofe Name was Warm/-
dorff, were both Lutherans : The | ieuten-

ant Colonel, whole Name was Vanduil,
was a Roman Catlolick, and many of the
Officers in the Regiment were Calvinifts,
and all of them belonged to the Prince of
Mechlenburg, but the Regiment was hir'd
by the Dutch for fome Y ears.

The Colonel and my Captain {ent for
fome Lutheras Minifters, whereot one was
at Colen, another at a Village aboutan Hour
diftant, and two more who {erved in the
Brandenburg Regiments. All thefe four
came and difputed with me about Religt-
on for a whole Day; but their Confub-
ftantiation offended me as much as the
Roman Tranfubftantiation.

For it is liable to many of the {fame ab-
furdities with the Romsb Dottrine, about
the Eucharift ; Firft, becaufe it demes the
certainty of our Scnfes in the proper ob-
jets, andconfequently deftroys their great
Evidence of the Chriftian Religion, trom
the Miracles wrought in confirmation of it,
which depends upon the Teftimony of their
Senfes, who were Eye-witnefles of themi.
Secondly, The Lautheran Dottrine, as well as
the Romifb, fuppofes, that the Body af
Chrift which is now Glorious and Tin.mor-
tal in Heaven, is Corporally preient in the

T Eucharift,
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Fuchariit, and at the fame time in all thofe
places where this Sacrament is celebrated,
which appeared to me impofhible.

But befides thefe Abfurdities, which are
common to them both, the Lautheran Do-
¢trine 1s encumbred with {everal that are
peculiar: to 1t: For firft they fay, that
thefe Words, This 15 my Body, are to be
underftood literally, and that the Subftance
of the Bread is really prefent 5 fo that ac-
cording to their Interpretation the meaning
of the Words 15, This Subftance of the
Bread 1s really the Flefh of Chrift, which
15 a contradi€tion #x terminis ; tor it 1s plain.
lv impoflible, that the fame Subftance
fLould, at the fame time, be both Bread and
Flefh. Secondly, They affirm that the Bread
in the Euchanit is the Sacrament and Sign
of Chrift’s Body, and at the fame time
that it 1s the real Body ; whereas it is im-
poffible that the fame thing fhould be
both the Sign and the Thing fignitied, or
that ady thing fhould be a fign of it {elf.
Thirdly, They maintain that the Body of
Chrit is alive in the Eucharift (tor they
deny the Popifh Sacrifice of the Mafs,
wherein the Body 1s {lain and offered up)
which being united to the Divinity, is
certainly the object of Adoration, and yet
they deny that 1t is to be worfhipped.

Thefo
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Thefe and {everal other Arguments I
urged againft the Latherans, whereby they
perceived that they were not likely to con-
vince me of the Truth of their Doftrine
about the Eucharilt : Whereupon the Mi-
nifter who lived at the Village near Colex, -
took me home with him, and kept me
there for Fifteen Days, and thither the Cap-
tain came alfo, and both of them joined
together in making me many large Pro-
mifes to entice me to declare for their Re-
ligion ; but Icontinued inflexible, and could
not be prevailed upon by any fuch Motives.
After this the Lieutenant Colonel, who was
- a Roman Catholick, carried me to the Ca-
puchins, and from them to the Jefuits;
but all the means they could ufe with me
proved inefleCtual. At laft the Officers
that were Calusniffs -carried me to a Mi-
nifter of their Church, who dealt {o ef-
feCtually with me, that he almoft convinc'd
me of the truth of the Chriftian Religion,
becaufe he removed thofe ftumbling blocks
which were laid in the way by the Papifts
and Lutherans: But when he propofed
to me the Doftrine of Abfolute DPre-
aeftination , and endeavoured to prove
it from Scripture, I was fo fhock'd by
the apparent abfurdity. of it, thatI be-
gun to doubt of all thofe things he had

h convinced
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convinced me of before: Whereupon I
told him, if abfolure Predeftination was
neceffary to be believed,then it was a fign of
my Reprobation, that I could not be per-
{fwaded to believe it.  Eefides T added {ur-
aher, That, {uppol nz abiolutc Predeftina-
tion I fhould ieve. be condemned tor my
Infidelity, but becauic Trwas reprobated by
an Abfolute and Ercimal Decree of God.
And Laftly, I infifted upon this Argument,
That I could not be perfwaded to believe
in Chrift, unlefs I were certain that Chrift
died for me: but, fuppofing abfolute Pre.
deftination, I could neverbe certain of this,
becaufe Chrift died only tor thofe who were
to be faved by an abfoiute Decice, and it
was impoffible for me to know whether
I was one of that number or no. Thef,
and fuch-like arguments,1 propofed to him,
but he, to excufe him{elt for nor antwering
them, pretended that 1 was obftinate and
wouid not be convinced by Reafon: And
¢hus, after all the attempts that had been
made to convert me to Chritianity, I con-
tinued fhll hrm in my old Religion. In
the mean time our Regiment marched from
Colen to  Loifleduc 1n Holland, where fome
Calvimft Minifters came to fee me, rather
out of curiofity, than any defign of con-
verting me, whom I oppofed with the ar-

gument
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gument againt Predeftination which 1
laft mentioned, but could never meet with
any fatisfaCtory Anfwer toit, From the
Bofch we marched to Slufe in Flanders,
where we ftay’d for the fpace of Three
Months and a¥1alf, during which time, the
moft generous and candid Brigadier Lauder,
who was then Governor of S/ufe, invited
to his Houfe a Minifter of the Fresch
Church, called D’ Amalvy. This French
Minifter who had a good Opinion of him-
!t for a very learned Man, challenged me
to Difpute with him about Religion, and
nme and place were agreed upon. When
the Day came, there appeared a great mul-
titude of learned Men,who came to hear us:
And in the prefence of them all D’ 4malvy
made me this offer 5 That if I could {how
oreater Evidence for my Religion than he
could thow tor his, he was ready to re-
nounce his own Religionand embrace mine;
and in return for this trank offer, I promifed
him to do the famething, if he could give
me clearer demonttrations for the truth of
s Religion, than I could for mine. Ha-
ving thus fettled the Preliminaries, I was
-t to give an account of the God we
rlored, and our manner of worfhipping
'm, which I did as well as  could Ex-
mpors 2 Bur vhen T told him; that we
1), ALC
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are ccmmanded by our God to offer up
Infants 1n Sacrifice to him, he ftopp’d me,
and ask’d, Does not this favour of Cruclty
In vour God that he will have Men Sa.
crificd to him; To which I anfwer'd, that
it was indeed moft cruel to require fuch
Human Sacrifices = but from hence | took
occafion to retort the argument upon him,
by fhewing that his God was yet more
cruely according to his Opinion of him,
For if it be cruel to deprive Men of this
Temporal Life, tho by this means they
are admitted to Eternal Lite; certainly tt
15 infinitely more cruel to create Men on
purpofe to make them Eternally miferable
ud tocondemn them to this Mifer before
they are Born, without any refpet to the
Good or Evil they fhal: do,and foto Sacrifice
them to the Devil. To chis Retortion he
cculd not anfwer, and fo I procecded tur-
ther to 1ntorm him, that our God did ap-
pear tous intheflape of an Elephanr, i
Oxe.i;"-"::. and that under thefe fhapes we

orfpipr’d him . Agamft this Apparicion

Cm under tuch Figures, he objelted
I 2T T Was 1rrpcﬁio’c that God who was
Omp:potent, Jnbnite, Immenie, Incompit:
Lenfibie and ELC‘IM} could be included in
e Lodv o tieh a Bealt. To which |
snfwer’d, Thatit wis impoflible for G

r’

|
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to be included in the Body of fuch a Bealt,
he was bound to maintain the like abfur-
dity by the Principles of hts own Religion 3
For,faid Lyou believe that the Holy Ghoft,
who is God Infinite, Immenfe, &¢. did
appear under the fhape of a Dove,which
s much lefs than either an Elephant or
an Oxe. To tlus he made no reply,and
tho' there were many prefent who would
have anfwer’'d this and other Arguments,
vet he commanded them all to be filent,
and would {ufler no body to fpeak but him-
clt. In fine he exhorted me very much to
the practice of Chriftian Humility and
Meeknefs, asif he intended to referve to
lum{elf alone the Priviledge of Pride and
Arrogance, which I could plainly difcern, by
his Words and Actions, to be very predo-
minant 1n his Temper. Thus this Con-
terence ended, without producing any good
efle€t upon me, and it by God's Provi-

cence I had not met with a better Guide to

direct me in the Courfe I {hould Steer to

arnive at a fafe Harbour in this dangerous

>a of Controverfies, 1 muft have {plit up-

on the Rocks and Shelves of the abfurd O-

pnions I met with among {ome fort of
Chriftians, and adhcar’d more obftinately

an ever to the Idolery in which I was

ccucated.  For I could never bring my

D - Mind
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Mind to believe {uch a Schicme of the
Chrifian  Religion, as was propoted,
but net aemarz,‘h.ztea by him -+ Such a
Syftem of Reiigion x.ould never find en-
tertatnment with me, which places Cer-
berus in the very Threﬂ*o‘fi I mean. wluch
impofes asa neceflary Article of Fauh, the
horrible decree of abtolute I x.plohatlen for
this Dectrine givesa very odious and tright-
tul Ide: of a me!t Goed and Gracious God,
by reprefenting im as Cruel and Tyrani-
cal to his poor Creatures, as one that de-
fizns and deligires i thewr Eternal Ruine ;'
it perfelly oreturns all Religion, by de-
{troving the ulc of all Laws, and their Re-
wards and Punifhments. to thofe that are
ferred'd wath che Adamanune Chains  of
this faa! Decrce; who according to the
Catziondy are the sreageft part of Man.
Ling. Bt while 1) was 1n this ungertam
end dunzergus Conditiony 1t pleated God,
who ioinanitoy Wife and Good, and will
not fufier thet Rehgion which he has
paated and maintain’d by s own Al-
mi bty Power, to becheck’d inits progrefs
b the Ignorance or Miitake ot his M-
weers: 1oy, it pleafed this good God to
1) wih_ for me fuch a Judictous and Ho-
vot Guaide, as was very {uccelstul 1 all
nnss reann to my Coaverfion, wha
- mopofed
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propofed to me the Chriftian Religion in
its Purity, without thofe Monftrous Do-
fArines of Tranfubftantiation , Confub-
ftantiation and abfolute Predeftination :
A Religion that was not embarafs’d with
any of thofe abfurdities which are maig:
rain’d by the many various Selts in Chriften-
aom : Whereot he gave me a Scheme in a
Mathematical method by way of Difini-
tions, Axioms, Poflulata and Propofitions ;
which he divided into 2 Parts, wheteof the
ficft contains the grounds of the Chriftian
Religion 1n general, the {econd contains the
particular grounds of the Church of Eng-
lind, as it 1s 2 Society diftin¢t from all Scluf-
matical Affemblics. And firft, the grounds
of the Chriftian Religion he propos’d in the
lollowing Order,whereby I was,thro’ God’s
Mercy, deliver'd from thie Brrors and Su.
perititions of my Pagan Religion.

The Groiinds of the Author's Con-
verton,

DEFINITIONSGS.

Defin. 1. By God, I underftand 4 Being in-
fusite, ancreated, eternal, &c. Consaining ir
himfelf all Perfettions that either aituallyexift,
r are poffivle. ’ 2. A
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2. A thing is [aid to be Created for the
Glory of God, which manifefts one, or more of
his Attributes, according to its natural Stase
andPower.

3. By Miracles, I underfland certain Effelts
that are clear and evident, which exceed all the
Powers of natural Caules, and are defign'd for
the Confirmation of a good Religion.

4- By Revelation, I underftand the extraor-
dinary Manifeftation of the Dizvine Will, which
Men by their natural faculties could not ate
tain 1o.

5. By Religion, I underftand that Worfbup,
or way of Worfbipping, which God requires of
x5, and e owe unto him.

6. By Creatures of the [ame kind, I under-
Sfand either fuch as ave Vegetative, Senfitive,
cr Rasional, &c.

9. That 45 [aiatoexift by abfolute neceffity.

without whicl _mtb;;ng elfe can exift.

AXTOMS.

t. Al Creatures are not endow’a with equa.
Pertectiois.

2. Two or more Propofitions, contraaiiting
two or more Propofitions, cannot be both trae.

3. If there be two or more thingsconfifting
of twoor more Propojitioss which are repugnant
to one another, thee things canmot be both
Iyuce.

g. Tixre ov2 (ifferenit Religions in the
e ia. §. Al
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s. All different Religions what(oever, con-
fift of a certain Numoer of Propofitions, which
are either all falle, or all true, or partly falfe,
partly true. "

. Unlefs we had a thinking facalty, the
Glory of God would not appear to us.

7. The fironger the faculty is in any Man,
the more clearly are the properties of a thing
conceiv’d by him, viz. Uf that thing which is
the object of the faculty. |

8. Nothing can be made by nothing.

POSTULATA.

1. That the Glory of God, the Publick Good,
and the ddvantage of every Private Man, be

the great ends which are defign’d by all truye Re-
l1gs0m.

2. That Men wuft either believe [omething
or nothing.

3. That nothing be believ'd without fufficient
Evidence. :

4. That thofe things which have the [(ame
o equal degrees of Evidence, [bould obtain wtily
us, the fame or an equal degree of Affent,

PROPOSITIONS.

1. There is 4 God.
2. AN things were Created for his Glory,

g 2. The
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3. The more we know of an object, the more,

nasurally [peaking, (bould the Contemplation of
that obyect excite in a5 the love or bhatred
of it.
4 4. Al the different Religions in the World,
proceed esther from the love or hatred of the ob-
ject of our Adoration, or the different degrees of
thefe Affeitions.

s. NoWorflrip is tobe aiven to God, which
15 not grateful to him.

6. Al the Religions 1n the Worlataken co!.
lecEsvely, are not acceptable to God.

7. There is one Relizion, confider'd diftinitly
by it [elf, which alone is arateful to God.

8. Men in their Natural State, cannot dif-
cover this sne Relizion.

0. There are certain means, whereby the true
Relizion may be difceri’d from thofe that are

falfe.

10. Revelation is ablolutely necef[ary.

11. "Tis moft agreeable to the Wifdom of
God, that the Cr.atures of the [(ame kinds

[boald exprefs the Glory of God in one and th
(ame Harmonious manner ; Nay, thisis a thing

fafeparable from the nature of thefe Crea-

tures.
12. God may reveal himfelf more or lefs 2o
Mankind, according to his own good pleajure.
13. 1he more univer(al the Evsdence is for

axy Revelation, the more perfect and univer/a:
fjff’ I{fIJ:ng” 1: /f/f‘ 2:5-

t4. The
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14, Thast Religion was never defignd by
God, to be embrac’d by all Mankind, which had
not the Degrees of Euvidence proportionable ro
that Univer[ality. | ‘

15. That Revelation is of all others moft
nerfect, whole Evidence is moft univerfal,

16. That Revelation, and confequently Re-
lizion, # juftly to be efteems'd moft univer(al,
whole Evidence is [0 clear, that mone can call it

in queftion if he believes any thing, and which
contains [uch arguments exciting Men to the

Practice of it as are [uited to the meaneft ca-

pacity,

Upon thefe fure Foundations laid down
by my faithtul Guide, which he more parti-
cularly explain’d and prov'd to me by word
of Mouth, the Divine Grace aflifting me, I
did heartily embrace the Chriftian Religt-
on.

And I will be bold to affirm, thatifa-
ny one fhall carefully examine all the Reh-
gions in the World, by the Rules aforemen-
tion’d, it will plainly appear, that neither
the Jewifb, nor Pagan, nor Mahometan Re-
“hgion, but only the Chriftian, has a jult

Title to be the Univerfal Religion of Mas-
kind.

But then finding there were feveral So-
cieties of Chriftians, 1 was for fome time

donbt-
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doubtful to whieh Communion I {hould
joyn my felf, for the Minifters of the Dutch
Church, endeavour'd to perfwade me to
their Communion ; Alledging that a Church
Govern'd by Bifhops, was not agreeable to
Scripture, and the Primitive Church: And
on the contrary, Mr. Innes affirm’d, and en-
deavour'd to prove, that Epifcopal Govern-
ment was the moft Ancient and the Primi-
tive form of Government, that was us’d in
the Chriftian Church : But while I wasthus
doubtful, at length certain Principles were
agreed upon between them both, which be-
ing propos'd ina Mathematical method, and
clearly demonftrated, remov'd all doubts
out of my mind, and fixd me to be a moft
faithful Member of the Church of Enz-
land.

Thefe Principles were propos’d to me i
the following Order.

DEFINITIONS.

1. By acertain order of Men, I under[tand

/ome [elect perfons in a Society, enjoying a power
or previledze which is not communicable to every

sarticular m.mber of that Society.

2, On
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2. By Ordination I underftand a power re-
cesved of anotber or others, for adminiftring the

Holy Sacraments and other Sacred Ordinances,

according to our blefled Saviours Inftitu-
tion.

3. By aChurch 1 anderftand a Society of Men
belseving and profelfing the Chriftian Doctrine,
and having a power of adminiftring the Holy
Sacraments and other [acred Ordinances ac-
cording to our blefled Savour’s Inflitutions.

POSTULAT A.

1. A Socicty may be faid to have a Power,
when one or more of the Society are Uefted
with it, tho’ every particular member cannot
pretend to ut.

2. What abfolute necelfity Obliges a Society
to do in time of Cenfufton, ought mot to be
made a [tandard for the [ame, or another So-
ciety, when they come to enjoy their Power o
Priviledges without anmy difturbance ; nay in
this cafe Necélfity makes not the thing Lawful
but pardonable only, and lofes sts name when
any Efcape occafion’d by it can be redrefsd.

3. In matters of Fait,a [appofition of the
contrary being poffible, 15 not [ufficient to e-
nervate the Trath of what is pafs'd, 1. c. nome
can [ay [uch 4 thing has not been [b, becanfe,

perhaps,
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Perhaps it could have been otherwife.

AXIOMS.

1. Nothing isto be believ'd sn the Chriftian
Religion but what is built upon certain Evi-
dence.

2, Nothing is to be praitis’d by C brifidm
( 1 mean in that Capacity ) which is ot believ-
4.

3. Une Man, or number of Men,cannot give
that to another Man, or another Number of
Men, which they themfclves have not and 1!
not in their power.

PROPOSITIONS.

1. There hath been a Church of Chriftians
upon Earth (Ince the diys of our ble[Jed Savs-
our and his Apoftles.

2. The Church hath no power, but what fle
hath deriv’d from our bleffed Saviour and bis
Apofties. |

3- The Apoftles were Cloath’dwith 4 powes
which .was not communicableto sl Chriftians
tw General.

4. All Chrifisns in generaly in the days of
the Apojtles or the Primitive C hurch, had not
a power of adminiftring the holy Sacraments
aiig Preaching the Gofpel.

5. Thefe who had not ihis power themféz’fz)fj:

(oK.
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could not be sn a Capacity of Communicating
it to others.

6. This Power then has been continually lodg’d
11 a certain Qrder of Men to whom our bleffed
Saviour or his Apoftles did communicate it

7. This power has been tranthitted down
to us by this Qrder of men inviolably and un.
intervaptedly from the firft Ages of the Chri-
(tian Church.

8. Thofe are not a Charch,who [éparate them-
[elves from that or thole Societies of Chriftians,
in whom the power of Adminiftring the holy
Sacraments, and other [acred Ordinances is only
lodg'd

%, No Perfon ought to joym himfelf in
Commaunion with that Scciety which Has no
Pomwer of Adminifiring tbeHa{y Sacrament s,ana

other Sacred Qrdinances.

10. INoman ought to affume to himfelf that
Power, unlefs he receives it from thofe who
are in a Capacity of geving it,

11. Every ome that receives it this way,
onght to be faly affured,and have fuffcient ev;-
dence, that thefe from whom berecesves it have
a real Power of granting 1t, ard a bare Pyo-
pability can mever vindicate bim from Ufurp-
ing that Power,

12. INo man can be affured of thisunlefs at
the [ame, time be bath [ufhcient evidence, that
chofe who give it him be in the Number of that
Oraer af Men, towhom the Apoftles did Com-

municate
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municate this Power, to be tran'mitted down

inviolably and uninterruptedly from the fir [t

Ages of the Chriftian Church. |
13. There is no other way for People to be

affured of this,but by going backward from their
own times to thofe of the Apofties or the Primi-

tive Church.
14. [hofe whe cannot produce this Evidence,

cannot be that Qrder of Men to whom the A-
poftles did communicate this Power to be invio-
(ably and uninteruptedly preferi’d and tranfs
mitted down to us from the firft Apes of the

Chriftian Charch.
15. The Churchof England is able to pro-

duse this Evtdence, and confequently 15 ix the
number of that Order of Men, to whom the
Apoftles dia communicate this Power to be tran/-
metted dowen to us inviolably and uminterrup-
zedly from the firff dacs of tne Chriftian

Chmrch.

Theie were the Propofitions concerning
Cliurch Coinmunion that were given to me
oy my Learned and Judicious Guide M.
Funes, which 1{hall not now pretend to de-
mopftrate, but {iall only add, That by their
native Force and Evidence, all my doubts
and Scruples, about the various Souetics ot
Chriftians, were diffolv’d and vanifbed a-
way, and [ did heartily joyn my felftothe
Church ot England as 3 true Apofiolical

Church
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Church, and free from all forts of Error ei-
ther as to its Government or Do&rine. 1
know very well,that no Truths are fo

clear but they may be liable to fome Ob-
ie&ions from Men of contrary Principles ;
but this 1 told to the Minifters of Sluce,
Reverend Sirs, tf ye can give me as clear a
Scheme of the Principles upon which your
Communion is founded, as this which is
given me by Mr. Fanes, T fhall readily
compare them together, and determine my
felf according to the beft of my Judgment ;
but until you do this, you mult Pardon me
that I do not joyn my felf to your Com-
munion: And [ince thefe good Men never
attempted to give me any fuch Scheme, §
did Frankly and Publickly profefs my felf
a Member of the Churchof England.

Leaving therefore any further difpute a-
bout Church-Communion, I fhall purfuc

the grounds and principles given me by my
Guide for demonttrating the Truth and Cer-
rainty of the Chnftian Religion. And in
doing this I {hallobferve thus order in the
tollowing difcourfe, viz.

1. I {hall prove the Exiftence of a Ged
by whom all things are Created, and dif-
tinétly explainthe Attributes of God. 2. I fhall
confider the final caufes for which God
made the Heaven, and the Earth, and all
things that arc in them; and from thence

COfl-
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conclude, that they werg made by a moft
Intelligent and Wife being. 3. I fhallaf-
{ert the neceffity of a particular Revelation
from God, to difcover the manner in which
he will be worfhip’d by Mankind; which
worfhip is properly call’d by the Name of
Religion. 4. T{hall prodyce fuch Charac-
tenfticks and evidences whereby every one
from the light of Nature, may diftinguifh
between a true andfalfe Religion. 5.1 {hall
demontitrate the Chriftian Religion to be
the only true Religion, revealed by God to
Mankind, and that all the other Religi-
ons in the World are falfe  And laftly, I
fhall anfwer the principal Objeftions which
I'made while a Heathen, againft the truth
and certainty of the Chriftian Religion.

.
- e e L R T —— i A v el e e o e - T re———

SECT. 1

Of the L xiftence of God.

Tls certain that ti.2 being of God 1s the
Foundation of all Religion, for all
enquiries about the rjght way of W prﬂlip-
ing him, would be fuperfluous and imper-
tinent, uplets we be fuft certain that there
1§
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is a God. The far greateft part of Man-
kind, as well Pagans as others, are agreed
in the Exiftence of a God; yet becaufe
fome do call it in queftion, I fhall endea-
vour to prove it by a few Arguments, that
I may {ecure this fundamental Doltrine of
all reveal'd Religion, from all the attacks
of unreafonable Men.

But before I proceed to thefe Arguments,
it may be neceflary to obferve. the various
Opinions of learned Men concerning the
means of attaining the Knowledge of God 2
Some think that the notion of God is im-
printed on the Hearts of all Men by na-
ture; others deny that there is any fuch
Idea of a God in the Minds of Men by
nature: Some think that the Knowledge
of God is convey'd to us by Revelation,
or deriv'd by Tradition from the firlt Man,
who was immediately created by God.
but without entring upon a nice Exami-
nation of thefe feveral Opinions, I hope
this will «be granted on all Hands, That
by the right ufe of our rational Faculties,
with the help of thofe Principles that are
inown by the Light of Nature, we may
nay arrive at the certain Knowledge of
God, whofe Exiftence therefore I fhall en-
icavour to demonftrate by the following
Arguments,

E 4RG.
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ARGOMENT L

Every thing that is, muft either be from
it {cIf, or from another. If it be from
it felf, then it is uncreated, independent
and eternal, and confequently God: If
from another, {eeing all fecond Caufes are
produced by fome other which give them
being, (as we derive our original from
our Fathers, and they from their Fathers,
and fo upwards) then either thefe fecond
Caufes muft produce one another 1z nfi-
nitym, without any beginnings or the
eff-<ct muft fometimes produce a prior
Caufe, and fo they muft produce one ano-
ther in a Circle, or we muft acknowledge
{ome firft Caufe, by which all other things
are produced, which 1s God.

Now there cannot be an infinite faccef-
fion of Caufes producing one another trom
all Eternity: For every Caufe that pro-
duces a new thing out of nothing, mult
have fome beginning of 1ts operation,
which muft be perfetted in a limited time,
and therefore there can be no {uch pro-
ducticn of any thing from all Eternity,
but every thing muft be produced 1n a cer-
tain determinate time, whichis plainly 1c-
confiltcit with the nature of Eternuy.

Ax
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And neither can there be any fuch cir-
cular production of Caufes, whereby the
laft effet 1s the cfhicient of the firt Caufe,
for then the fame thing would be the
Caufe of its Caufe, it would be Prior and
Pofterior to 1ts Caule, and toit {elf, which
is plainly impoffible, and therefore we muft
conclude, that there 1s a firlt Caufe which
isuncreated, aud the Creator of all things

elfe.
ARG, 1L

I am f{ure that there is {omething now
m the World, for I am confcious to my
{elf, that I think, I perceive,l doubt 5 which
Attions cannot proceed from nothing, and
therefore I am certain, that there 15 a
thinking Being. And from hence thefe
two things will undeniably follow, 1/2. That
there was {fomething from all Eternity, for
cither there was always fomething, and
{o there was an eternal Being, or there
was a time when there was nothing, and
then nothing could ever have beens for
there 15 no Principle more certain than
this, that nothing cdn produce nothings
but every ching that has a Being, muft be
producd by fomethings and therefore
It there was a time when there was nothing,
nothing could ever have been produced.

E 2 21y
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2dly, Since 't1s certain that there is now
in the World a thinking Being, which
knows and under(tands ; from hence 1t
will no lefs evidently follow, that there
was a Knowing, Underﬁandmg Being
from all Eternity;, for 1t 1s no lefs impof-
fible for a Being devoid of Knowledge to
produce a knowing Bemng, than for no-
thing to produce fomethmo' and 1f there
was a time when there was no fuch know-
ing Being, 1t could never have begun to
bc becanfe there was no caufe to produce
5 and therctore fuch a knowing Being
muft bc from Eternrty. After the {ame
manner we may deduce all the perfetti-
ouns of God, fer we find there 15 Power,
Wifdom and Goodnels in the Weorld 5 all
which mut be deriv'd from the {ame eter-
nal Source : For if there had been a time
when thefe things were not, they could
ncver have begun to be, there being
then no caufc to produce them g and there-
fore this cternal Being muft be alfo moft
Knowing, Powerful, Wife and Good, and
be the fitlt caufe and origtnal of all thefc
Perfections we find in the World 5 for no-
thing can cver give to another any Per-
f.ction thatit hath not in it £ Jf, and there-
fore the Grlt eternal Caufe of alk things
nriit contain m e al the Perfeliions that

can over afilr exilt.
Having
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Having thus eftablifh’d the Exiftence of
a God, 1 fhall next proceed to prove, that
he is the Ruler of the World, who di- -
retts and governs allthings by his wife Pro-
vidence: Which will appear by confider-
ing, 1. That all things in nature do att
for certain ends, which they attain by
ufing proper means fitted to thofe ends that
are defign’d; but to defign and purfue an
end, and make choice of fit means for
compaliing that end, are fuch actions as re-
~ qure Reafon, Wifdom, and Forefight,
which no inanimatc Creature 1s capable
of ; and therefore all inanimate Creatures
mult be diretted and guided by {ome wife
Superintendent, in purfuing their feveral

ends by proper means, which themfelves
know nothing of. 2. We fee that all

things in nature are f{ubordinate to one
another, and made {ubfervient to f{everal
excellent ules and purpoles, which muft
be the contrivance of a wife Governour
that ruleth over all.

Thus the Plants and Merbs {erve for
food to Animals, and both Plants and
Animals are ufeful for many parpotes to
Man, as for Food and Phyfick, and feve-
ral other neceflary ends in humane Life:
Man himfelf is wonderfully made, all the
parts of his Body being wilely adapted to
pertorm thetr feveral Functions, and mu-
| E 3 tually
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tually fublervient to one another , and
to the good of the whole, as might be
lar:ml} prov'd by partlcular mﬁances 1f it
were necctiary.  We cannot open our Eyes
but we meet with many Arguments of a
wife over-ruling Providence 3 for the Air
ferves us to breath 111, and 1s (o neceflaryto
our Lifc,that it cannot {ubfilt many Minutes
wichout ir. The Earth {upplics us with
Corn tor food, and Wood for firings it
{upports or houfes, and furnifhes the ma-
terials for buildings of them: The Sea
{crves to tranfport our Ships and Commo-
dities to the moft diftant parts of the Earth,
and to bring home inte our Harbours the
Produdts of all other Countries. The Sun
does not fhine for himfelf, but appears
to be made on purpofe to give Light
to them that live upon the Earth, and
it 15 placed at fuch a convenient di-
ftance, and moves 1n fuch a conftant uni-
form courfe, as i1s neceflary to refrefh all
things on Earth with its heat, and to ri-
pen all the Fruits of the Ground., By
which, and many thoufand other Inftances
wherein the Creaturcs are admirably fitted
for ufcfuiand excellent purpofes, it plainly
appears, that the Works of Nature cannot
poifibly be the Effects of blind Chance and
Necelity, but muft be the contrivance of an

All-wile Creator and Governour. 3. To
thef:
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thefe Arguments we might add for a far-
ther confirmation of this Truth, 1ff. The
Univerfal confent of all Nations, which
generally agree, that there 15 one {upreme
God, who made and governs the World.
2dly, The Natural Power of Confcience,
which reproves and torments a Man for the
hetnous Crimes he hascommitted, tho’ the
Perfon be above the fear of human Punifh-
ment, or the Crime be committed {o fecret-
ly, as to efcape all natural means of difco-
very 5 in which Cafes Confcience by its
Sentence does, as it were, bind a Manover
to the Judgment of a fuperiour invifible
Judge. Bat I fhall conclude all with this
Reflexion : That from what has been {aid
it appears, that tho’ Mankind had not any
innate Notion of a God, yet they are en-
dow'd with fuch a rational Faculty, by
which they can deduce the exiftence of a
God, from {uch Principles as are univer-
{ally known and acknowledg’d by the Light
of Nature: And this they can do without
the help of Revelation, which muft al-

ways prefuppole the being of a God who
makes that Revelation.

E 4 SECT.



56 The Grounds of

| SECT. IL
Of the Attributes of GOD in general.

Ltho' we conceive the Divine Effence
in it {clf to be one and the fame,
which confifts 1n all pofiible perfection ;
yet the Attributes of God may be diftin-
guif'd and call'd by peculiar Names, with
refpect to the different Objetts upon which

they are exercis’'d, and the different Ope-
rations that 4re exerted upon them 5 not

that there is any real diverfity in God him-
felf, but only in our Conceptions of him ;
for fuch 15 the weaknefs of our Under-
ftanding, that we cannot 1n one Thought
comprehend all the Divine Perfettions,
but are forc'd to reprefent them to our
Minds{everally, asexerting them{elves up-
on difterent Objects ; and {o there is no
difference 1n the Attributes themfelves, but
only in our manner of conceiving, with
refppdt to their different Operations.

But before we proceed to a particuiar
enumeration of the Divine Attributes, we
muft premile, that thefe Attributes are not
tq be confounded with the peculiar Ef-

, fects proceeding from them, but thefe two
arc to be diftin(ily confider’d and explain'd.
‘ Thus
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Thus Juftice is to be diftinguith’'d from
Punifhment, and Goodnefs from Benefi-
cence, as Caufes are commonly diftin-
guifh'd from their proper Effells.

This being premis'd, we may divide
the Divine Attributes into two forts ; For.
ther God is conlider'd fimply as a Being,
and fo Spirituality and Eternity are attri-
buted to him 5 or as a living Being, and
{o Underftanding and Will are afcrib’d to
him. The Attributes of God that are in
the Will, may be confider'd two ways, ei-
ther after the manner of Affe&tions, fuch
as we feel in our felves, and fo Love, Ha-
tred, Anger, Defire, Joy, and Sorrow, &-.
are attributed to God ; or after the man-
ner of Moral Vertues, as Juftice, Good-
nefs, Long-fuffering, Severity, & to
which we may add, as that which refults
from all his other Attributes, his Glory
and Happinefs. | |

SECT.
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SECT. IIL

Of the Divine Astributes in particular.

OF the Attributes which belong to
to God as he is fimply a Being, we
fhall reckon in the firft place Unity 5 for
God is properly and numerically one, as
being undivided in himfelf, and divided
from all other things ; and becaufe the
Divine Nature cannot be multiplied into
different Gods, as the Human Nature 1s
into feveral Men, therefore there 1s one
only true God, and there is no other God
befides him. |

The fecond Attribute which belongs to
God as he 1s fimply a Being, is Spirituali-
ty ; for God is a Spirit, 1.e. a molft pure
and immaterial Being, devoid of <all bulk,
whofe moft eflential A&t is Cogitation 3
and he is not anly incorporeal, but the
moft pure and fimple of all Spirits.

The third Attribute of this fort belong-
ing to God, 1s Eternity, which 1s nothing
elfe but a Duration that has neither be-
ginning nor end. But when we fay that
God 15 eternal, both 4 parte ante, and 4
parte poft, we include under this Notion
his Immutability, and afirm, that God

i3



the Author s Conwverfion.  5gq

is free from all variation and change.

The fourth Attribute of God is his Im-
menfity, whereby he filleth all places
And thercfore when we fay that God is
immenic, we afhrm that no place can con-
tain him, and that he is every-where pre-
fent in all imaginable {paces. And fo much
may fuffice for the Explication of the firlt
{ort of Attrioutes.

The fecond fort of Attributes are {uch as
belong to him as he is a living Being : And
in fpeaking to them, we arc firlt to confi-
der his Lite, as being the Foundation of
all this kind of Attributes and their Ope-
rations, without which he could neither
exift, nor act as an intelligent Being, nor
be capable of Happinefs, which 1s contrary

to the Idea we have already fram’d of
God.

The {econd Attribute of this fort is Un-
derltanding, which may be diftinguifh’d
into Knowledge and Wifdom. The Ob-
=t of the Divine Knowledge 1s every thing
that is knowable, all things that are, have
been, or {hall be, all things that are pofi-
ble and impoffible. When therefore we
fay that God is Omniicient, we athrmthat
God does, 1. Know himfelf, and all his
own infinite PerfeCtions. 2. That he knows
all things that are in himf{clf, or from him-
(elf, or without himfelf y within himfelf,

as
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as his Decrees ; from himfelf, as his ex-
ternal Actions of Creation, Preférvatlon,
. without himfelf, as the Sins of Men,
.

The Wifdom of God is that Perfeion
in God, whereby he foreknows and di-
rets the means which he thinks fit for at-
taining a certain End, which is either (ub-
ordinate, as the Redemptlon of Mankind,
which he accomplifh'd by the Incarnation
of his only Son, or ultimate, whichis the
demontration of his own Glory, to which
all other things are made {ubfervient.

The third Attribute is the Divine Will,
which may be either confider'd as the Fa-
culty, or the Att of willing {uch and {uch
things to be done, for wife, juft, and good
Ends : Such are all the Decrees of God
whereby he relolves within himfelf to ac-
complith certain Ends, by fuch means as
conduce moft to his own Glory. And
thefe Decrees are either abfolute, as thofe
of the Creation, and fending his own Son
into the World ; or conditional, as the
Decrees of {aving Mankind, upon the Con-
ditions of Faith and Repentance.

In the Divine Will we may confider two
kinds of Attributes, whereof the firlt is
conceivid after the manner of the Affe-
&ions we feel 10 oar felves 5 the fecord is

conceiv'd after the manner of the Moral
vertues,
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Vertues, which in us do govern the Affe-
Gions. |

Lovein God is an Affettion whereby he
delights in that which is good, and in
communicating himfelf unto it, whence
arifes Goodnefs. This Love includes in it
felf, Grace, Mercy, &e.

Hatred is that Affection which is oppo-
fite to Love, whereby God abhors every
thing that is evil.

Anger hath great afhinity with Hatred,
and in us it is an AffeCtion whereby we
keep off any thing that is evil from our
felves , but in God it fignifies his purpofe
of punifhing Evil-doers.

The Juftice of God does perfectly agree
with his Holinefs, and is that Perfetion
whereby he always wills and does that
which 1s good, holy, juft, and right, and
this is call’d Univerfal Juftice ; but his
particular Juftice 1s that which diftributes
to every one what is due, or that whereby
he rewards the Good, and punifhes the E-

vil, and {o it refpects Man as {ubject to the
Law of Nature,

This Juftice is temper’d with Mildnefs
and Long-{uftcring, which are thofe Per-
. fections in God that reftrain his Anger
againft Sinners without a great caufe. .

The Omnipotence of (iod 1s that Per-
fection whereby he can do all things that

do
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do not imply a contradiction, and is {uch
aPower as nothing can refift.  The Glory
of God is the Excellency of the Divine
Nature, whereby he infinitely exceeds all
the Creatures. The Happinefs of God is
the refult of all the Divine Pertetions,
in which he cannot but take great compla-
cency, and fo they make him infinitely
happy by the coniemplation of them.

From what hasbeen {aid, we may infer,
That {1:ce Ced 15 a moft imple Being, and
his Attributes are not really diftinguifh’d
trom oite anothier, his Adtions do not pro-
ceed frm one artribute alone, but from
an fanmont.us concurrence of all his Attri-
butes togeth.r.

Sk CT.
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SECT. 1IV.
Of God's End in Creating the World.

Aving thus eftablifh'd the Exiftence
H of a God, and provid him to be

the Creator and Governor of all things,
o far as was neceflary in a matter fo clear
and evident in it felf, I proceed now to
confider the End which God might pro-
pofe to himfelf in creating the World,
which muft be fuch asis{utable to his own
infinite Perfections : And {eeing the Glory
of God 1is the refult of his moft excellent
Nature, we cannot imagine, that he did
propofe to himfelf any other End in all
his Works, befides his own Glory. And
this {eems to me as clear as the Sun at
Noon-day. But if all the Creatures were
made for the Glory of God, then 'tis cer-
tain that every one of them is bound to
glorifie God in that Station wherein it was
created 5 and {o we {ay, that the Heavens
dzclare the Glory of God, becaufe by them
we come to the knowledge of God : But
‘an being the moft perfect of all the vifi-
ble Creaturcs, and endow’'d with the moft
excellent Faculties, ought fo much the
more to fhew forth the Glory of God

above
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above all the other Creatures, by how
much he 1s more capable and adapted by
Nature to that end. And indeed the in-
animate Creatures can only filently com-
mend their Maker, but it is the Duty of
Man to make their Praifes vocal, and to
declare the infinite Power, Wifdom, and
Goodnefs of God, which plainly appeat
in the Works of the Creation. And this
1s the Great End for which his Faculties
were given him by God 5 for therefore has
he Eyes to {ee, and an Underftanding to
perceive and apprehend the wonderful
Works ; therefore has he a Tongue given
him to publifb the Praife that's due to
his moft exceilent and bountiful Creator,
Whether therefore we confider the End for
which Man was created, or the many and
great Benefits he has receiv'd from God, as
the creating him of {uch an excellent Na-
turc, his Prefervation, @ . he cannot but
be fenfible that he is ftrictly oblig'd to
worthip and ferve him 1n {fome way or
other: For all Men will own, that we
ought not only to remember our Benefa-
¢&ors, but to return them hearty Thanks
{uitable to the greatnels of the Benefits we

have receiv'd.

SECT.
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SECT. V.
Of the Necelftty of a Divine Revelation.

ND, 1. Since the Divine Favours
are fo great and {o valuable, ’tis cer-
tain that no Man can render him any Wor-
hip and Service that 15 equivalent to them.
2. Since God 1s a molt perfect and fimple
Being, he will be worfhipp’d 1n a perfect
and fimple manner ;3 but ’tis impofiible
that Mankind fhould now 1n its prefent
State of Corruption, unanimoully agree in
the true Way of worfhipping God, if it
were lels to cheir Invention 5 for befides
that the Reafon of Men is infinitely va-
rious,according to their different Tempets,
Capacities, Prejudices of Education, &v:
Human Nature 1s {o much corrupted, and
does daily fo far degenerate more and
more, as we find by {ad Experience, that
they can netther difcern the right manner
of worfhipping God, nor perform him
pure and acceptable Service. .
Befides, fuppofing that Mankind could
agree in a certain Form of Divine Service,
and preferve it found and entire, yet ftill
this Doubt would always remain in their
Minds, Whether fuch a Worfhip weré ac-
3 ccptable
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ceptable to God orno ? For whether we
ofter to him Giits or Sacrifices, they all
belong to him as Lord of the whole Crea-

tion 5 nay, it we fhould facrificc to him
our Soul and Body, we gtve him nothing

but what we have receiv’d of his free
Bounty ; and therefore we can never be
certain that we are acceptable to him by
any thing we can do, or oftcring we can
make. And this is what Socrates faid of
old, a little betore his Death : [ have la-
bour’d all my Life-time. and done whkat 1
could to render nry [elf acceptable to God,
arrd yet 1 jiill doubt whether 1 have plea.rd
bivir : AS Rtéf.f reiates 1 his D:fo:frﬁ? af
Philvfophy. From whence we may con-
clude, that Mankind by Nature 1s fo much
miitaken 1n thaar Nottons of God, and has
fo tar crr'd tram the rnight way of worfhip-
pinz him, being wholly addicred to fenfi-
ble Things and Plealures, that a Revela-
tionn from God was abfolutely nceeflary to
teach hun the true Knowledge ot God and
of his Will; particularly as to the man-
ner of performing him acceptable Service;
and therefore our inFnitcls -good and mer-
citul God, taking pitv of the -natural Blind-
nefs of Mankind, was pleafed of his inft-
nite Goodnefs to reveal his Will to them,
ar.d the particular manncr wherein be will
be worlhipt. And this Revelaticn being

once
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once made, all Men to whom it is fuffi-
ciently proposd, are bound, as they hope
for Salvation, and would avoid eternal
Torment, to keep the Commands of God,
and obferve that Form of Divine Worfhip
which he himfelf has prefcrib'd : Which
Obfervation of Divine Worfhip is that
which is commonly call'd Religion.

But before we proceed to treat of Rea
ligion, it may be neceflary to obferve, that
becaufe Men are f{tiff-necked, and {low to
believe Divine Truth, therefore left any
thould call in queftion the Revelation that
comes from God, and take him for anIma
poltor whd deliver'd it, ‘twas neceflary that
it fhould be confirm’d by certain Evidence,
the better to perfuade Men to believe that
it came from God ; and {o we find that
the Chriftian Religion was™ confirm’d by
Miracles, and {upernatural Signs at the time
of its firlt publication : And becaufe cun-
ning and ingenious Men may do many
things by their extraordinary Art and Skill,
which may feem to us miraculous when
they really are not, we {hall hereafter fhew
how any Man may difcern between a true
Miracle, and that whichis falfly pretended
to be one. This being premis’d, I fhall
now {ubjoyn,

F 2 SECT.
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SECT. VL
Of Religion in general,

Ince God 15 a moft perfett Being, 'tis
« Y certain that he cannot contradict him-
{elf, and eftablith two contrary Religions,
having different and inconfiftent Objects of
Wor{hlp . and therefore when we fee {o
many different Religions in the World,
every one of which is contrary to anos
ther, and condemns another, we muft
coiiclude that only one of thefe Religions
is true, and of Divine Authority, and that
the relt are Human Inventions, Frauds, and
Forgerics : It concerns us theretore to en-
quire after the Means whereby we may di-
{tinguifb the true Religlon from thofe that

are falic.

Thefe “Means may be conliderd two
ways, either with refpect to the Evidence,
or to the Objet.We have already obferv’d,
that the great Evidence of the true Reli-
gion, 15 the Miracles that are wrought for
the confirmation of it ; but that we may
be able to difcern true Miracles from thofe
- that are counterfeit, | fhall lay down the
three chief Conditions which are requifite
in a true Miracle. The firft 1s, That he

who
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who works a Miracle, {hould know before-
hand that he 1s-to work 1t, and have a
mind to do it. The fecond 1s, That it be
certatnly known that the Miracle, or Sign,
was wrought, and that the Effect of it be
obvious to our Senfes. The third, That
the Thing done be fuch as tranfcends all
the Power of natural Caufes ;5 which may
be done two ways: The firlt 1s, when it {o
far tranfcends all the Powers of Nature,
that it appears plainly impoflible to be
wrought by them, as the raifing of the
Dead to Life again. The fecond is, when
the thing done is {uch as does not exceed
the force of natural Caufes, but the man-
ner of doing it 1s plainly {upernatural, as
the curing of Difeafes by a Worc-Ipeaking,
without applying any Remedy.

As to the Objett ot true Religion, it
ought - to refpect the Glory of God, the
Publick Good, and the Private Good of
every particular Man,  And thefe are the
Means which I think {ufhicient for difcern-
ing a true Religion from that which is
falfe. For, 1. As toMiracles, ‘tis certain,
that God will not exert his Almighty
Power to confirm a Lye, and jultific an Im-
poftor. 2. As to the Objct of Religion,
tis likewile certain, that every falfe Reli-
gion which is invented by a Deceiver, 1is
attended with fome abfurdity in its Da-

b 3 Ctring
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&rine or Precepts, and contains in it {ome-
thing either contrary to the Divine Na-

ture, or the Good and Welfare of Man-
kind. If therefore we can difcover {uch a
Religion as has the above-mentiond Evi-
dence and Object, we may fafely conclude
that it is revealed by God 5 butif it be de-
fe&ive in either of thefe two, we muft be-
lieve that it is falfe, and ought to be rejedt-

ed by all,

iy e et . ~ "wmy gl —m—— - b — .,

SECT. VIL

Of the Chriftian Religion in general,
and pdrtz'cularly of the Miracles
wroztgf)t in szﬁrnm:‘ion of 1.

T would be an endlefs as well as ufelefs
Work, to run over all the feveral Reli-
gions that are in the World, for choofing
one from among them which is eftablifb'd
upon gaod Principles and fuie Founda-
tions 5 and therefore I thall {ingle out the
Chriitian Religion, as that which feems to
me, at the fir{t propofal, to be more excel-
Jent than thereft, and endeavour to prove,
That it is founded upon the cleareft and
{trongeft Evidence, that any rational Man
can
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can defire in matters of that nature. And
this I hope will give full Satisfactiontothe
Reader of the following Difcourfe, 1f he
be a Chriftian 5 and I defire him to judge
for himfelf in this Cafe, by comparing
his own Religion with all the other Re-
ligtons profcis’d in the World, and he will
undoubtedly find it to excel all the reft,
for the rcafonablenefs and certainty of 1ts
Doctrines, and the holinefs and goodnefs
of 1ts Laws. But f the Reader be a Jew,
a Turk, or Heathen, I hope he will take
the pains to compare his own Religion
impartially with the Chriftian, and I doubt
not he will quickly perceive on which fide
the advantage lies, as to the evidence of
Principles, and goodnefs of Precepts. For
1. The Miracles of Chrift were infinitely
more numerous and greater than thofe of
Mofes 5 and Muabomet ncver pretended to
work any Miracles for Confirmation of his
Religion, but us'd the Sword only for its
propagation : And as to the Pagans, the
(trange Feats which they pretend to, are
either ridiculous and incredible, or the
Tricks and Forgeries of their Pricefts, which
cannot endare a fair Trial, as will appear
more fully hercafter. At prefent I {hall
apply my {elf to the Confideration of
Chrift's Miracles, and fthew that they have
all the Characterifticks of true Miracles,

I' 4 and
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and that they were undoubtedly wrought
by him for the Confirmation of his Re-
higion, when 1t was firft delivered in
Tudea.

And, 1. The Miracles of Chrift have
all the three Conditions afore-mention’d
which are requifite 1n true Miracles : For,
1. Chrift knew before-hand that he was
todo his Miracles, and freely chofe to work
them in fome places, and not in others, as
appears trom the Hiftory of his Life, re-
corded by the Evangelifts. 2. He did not
work his Miracles in fecret places, or in a
corner, but publickly and openly, 1n the
Face of the Sun, betore great Multitudes
of People, of all forts, not only Friends
but Enemies, and the wonderful Effets
of them were apparent to the Senfes of all
that were prefent : And therefore that
fuch Miracles were wrought by him, 1s
own'd not only by Chriftians, but even
by the Jews 1a their Talmud, by Mabomet
i his Alcoraz, and by many Pagan Au-
thors, whofe Names and Teftimonies fhall
be hereafter mention’d.  And Laftly, The
Niracles of Chrift were fuch as tranfcend-
cd all the Powers of natural Caufes 5 as to
ratle the Dead to Life again, to give Sight
to the Blind, Hearing to the Deaf, Health
tothe Sick, without the ufeof any Medi-
cines, or natural Mcans, that are proper

(O
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to cure thofe People ; all which Effects
therefore muft needs proceed from a fuper-
natural Power, and can bealfcrib'd to God
only.

'l}:ho’ what has been faid may be thought
(ufficient, yet to convince all Men more
fully of the fupernatural force and energy
that was confpicuous in Chrift’s Miracles, I
fhall add the following Confiderations :
1. That they were 1n a manner infinite for
number, {o that they cannot be particu-
larly‘reckon'd up 5 for he went thro™ all
the Cities and Villages of Fudea, curing
all Difeafes, and heal'd all that were pof-
fefs'd of the Devil: And the Writers of °
his Life declare, that he wrought many
other Miracles befides thofe which are
mention'd intheir Hiftory. 2. That they
extended univerfally to all forts of Crea-
tures, over which he fhew’d an abfolute
Dominion, by the miraculous Effects he
produc’d 5 as over Devils, by driving them
out of Men that were pofiefs'd with themy
over the Winds and Seas, by allaying the
Storm and Tempeft at his Command ; over
the Fifthes and Loaves, by multiplying a
few of them to {uch a prodigtous quantity
as was {ufficient to feed Five thoufand s
over the Swine, by {uffering the Devils to
gater into them, and drive them hcad-long
Into the Sea 3 over the Fig-Tree, by blaft-

ing
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ing it with his Word 5 over the Water, by
changing it into Wine ; over all {orts of
Difeafes, by healing of them 5 and laftly,
over Death it {elt, by railing the Dead to
Life again. 3. The Muacles of Chrift pro-
duc’d fuch Effelts as were not tranfient but
permanent : For the Dead being rais'd to
Life, continud tolive 5 the Blind having
receiv’d their Sight, continu'd to fee 5 the
Lepers being cleans'd, continu’d clean :
And all thefe things were done in the pre-
fence of many Beholders, who {aw and
obferv’d the wonderful change that was
wrought. 4. All the Miracles of Chrift
but two, were Miracles of great Mercy
and Goodnefs as well as Power 3 as the
healing of Difeafes, the raifing the Dead
to Lifeagain, &. Ifay, excepttwo, which
were his {fending the Devils into the Herd
of Swine, and the curfing of the Fig-Tree :
And thefe {erv'd to fthew his abfolute Do-
minion over Plants and Animals. 5. All
the Miracles of Chrift, even thofe that re-
quire the greate{t Power and Energy, were
wrought by a Word-{peaking. After Ls-
zarss had lain three Days in the Grave,
he did but {ay to him, Come fortb; and
immediately be arofe, with all his Grave-
Cloaths upon him: He did but take the
Ruler's Daughter by the Hand, and fay
nato her, Mard, arife ; and prefently hes

Spirit
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Spirit came again, and fhe arofe {traight-
way. He had {uch a divine commanding
Power over all natural Caufes, that he
cur'd the moft defperate Difeafes, even at
a diftance, by {peaking a few Words :
Thus he cur'd the Noble-man’s Son, when
he was at the point of Death, by faying,
Thy Son liveth 5 and the Centurion’s Set-
vant, by faying, As thou baft believ'd, fo
be it done unto thee : Nay, the difeafed
Woman that follow’d him in a Croud was
cur'd by touching the Hem of his Garment,
becaufe fhe believ’d, when he perceiv'd
that Vertue was gone out of him. All
thefe Miracles he wrought without ufing
means ; and when he applied fome means,
they were {uch as were naturally unfit to
produce the Eftett intended : As when he
cur'd the Man born blind, by {pitting on
the Ground, and making Clay of his Spit-
tle, and anointing his Eyes with 1t, {end-
ing him to the Pool of Stloam 5 and the
performing this Cure by fuch unfit means,
was no lefs an Argument of his Divine
Power in working the Miracle, than if he
had us'd no means at all. 6. Chrift had
not only this Power in himf{elf of working
Miracles, but he difpos'd of that Power to
his Apoftles, who wrought many Signs
and Wonders in his Name : So St. Peter
car'd the Jame Man, by commanding him

in
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in the Name of Jefus to rife up and walk
a Miracle that was notorioufly known to
all that dwelt at Ferufalem, and which the
Rulers of the Jews could not deny, tho’
they were their malicious Enemies. Nay,
the Dead were raifed by them, Tabitha by
St. Peter, and Extychus by St. Paul 5 and
Handkerchiefs and Napkins obtain'd the
Virtue of doing mighty Cures, by being
fent from the Apoftles Hands 5 and St. Pe-
ter's Shadow heal'd all that were afflicted
with evil Spirits throughout all Jerufalem,
and all the Cities round about it, as we
read in the Ads of the Apaftles. This was
a wonderful demontftration of the Divine
~ Power in Chrift, that he could communi-
cate the Gift of Miracles to his Difciples;
as it was of his Diwine Prefcience, that he
foretold a thing fo {trange, whichrequir'd
an Almighty Power to accomplith, by afiu-
ring thofe that believed in him, that they
fhould out-do the many Miracles he him-
felf had wrought 5 both which were his
peculiar Prerogatives, whereby he excell'd
the firflt Founders of all the other pretend-
ed Religions in the World, who never
pretended to the Power of beftowing the
Gift of Miracles upon their Difciples, or
to foretel the working of them. 7. The
Apoftles, after they receivid their Commif-

fion from Chrift to preach the Gofpel tﬁ
&
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all Nations, wrought Miracles not only in
Jerufalem and the Land of Fudea, but in
Samaria, Phenice, Cyprus, Antioch, Ephefus,
and many other Cities and Countries thro’
which the Apoltles travell'd for planting
the Chriftian Faith, in all which places
God confirm’d the Word of his Grace, by
doing Signs and Wonders by the Apoftles
Hands, as we read in the Ads of the Apo-
fles 5 and St. Paul aflures us, that from
Jernfalere round about unto lllyricam, the
Gofpel had been preach’d by him with
mighty Signs and Wonders : Nay, founi-
verfally fpread was the Fame of the Apo-
tles Doctrine and Miracles.that their Sound
went into all the Earth, and their Words
unto the Ends of the World 5 for not only
the Jews but Gentiles, the Romans, Co-
rinthians, and fome of all the moft famous
Countries then known, were converted to
the Chriftian Faith, by the Preaching and
Miracles of the Apoftles, who could all te-
ftific, that they faw fuch mighty Warks
done by them,as convinc'd them that their
Dottrine was from God : So that this Evi-
dence was not only publickly but univer-
fally known. 8. This Gift of Miracles
was not confin’'d to the Days of the Apo-
ltles, but was continued in the Chriltian
Church for the firft three Centuries, as ap-

pears from the ' Writings of lIreneus, Ori-
gen,
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gen, Tertullian, and other Primitive Chris
ftians, who relate 1anumerable Inftances of
this miraculous Power in the fecond and
third Ages of the Church, and appeal for
the Truth of their Relations to the Hea-
thens who livid in thofe Times : And of
its continuance in the fourth Century, Ex-
Jebius, (yril; and Auftin, are {ufhicient Wit-
nefles 5 all which are cited in {everal late
Writers, to whom 1 refer the Reader.
And {ome of theMiracles wrought in thefe
Ages, are not only teftified by Chriftians,
but alfo by Heathens 3 tor Murcus Aurelius
him{elf teftified publickly 1a his Letters to
the Senate, the Miracle that was wrought
at his Battle with the Marcomanni, when
the Chriftian Soldiers obtain’d by their
Prayers, a refrefhing Shower to the Roman
Army diftrefs’d for want of Water 5 while
at the fame time the Forces of the Barba-
rians were overwhelm’d with Hail and
Thunder. It appears to be a thing fo
commonly known, that it is mention’d by
the Poet Claudian, 1n 6. Conf. Hon.

——~Lhaldea mago [en carmina ritu
Armavere Deos, fen quod reor omne To-
nantis

Obfequinne Marci mores potuere mereri.

And
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And the Prodigy by which Theodofius
crul’d the Rebellion of Eugenixs, and Ar-
begaftes 1s alfo mention’d by the (ame Poet,
in thefe words :

O niminm dileite Deo, cui fundit ab antris
olus armatas hyemes, ¢~ militat ether,
Es conjurats veniunt in claﬁm venls,

Claud. de 3. Coni. Hon.

Porphyrie confelles, that wonderful Cures
were done at the Tombs of Chriftian Mar-
tyts, Hier. adv. Vigilant.c. 4. And that the
Heathen Gods could give no help to Men,
after that Jefus began to be worfhipp'd,
Eufeb, lib. 5. prep. Evang. And Apollo de-
car'd from the Oracle, That certain juft
Men, iz, the Chriltians, hinder'd him
to foretel the Truth, Eufeb. de Vit. Con-
flant. and the Oracle at Delphos con-
tefs'd, That he could give no Refponfes ,
becaufe Babylas, the Martyr's Bones,
were buried near him, as s related by
Cbrjfoﬂ. Orat. 2. in Bﬂbjlam. In ﬁne, it
was a thing fo commonly known and ta-
ken Notice of in the firlt Ages of Chri-
ttanity, that the Heathen Oracles were
(truck dumb 5 that Plutarch wrote a Book
concerning the Reafon why the Oracles
had ceas’d. And hence it appears, that
this Power of working Miracles was con-
tinw'd in the Chriftian Church for the firft

four
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four Centuries 35 which adds great {trength H
and force to the Evidence, as being attefted

by fuch a vaft Cloud of Witnefles as liv'd
in thart large compafs of time,

To conclude, I muit defire the Reader to
take Notice, that the force of this Argu-
ment confifts chiefly in thefe three things:
1. That if fuch Works were really per--
form'd, as is pretended, they were true
and proper Miracles, {uch ascould enly be
doune by the Almighty Power of God,
2. That we have {ufhcient Affurance that
thefe Miracles were wrought by Chrift and
his Apotles, and the other Difciples, to
whom they are afcrib'd by thofe that res
late them. 3. That thefe mighty Works
were done in Confirmation of the Chriltian
Religion. |

1. That the wonderful Works pretended
to be done by Chrift and his Apoftles wers
true and real Miracles, fuch as could only
be wrought by an Almighty Power, will
appear, by confidering, 1. That they could:
not be perform'd by the moft improved

Arts and Skill of Men, or by any juggling
Tricks and Frauds. To cuare all Difeafes;

and raife the Dead to Life again, by a
Word-{peaking, are too great and mighty
Works for Human Power and Skill in the
highelt improvement 4 they cannot cure

Difeafes without the application of {fome

propet
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proper Medicines, they cannot command a
dead Carcafe to rife out of the Grave, and ..
reftore the Life and Soulto 1t again, after
it has been dead three Days. Thefe things

appear {o plainly impoflible to the natural
Powers of Mankind, that as it were ridi-

culous for any Man to aflert the contrary,
(o it were needlefs to confute them. But

neither can they be done by the Tricks of
Jugglers and Conjurers, who cheat and
gull the People with the counterfeit ap-
pearance of wonderful Feats, which they
perform by unheeded Caufes, and fecret
Ways of acting s for there could be no
Trick us'd in moft of thofe Miracles which
were wrought 5 as in raifing Lazarus
from the Dead, after he had lain three
Days in the Grave, before many Specta-
tors who knew that he was dead, and that
the {ame Lazarus was now raisd again
and it 15 altogetber incredible, that a
Cheat of this nature fhould be carried on
thro’ {0 many inftances, for {olonga time,
and that none-of the great Numbers that
were concern’d in the Contrivance, nor of
the Spe&tators, many of whom were Jews
and Heathens, {hould difcover the Cheat,
efpecially confidering that the Contrivers
could ferve no worldly End by 1mpoling
upon the World ; but on the contrary
they met with Bonds and Death for this

G pre-
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pretended Trick; and many of the SpeQta-
tors being learned and ingenious Men, of
a contrary Religion, were {ufficiendyable
and ftrongly inclin'd to have difcoverd |
the Cheat, if there had been any, which
yet was never done 5 and therefore we may
certainly conclude, that the pretended Mi-
racles were not wrought by juggling
Tricks.

2. Seeing thefe wonderful Works could
not be done by the Power or Artifice of
Men, they muft be wrought either by the
Power of created Spirits, or the Almighty
Power of God: But that they were not
wrought by the Power of any created Spi-
rits, will appear by confidering, that they
muft cither be done by good Angels, or
cvil Spirits : As to good Angels, befidcs
that many of the Works atore-mention'd
appear to be above the Power of any Creu-
ture, as we fhall fhew prefenty, I {hall oniy
obferve, that it they had been done by
good Angels, this would be a demontur-
tion of the trnth of Chrift's Revelaton,
no lefs than if they were wrought by 2
Power inherent in himfelf 5 for the good
Angels are the Miniiters of the heavenly
Kingdom, and are fupposd always to do
the Will of God, and defign the Welrare of
Mankind. And 1c 1s utrerly inconfiftent
with all the Notions we have of thehm,

that
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that they fhould contribute fuch a mighty
affiftance to delude the World with a falfe
Dodtrine 5 and to perfuade fo many Thou-
{ands of its Preachers and Profeflors to
endure the greateft Miferies, and moft
painful Deaths in the World, withoutany
hopes of a future Reward in another Life
for their prefent Sufferings: fuch a wic-
ked Impofture is agrecable only to the
Fallbood and Malice of evil Spirits 5 and
this indeed is the lalt Refuge and Strong-
hold of Infidels, who denying the Truth
of Chrift’s Revelation, afcribe his wonder-
ful Works to the Power of wicked Spirits,
with whom, they 13y, he was confederate.
So did the Jews in his own time ; for
when the Pharifees heard of his healing
one blind and dumb, who was poflefs'd
with a Devil, they faid, This Fellow does
wot caft owt Deuvils, but by Beelzebub the
Prince of Dewils, Mat. 12. 24. 1. ¢. Hedoes
it by a Confederacy with evil Spirits.  A-
gainft which pretence Chrift himfelf argues
very ftrongly in the following Verfes, Eve-
ry Kingdom: divided againft it felf is broughe
to defolation——-And if Satan caft ont Sa-
tan, he is divided againft bimfelf, how fhall
toen bis Kiﬂgdalé ﬂdﬂd ¢ The meaning of
which Argument 1s this, That he who op-
pofes Devils and unclean Spirits, and drives
them by force from the quiet pofleffion

G2 they



84 The Grounds of

they have enjoy’d of Mens Bodies, cannot
be {uppos'd to alt by Collufion and Con-
federacy with them, but muft be an Ene-
my to them, and their Defigns; for the
Devil cannot be thcught to joyn with
another to difgrace himfelf, to defeat his
own Deligns, and ruin his Kingdom : but
this appear'd plainly to be the Defign of
Chrift, who went about doing good, and
healing all that were opprefsd of the Devil :
For he being a malicious Spirit, who de-
lights in the Mifery and Ruin of Mankind,
exercis’d a Dominion ovcr the Bodics he
poflefs'd, infliing upon them feveral Di-
{eafes, and depriving them of the ufc of
their Senfes, that he might keep them 1n
{ubjection to him, and maintain his King-
dom in the World : But, 1. Chrift by dif-
poflefling the Devils of Meus Bodies, and
healing the Difcales they had intlicted, de-
{troy’d thetr Doninio:z,and rarn’d their De-
fians of Milcaiet aganit Mankind, which
cannot be {uppes’d to bz dons by the De-
vil's Concurrence, bur muit be the Work
of one that 15 2.2 Enemy to hime 2. Our
Saviour argucs, tidat 1t munt not only be
tae Force of an Eacmy, but a tcrce {upe-
riour to the i ower of the vl o, 29. of
the (aid oweltth Chrpeer of Sethew, How
can one crter into a ftroms Mu’'s Houfe, and
fpofl his GW:’[I, Cxcefd /.?ij}‘jf bind Irﬁeﬂrmvg

Man,
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Man, and then be will (poil his Honfe, 1, e.
the Devil having a quiet pofleffion of Mens
Bodies, will hold it uutil he 15 farcd to
quit it 3*and he cannot be forc'd to leave
it, but by a Power f{uperiour to his own,
which can conquer and overcome him, 3.1
may add, that the Miracles of Chrift were
for the moft part Miracles of Mercy and
Goodnefs to Mankind, whereby he fed the
hungry, cur'd the fick, and raisd the dead
to life ; and {o they were directly contrary
to the Temper and Defigns of the Devil,
who fecks by all means the Milery and
Deftrution of Mankind ;3 as appears plain-
ly 1n thofe Idolatrous Couniries, where he
requires the {acrifictng of many thoufand
Children every Year ro fatiate bis Cruelty,
and therefore he cannot be fupposd to
contribute to the good and merciful De-
fign of Chrift’s Miracles, which was fo
contrary to his malicious and cruel Tem-
per. 4. The Miracles of Chrift were
wrought to confirm his Doctrine, which
tended directly to the overthrow of the
Devil's Kingdom : For the Son of God was
manifefled to deftroy the Works of the Devil :
Which he did effettually by turning Men
trom all their Idolatrous Pratices, to wor-
thip the only true and living God, and from
all thofe unclean Lufts which reign'd with-
out controul among the Gentiles, to a Life
G 3 - of
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of the greateft Purity and Holinefs : For
the great Pefion of the Devil was to with-
draw Mens Hearts from the true God, and
theis‘dependence upon him, to put their
truft 10 Idols, and to dray to bhimfelf, and
{uch-like wicked Spirits, all that Worthip
and Adoration which 1s the peculiar Glory
of God, whereby Le gain’d an abfolute
Dominion over the Souls of Men, making
them do that Homage to himfelf, which
was only due to thetr Natural Lord and
Maker, as he did over their Bodies, by
alluring them to thofe vile Lufts, which
citrange their Minds from God, and make
them fit Receptacles for unclean Spirits.
And 1n thefe two things the Kingdom of
the Devil did chictly-confift : But by the
preaching of the Doltrine of Chrift, this
Kingdom of Darknefs was fubverted, his
Altars were deferted, his Temples demo-
lifh'd, and all Men were taught every-
where to worlhip the true God, in Spirit
and in Truth, and to abhor thofe ob{cene
Rites which fome of the Gentiles made a
part of their Religion, Seeing therefore
that by the Doctrine of Chnift Men were
curn'd trom Darkaets to Light, and from
ri:¢ Power of Satan to God, thofe won-
derfui Works could not be wrought by the
vower of cvil Spirits, which confirm’d
wuch a Doctrine as was dirc(ily contrary

. _ (o
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to the Defign, aud did effsctually over-
throw the Kingdom of Darknefs. And
this I think may be fufficient to fhew, that
the Miracles of Chrilt were not wiought
by the Power of evil Spirits, as the Pha-
rifees alledg’d againft him. But becaufe
the fame pretence has been made ule of not
only by Jewsbut Heathens, againft allthe
Miracles which were pretended to be
done by Chrift, or his Apoftles, or the
Primitive Chriftians in the firlt four
Centuries, which are afcrib’'d to Magical
or igyptian Arts, to Inchantments, or the
(trange Power of Words, I fay, becaufe
the fame pretence has been made ufe of
again(t all other Miracles pretended to be
done by any Chriftians ; (for thefe Magi-
cal Arts, whatever they be, muft fignific a
fecret Correfpondence with, and Concur-
rence of evil Spirits, or elfe they fignifie
nothing diltin& from the Power and Skill

of Men) I {hall therefore add two or three
Confiderations relating to all the Miracles
in general, which are pretended to be
wrought for Confirmation of the Truth
of the Chriftian Doltrine. And, 1. The
Miracles of Chrift and his Apoltles were
{o many, fo great, done {o publickly and
univerfally, through fo many feveral Coun-
tries, and the Power of working them was
continued {0 long in the Chriftian Church,

G 4 tha,
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that 1t 15 altogether incredible they fhould
be done by Magical Arts, or the Fower of
evil Spirits 3 for who can believe that fuch
a valt number of mighty Works, for the
{pace of tour Centuries, as are pretended
to be done in Confirmation of the Chri-
ftian Religion, fhould be done by the
Power of evil Spirits, when the like was
never pretended to be done to confirm
any other Religion that ever appeard in
the World : What Account can be given
why evil Spirits fhould be fo mightily con-
cern'd to propagate the Chriftian Religi-
on, above all the other Religions in the
World ? Was it not at leaft as much, and
apparently more for the Intereft of their
Kingdom of Darknefs, to promote the Ido-
latrous Practices, the filthy and obfcene,
the barbarous and cruel Rites of Pagan
Religions, than to promote the Worthip
of one only Supreme God, and the Purity
and Gentlenels which is prefcrib’d by the
Chriftian Inftitution. °Tis true indeed,
there are {ome Miracles pretended to be
wrought by Pacan Priefts in Confirmation
of thetr Religion, the truth ot which pre-
tence 1 {hall not now enquire into 5 but
thev never pretended, fo far as [ could
ever learn, that they wroughtfo many and
fo great Miracles, fo publickiy in fo many
jeveral Countries, as Chrift and his Apo-

(tles
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tles are {aid to have done, or that they
could communicate the Power ot working
Miracles to their Difciples, and tranf{mit it
for feveral Ages to their Succeflors, as is
pretended to be done for Confirmation of
the Chriftian Religlon 5 and it appears to
me altogether unaccountable , why the
Chriftian fhould (o far exceed all other Re-
ligions in this point of Evidence, if thefe
pretended Miracles were wrought by the
Power of evil Spirits. If Chriflt learn'd
his Magical Arc in Egypt, and taughe it
to his Difciples, whereby they were ena-
bled to work Miracles, as many both Jews
and Heathens have alledg’d, how comes it
to pafs, that others who bhave been there,
could never attain to the fame Art, or
teach it to others ? Or why do not the
Egyptians themfelves, who are the great
Mafters of that Magical Art, fhew their
Skill 1n 1t, by doing fo many and {o great
Mitracles as they taught Chrift to do? But
(ince neither they haveever done, norany
other from them could ever learn the Art
of doing {uch mighty Works, fo far as has
hitherto appeard to the World , we may
fafely conclude, that this pretence is a
groundlefs and incredible {urmife. Befides,
if Chrift inftruted his Apoftles in thefe
Magical Arts, they muft believe and know
him to be an Impoftor : And who thencan

Imagine
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imagine, that ever any Men in their found
Senfes, {hould be willing to facrifice their
Lives and Fortunes for the fake of a vile
Forgery, as the Apoltles did, when they
might have fav'd them by detecting the
Impofture.

2. There are {everal Miracles attributed
to Chrilt and his Apoltles, which feem to
be above the Power of evil Spirits: But
{uppofing it were poflible for them to do
all thefe Miracles, yet being fubjedt to the
Government of God, the great Creator
and Governor of all things vifible and in-
vifible, they could not do them without
his leave and permiflion, which wecannot
believe that he would grant, becaufeitap-
pears to be incenfittent with his inhnite
Goodunefs, to permit evil Spirits to work
{o many and great Miracles, on purpoie to
delude the World with a Lye, and thereby
expofe Mankind to an invincible Tempta-
tion to believe 1it.  “Tis truc indeed, other
Religions have pretended to Miracles
wrought in Confirmation of them; but
befides that they were neither {o many nor
{o great, as are pretended by Chriftians,
there was always {ome means left for dif-
covering the Impofture, either by the mul-
titude of Gods which they worfbipp'd,
contrary to the Unity of the Godhead,
which may be known, as has been provgi,

y
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by natural Reafon, or by the filthy and
obfcene, the barbarous and cruel Prattices
they enjoyn'd, which are plainly contrasy
to the natural Notions we have of God,
and of Vertue and Vice : And it was juff
with God to give them up to ftrong Delg-
fions, that they fhould believe a Lye, be-
caufe that when they knew God, or might
have known him by the Works of Crea.
tion, they did not glorifie bime as God, byt
worfbipt the Creature more than the Creator,
and allow'd themfelves in {uch unclean
and cruel Rites, as are contrary to the na-
tural Notions of the Divine Purity and
Goodnefs ; and we are certain that fuch a
Religion cannot be from God, tho’ it be
confirm’'d by Signs and Wonders. But
when the Chriftian Religion commands
the Worfhip of one God only, and en-
joyns no Pradice but what is pure, juft,
and gentle, [as will appear in the next
Chapter ;] if God fhould be pleas'd to per-
mit {uch a Religion to be confirm'd by
evil Spirits, doing more and greater Mira-
cles than ever were wrought for proof of
any other Religion in the World, every
one muft think himfelf oblig'd to believe
it to be from God ; becaufe there is no
way left to difcover {uch a Religion, ha-
ving fuch ftrong Evidence, to %e an Im-

pofture : And therefore, {ince it is incon-
| fiftent
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fitent with the Goodnefs of God to offer
fuch a violent Temptation to Mankind to
believe a Lye, we muft conclude, that he
would never {uffer evil Spirits to work {o
many and great Miracles in Confirmation

of 1t.
Bat befides the Miracles which Chrift

himfelf wrought here on Farth, there
were feveral illuftrious Teftimonies given
to him from Heaven, which [ fhall but
briefly mention, as a farther Confirmation
of his being aflifted by a Divine Power in
the Miracles which he wrooght. Of this
nature was the Star which condutted the
Wife Men from the Eaf? to Bethlehem,
where he was born 5 the frequent Appa-
ritions of Angels to minifter unto him, at
his Conception and Birth, at his Tempta-
tion in the Wildernefs, in his Agony, at
his Refurrection and Afcenfion into Hea-
ven 5 fach were the Voices that were heard
from Heaven, teftifying, that he was the
beloved Son of God ; ‘at his Bapufm,
when Fohn the Baptift {faw the Heavens
open’d, and the Spirit of God defcending
like a Dove, and lighting upon him ;5 at
his Transfiguration, when a bright Cloud
overfhadow’d him, and two of his Difct-
ples, Peter and Jobn 3 and again, in his
Agony, when Chrift faid, Father, glorifi
thy Name 5 and a Voice was heard from

Heaven,
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Heaven, I have both glorified it, and will
glorifie it again : Of the fame nature were
the Miracles and Prodigies that accompa-
ried his Death on the Crofs, both inHea-.
en and Earth, when there was Darknefs

over all the Earth, from the Sixth Hour
to the Ninth, when the Vel of the Tem-
nle was rent in twain, and the Earth did
.uake, and the Rocks rent, and the Graves
vere open’d, and many Bodies of Saints
vhich flept arofe, and came out of the
iraves after his Refurrection, and went
ato the Holy City, and appeard unto
mnany 5 which Signs {o aftonifh’d the Cen-
-urion and the Reman Soldiers that watch’d
him, that they were forcd to confefs,
Trulj this was the Son of God, rertaiulj this
was a righteons Man,  And 1ndecd all thefe
Miracles were fo many Divine Atteftations
of his Miffion from God, and that e was
the peculiar Favourite of Heaven, whom
God was pleafed fo far to honour ; for as
s certain that no Human Power and Skill
could perform or counterfcit fuch Signs
from Heaven, {o neither is 1t conceivable
that evil Spirits either could, or wotild give
fo many glorious Teftimonics to him,  But
to conclude, The Miracles wrought by
Chriit and his Apoftles, and thole that
were done by a fuperiour invifible Power
in Atteltation ot him, were {0 many and
{o
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fo great, and extended to {o many Crea-
tures both in Heaven and Earth, that
non¢ bat be who had an univerfal and ab-
folute Domunton over all the Works of
Nature oould perform them, and therefore
they wete above the Power of evil Spi-
rits, and could only be done by the Al-
mighty Power of God, the Great Creator

and Governor of all things.

Il. Having thus demonftrated, that the
Miracles which we believe Jefus did, had
all the Conditions of true Miracles, and
were fuch that no Power but that of Al-
mighty God could effett : Our uext Bufi-
nefs is to prove, that Chrift did really
work fuch Miracles ; and this from the

following Confiderations will plainly ap-
pear.

1. The Miracles of our Saviour were
not like Tran{ubftantiation, and others of
the Roman Church, which are the Objetts
of Faith only, but they were plain Objelts
of onr Senfes, every Body prefent could fee
them 5 they were not done in a Corner, or
in a particular {ecret Place , but publickly,

before the Face of the Sun, {o that it can
never be faid that thefe Demonitrations of

Omunipotency were fubtile Deceits and Im-
poltures.
2. We
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2. We have a conftant Tradition- of
Chrift's Miracles from the Apoftles, thro’
all Ages of Chriftianity, even until now ;
the Hiftory of them has been always the
(ame, and never was, or can be contra-
dicted. -

2. Thefe Miracles are not only acknow-
ledged by the Chriftians, but by their great-
eft Enemies : For even the Jews, amongft
other things which they relate of Chrift in
their Talmnd, make mention of his Miracles
alfo. The Twurks 1n their Alchoran have
recorded fome of Chrift’s Miracles, his Re-
furretion is commonly believ'd among(t
them, they look upon himas a great Pro-
phet, and as fuch profefs a protound Ve-
neration for him. Laltly, Several of the
Tewifh, Mabometan, and Heathen Writers,
frequently mention Chrift's Miracles 5 this
the whole Chriltian World knows better
than 1 my fcif, I thall not therefore now
trouble you with particular Quotations out
of thefe Authors,

4. But {uppoling that we had not all
thefe Tettimonies of Chrift’s Enemies to
prove his Miracles, yet that of the Apo-
itles and Evangelifts would be abundantly
lufficient, as we fhall more clearly thew
hereatter ¢ For they had not the leaft

profpelt of any temporal advantage by
pub-
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publithing thefe things 5 on the contrary
they exa{perated the Powers of the World
by it, and with their Blood feal'd the
Dottrines they had taught: this {urely is
a valid Proot that the Miracles related
in the Life of Chrift, were really done by

him.

II. That our Saviour wrought thefe
Miracles in Confirmation of his Religion,
appears, from what he faid to the Di-
{ciples of Fobz when they came and ask-
ed him whether he was the "Egyope@, or
be that ss to come 5 he anfwered , Go,
and tell }obn what JoH have feeu, &XC.
And from what he bad faid to the Jews,
If you will not belicve me, at leaft believe
the Works I do in the Name of my Father.
There are many other places in Holy
Scripture, which fhew that the principal
End of Chrift’'s Miracles was to confirm

his Doltrine.

SECT.
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SECT. VIL
| Of the Obje;& of Chriftian Religion.

HE Evidences for the Chriftian Re-

ligion being thus producd and exa-
min'd, we come next to the Obje# of tt.
We have already afierted, that the true
Religion muft have for its Object, 1. A-
bove all things the Honour and Glory of
God. 2. The univerfal Happinefs of Man-
kind. 3. The Good of every Man in
particular. For the clearer under{tanding
of this, we fhall divide the Chriftian Re-
ligion, 1. Into the (redenda, or what a
- Chriftian ought to believe. 2. The Agen-
da, or the Precepts he (hould practice 5 and
if we find both thefe Parts of Chriltian
Religion have the aforefaid Objelt, we
may fafely conclude it isthe true Religion.
My Defign (asI have intimated elfewhere)
is not to run over and repeat the Princi-
ples of all Religions, but only to demon-
ftrate the Excellency of the Chriftian bv
its Object, well knowing that all other
Religions fall infinitely thort of it.

I. As to 1ts Credenda. It 1s true there
are but few Nations which do not believe
one Supreme Being 5 but how grolly are

they
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they miitaken in their Notions of him ?
Some rob bim of his chiefeft Attributes
Some reprefent him {ubje to almoft all
the Paflions of Human Nature, and this
leads them mto fuch weak and pernicious
Principles and Practices, that Men [ of com-
mon Sence] of contrary Opinions, are a-
{fbam’d to hear of ; but the Chriftian Re-
ligicn teacheth not only God’s Exiftence,
but his Attributes alfo in the higheft per-
fution that our Underftanding 15 capable
to bear. Whereas other Religions adore
a plurality of Gods, this teacheth to wor-
(hip one God in Unity : Some make him
matertal, this an incomprehenfible Spirit.,
Some again deny his Providence, or {o ai-
{ert his Sublimity that he neglets {ublu-
nary Things, as Matters much beneath his
Government @ But the Chriftian Retigion
teachcth us, that his Providence 1s Omni-
prefent, and aflures us of his great Love
and tender Care over all his Creatures, In
fhort, bis Goodnefs, Mercy, Long-fufler-
ing, Juftice, his infinite Power, Wifdom,
Holinefs, &v. are plainty preach’d and de-
monftrated by Jefus the Author of Chri-
ftian Religion. What a miferable State
then arc thofe in who deny the Provi-
dence ot Cod ? They are Mcn without
Faich, without Hope j are they groaning
undor Attilticns, they dare not call upon

him
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him for Deliverance ! Are they in their
laft Agonies, where can be their Truft
and Confidence ? But we are taught that
. this God 1s the Creator, Preferver, and
Governour of all Things 5 we know he
‘obferveth all our A&tions, and this makes
us mindful of our Duty 5 we are fure that
he giveth-us the Fruits of the Earth, Suc-
cefs, Honour, Life, Health, Children, and
all other Bleflings ; and this obligeth us to
be thankful to that infinite Goodnefs
which beftow'd them upon us: We be-
lieve he orders all Events, as Difeafes,
Death of Friends, Crofles and Affiictions 3
this thews us the great Mercy of God,
who fcourgeth and punifheth us, that we
may repent, and return to our Obedience.
Other Religions indeed oblige Men to con-
fefs the Frailty of their Nature, toacknow-
ledge the Crimes they daily commit, and
the Evils to whicli they are inclin'd 3 yet
it gives them no other Remedies for the
appeafing the Juftice of an angry God,
but the Sacriftces of Bealts and of Men.
But blefled be God, it 15 not {o with us,

we know we are Sinners, but we are cons
fident that the God of infinite Mercy will,

upon Repentance, fotgive us all our Tref-
pafles for the fake of Jefus Chrift his be-

loved Son, who died for our Sins, rofc
again for our Juftification, and afcended
H 2 ipto
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into Heaven, to be our Advocate, Me-
diator, and Interceflor with the Father :
This is the greateft Confolation Man can
with 5 for whillt others are concernd to
app::afe their God by an infinite multitude
of Sacrifices, and thefe attended with fo
great 3 nn mber of Ceremonies, Chriftians
enjoy a perfect Ttranquiliy and Freedom,
relying entirely upon God’s infinite Mercy,
praying, extolling, and magnitying 1t
without cnd.  Yet this is not all that God
bath done for us; he hath not only fent
his Son to be an Expiation for our Sins,
bt alfo to be our Prophet and Teacher,
to inftrudt us in the Wil of his Father, by
preaching publickly 11 the Synagogues of
the Jews, and efrecially to thofe whom he
had ciacfen to be Witnefics of his Life and
Doltrine 5 and atter the time of his Mif-
fion was expirad, and he afcended into
Heaven, he fiar ta2 Holy Gholt the Com-
forter to aiiut them, 12 planung the Reli-
oion he fefr with them g beftow’d the Gift
ot Miracles upon them o confirm it 3 and
for the better proragaiion of it he cffa-
blith'd a Communion and Congregation of
Saims 1ne0 which all Mea may be ntro-
aced who repentand have Faith.  Laluy,
I... has lcft two Covenants. ez, the Sa-
~ramens, in s Cihurch, by which he con-
- vs s Craces and Bicilingsto us. Thele,
and
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and more, are the wonderful Works of the
infinite Goodnefs and Mercy of God ;
which when we reflet upon, we cannot
but fay with the Plalmilt, What is Man,
O Lord ! that thon art mindful of bim, &c,
This I think {uthctent, to thew how much
the (redenda of the Chriftian Religion are
for the Honour and Glory of God, the uni-
verfal Happinefs of Mankind , and the
Good of every Man in particular.

2. The Agenda, or Precepts which a
Chriftian ought to practice, are no lefs for
the Honour and Glory of God, &. That
they far excel the Rules of all other Reli-
zions there can be no difpute. The Jews
indeed have the Decalogue, or Ten Com-
mandments, as wellas we 5 But how {trict-
ly dothey 1nterpret them ? And how far
has Chrift extended them? The Jews think
if they are not Idolaters, or Blafphemers,
if they obferve the Sabbath by not doing
any manner of Work, 1f they honour Fae
tber and Mother, 1f they do not Murther,
dteal, commit Adultery, bear Falle Wit-
nefs, or are not Covetous 5 1f they obferve
the Ceremonies and Feftivals which the
Law prefcribeth, and abftain from the fe-
veral Meats it forbiddeth, then they thirk
thicy have done their Duty, and that Ccd
is obliged to give them the pre:nifed Re-
ward. But the Precepts of the Chriftian

H 3 Relt-
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Religion extend yet farther, as we fhall
prefently fhew,

God forbid the Pagan Religion {hould
any ways be compared to the Chriftian,
which is {o far from glorifying God, that
the Honour which is only due to the Crea-
tor 1t giveth to the Creature, and teacheth
Men to worthip Idols, the Sun, Moon, and
Stars, nay [ for fear] the very Devils , and
to facrifice their very Childrento themj it
obligeth its Devotees to the utmoft Cruel-
ty to their own Bodies, under the Notion
of Holinefs, Merit 5 1t allows, even pre-
{cribes the Impurity of Polygamy, and o-
ther Uncleannefs : In a word, inftead of
bringing Men to that degree of Holinefs,
without which no Man fhall fee the Lord,
it makes them Reprobates , and throws
them into the laft degree of Imperfetion,
condemning al] Graces and Vertues where-
by we over-rule our Paffions as foolifh and
idle Notions, &. But leaft, contrary to
my purpofe, 1{hould make too great a di-
greflion in comparing the Chriftian Reli-
gion to all others, I fhall return, and em-
ploy the reft of this SeGtion in fhewing,
that the Chriftian Religion is not only a-
bove all others, bur alfo that it brings a
Man to Regenerationand that perfe& Holi-
nets, which is the end of hisCreation.

Iy
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if we confider the Precepts of Chriftia-
nity as the Rules of Human Life, we {hall
find them the molt accurately adapted to
our Nature, as ever were made known to
the World, no ways contradictory to our
Reafon, but tend to make mortal Man per-
fet, even as God is perfett : The greatelt
Libertines who do not live up to them,
yet approve of them. By thefe Precepts
we are taught, Firlt, Our Duty to our
Maker, to believe in him, to fear him, to
love him above all things ; to truft and
depend entirely upon him, to do his Will
with all {ubmiflion  to worlhip him with
pure Hearts, not with Sacrifices, for he
eats not the Fleth of Bulls, or drinks the
Blood of Goats; they inftruct us how to
call upon him, and with fervent Zeal and
Underftanding, and unwearied Conftancy,
to offer up our Petitions to him 3 to praile
and glorifie his Holy Name for all the Be-
nefits we and all Mankind have reccivid
from him fince the Creation ot the World.
Thefe Duties are founded upon the higheft
and moft folid Reafon ; and all that be-
lieve there 15 a God muft perform them :
For whom fhall we fear, but him that is
Almighty ? Whom fhall we love, but 1n-
finite Goodnefs and Loving-kindnefs it
felt 7 Whom fhall we confide 1n, but bhin
who is able and willing to helpus? To

H 4 WO
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whom fhall we fubmit, and upon whom
{hall we depend, but upon him who is in-
finitcly wile 2 Whole Will fhall we do,
but his who 1s juft and right ? Shall we
worlbip him with Sacrifices of Beafts, who
15 an eternal Spirit ? Briefly, {ince on Earth
we petition our Superiours, if we will ob-
tain any Favoursfrom them,and we pay our
grateful Acknowledgments for them when
received 5 infinitely more are we obliged
upon all occafions to pray to that God,upon
whom our being and well-being depends ;
and to offcr up our Praife and Thanki-
givings to him who hath beftow’d fo ma-
ny Benefits upon us.  Thus our Duty to
God has not only his Glory for its Ob-
3¢t, bot our own Good and Welfare
alfo.

Our Duty to our Neighbour gives us the
moft inccmparablc Rules for Government,
Socicty, and Friendfhip 5 for it aimsat the
good of all Men in general, and of every
Man in particular 5 it requires from us O-
bedience to our Governours and Superiors,
even when they unjultly ufe us, and per-
fecute us 5 it teacheth us the greateft Mer-
cy. Love, and Humanity, one to another,
obliging us to forgive our bitterelt Ene-
mics, and to pray for our Slanderers and
Tormcenters 5 it will not permit us to ren-
der evil for evil, but on the contrary com-

mands
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mands us to do good to'thofe who treat us
injurioufly. There is no Friendthip fo fa-
cred, no Juftice fo impartial, no Charity
fo great, no Mecknefs {0 exemplary, as
that which our blefled Saviour has recom-
mended to us 3 wicked Thoughts, much
more wicked Deeds, are abhorr’d by his
true and genuine Followers, who live in
perfect peace and tranquility one with ano-
ther.

Our Daty to our felves hasthe fame Ob-
ject as the two former : It commands us the
joweft and moft profound Humility, the
greateft Mecknefs and Patience under our
Sufferings and Reproaches 5 to be content
in what{oever State of Life it fhall pleafe
God to call us ; to have an unthaken Faith,

un{potted Chattity, and to prefevere tothe
laft Moment of our Lives 3 to be tempe-

rate in Meats and Drinks , and all Recrea-
tions 5 to follow our Callings with dili-
gence 5 it gives usa (ingular Modefty, Sim-
plicity, Gravity, and Sincerity of Heart s
it teacheth us to deny our felves, to de-
{pife worldly things, and hunger and thirft
after Righteoufnefs 5 to husband well the
Talent God hath given us 5 to follow the
things that are pure, honeft, of good re-
port, and praife-worthy s it commands
nothing that is uraccountable, noth}i;g
| tiat
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that is bafe and unbecoming reafonable
Creatures 5 all our A&tions are moderated
by it, we ought to be as innocent as
Doves, but as wife as Serpents ; we ought
to be modeft and humble, but not afraid
to appear in the defence of Truth ; we
ought to do Juftice, but not to be unmer-
ciful ; we ought to bear Injuries, but not
to be fenflefs of them ; we muft be kind
to all Men, but without any Pride or Af-
feQtation 5 and thus are all Chriitian Ver-
tues moderated. If what has been faid
be well confider'd and digefted, it will
be evident, that the Chriftian Religion
does bring us to the higheft degree of
PerfeGtion that its poflible Human Na-
ture can attain to, and that it tends [in-
finitely beyond all others to the Glory
and Honour of God, the univerfal Hap-
pinefs of Mankind, and the Good of eve-

ry Man in particular, and confequently is
the true Religion.

SECT.
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SECT. IX.

Of Promifes and Rewards, of Woes
and Punifbments.

Aving prov'd that the Chriftian Re-
ligion has the true Objett of the
right Religion, and that the Credenda of
it were as perfet as could be, and the
Agendaas Haman Nature iscapable of bear-
ing 3 we come npw to confider what Pro-
mifes are made tq them who live accor-
dingly, and what Woes and Judgments
are denounc’d againft the Children of Dif-
obedience. Our Corruption i {o great,
and our vicious Inclinations {o firong,
that without a certain belief of future Re-
wards and Punifhments, it would be very
difficult for us to walk in the moft pleafant
Paths of Religion: For how can we con-
ceive a Man fhould extinguith his violent
Paflion for a darling Pleafure, had he not
fure hopes (by thus mortifying himfelf to
the World) of a more {ubftantial Good,
and of avoiding an everlalting Mifery ?
~ Whether we confider thefe Rewards in -
reflpect to God, or regard to our own Souls,

they
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they are far more glorious and adapt than
what any other Religion affords. What
others have feigned to encourage Men to
do good, is indeed not a little enticing,
but yet it i1s direCtly contrary to the Na-
ture of God, and our Souls 3 for inftance
Their Notions of Metempfychofis, or the
Tran{migration of the Soul into another
Body, more noble or ignoble; delightful
charming Places 5 Riches ; Plurality of
Women, €. which cannever agree with
the Eternal Almighty God, netther with
our reafonable Souls, they are Spirits which
can never be {atisfied with temporal things,
they came from God, and naturally defire
to return to him, no Plecafure can {uffi-
ciently content them, but the infinite Hap-
pinefs of enjoying their Creator. 2. Qur
Bodies have their part in thefe Promifes as
well as our Souls: Vor is 1t not jult, that
the Body which hasaccompanied the Soul
through many Triais and Affirttions, for
the fake of God, thould fhare 1n its Re-
wards al{fo ? Is it not reafonable, that the
Body which has been depriv'd of {o many
Lults and Pleafures, fhould, with the Soul,
be Partaker of eternal Happinefs ? The
Refurrettion of the Body muft therefore be
a great Confolation to us; our Saviour
proved 1t to the Jews, out of the Books of
the Law and the Prophets, he laid the

Foun-
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Foundation of this Truth, and we are
fure our Faith is not vain, fince he is rifen
from thedead. To fay, that the {catter'd
Particles of our diffolv’d Bodies cannot be
colleted again, is an Objettion fo weak,
that it deferves not an Anfwer 5 for cer-
tainly the Almighty Creator of Man out
of nothing, cannot only reftore him to his
former State after his diflolution, but en-
due him alfo with a perfett Underftand-
ing, and a perpetual Vigour, &c. We
{ee then thele Rewards are not fuch fen-
{ual Banquets as the Jews valgarly believes
nor fuch a Fool’s Paradife, a plurality of
Women, as the Tirks expet 3 nor the
Wandrings of the Soul from one Body to
another, as the Heathens dream s but it
is an infinite Spiritual Happinels we are
promifed, the greate{t our Heart can wifh,
or that a created Being 15 capable of, we
(hall enjoy the Beatific Vifion, God will
dwell 11 us, we fhall praile him with joy-
ful Hallelujahs for ever and evcr 5 we fhall
be free from Hunger and Thirlt, from all
Doubtfulnels of Thought, Sorrow, Pain,
11d Death 5 in thore, we thall be perfetly
happy, tor we fhall live i the Lord, and
he inus. When we {erioutly confider this,
we {hall beready to part with every thing,
cven our Lives, for eterpal Salvation g
fuch perfeltion of Eitfs will make all the

Rightcous
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ighteous (with St. Paxl) moft earneftly
defirous to leave this World of Sin and
- Miferies, and to be diflolv’d to be with
Chrift 5 the Apofile experimentally knew
what this Happinefs was, when he thus
explain'd it to the Corsmthians, Eyé hath
wot [een, nor Ear heard, neither bath it ena
tred into the Heart of Man to conceive, the
things which God bhath prepared for them
that love him. We fhall now briefly con-
fider the Woes and Punifhments.

As God hath promifed {uch great and
glorious Rewards to them that love him,
and are obedient to his Commands, {o he
hath pronounced moft terrible Woes and
Judgments again{t them that a& the con-
trary : Is it not reafonable to think, that
God who 1s merciful to the Righteous,
fhould be juft to the Wicked and the Im-
penitent 2 And if the Rewards of the
Good are inexpreflible, muft not the Pu-
nithments of thofe who die in their Sins be
the utmoft Mifery ? I fhould be too tedi-
ous if I repeated here all the Expreflions
ufed in Holy Scripture, to make us fenfible
of the miferable State of the Damned ; I
(hall therefore make fome Reflettions on
what has been faid, and o conclude this

Section.

1. The
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1. The belief of thefe Woes and Tor-
ments deterreth us from committing Sin,
and quickens us to Repentance and a holy
Life : For no Man can hope for eternal
Life, but by doing the Will of God 5 ever-
lafting Flames muft be his Portion, who
dies without Repentance.

2, It breeds a dread and fear in us of

the great and jealous God,-a God that
will not be mocked ; it teacheth us to
tremble at his Word, to confider his in-
finite Juftice, and the fiercenefs of his
Wrath.

3. We are hereby taught to put a true
Value upon the Work of our Redemption,
for if we belicve not an Eternity of Tor-
ments, we can never {ufficiently efteem the
‘Ranfom Chrift paid for us 5 whereas he
who reflets upon the Gloties he had loft,
and the infinite Mifery he had deferv’d,
cannot but be moft thankful for {0 plente-
ous a Redemption.

The belief that God has laid up glori-

ous Rewards for thofc that love him, is
ufeful,

1. To wean our Affc&tions and Defires
from the Pleafures of thisLife, tocreate in

us a contetnpt of this World, and to teach
us to prefer Heaven before all things.
* 2. It
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2. It encourageth us to take up the
Crofs of Chrift, and willingly and cheer-
fully to {uffer all Afflidions for his Name-
fake, afluring usinthe Words of the Apo-
(tle St. Panl, That the Suffcrings of this pre-
fent tisize are not to be compared with the
Glory that fball be reveal d.

SECT. X.

Sewveral other Proofs for the Chriﬂian
Religion.

Y Guide having thus proved the
{ Truth of the Chriftian Religion
by its Evidences and its Obje&t, he gave
me fome other Arguments to confirm me,
which are not of a little value. I thall con-

tra& them asmuch as I can.

1. As the Jews own that there was a
Meffias promifed, {o they cannot deny but
that they crucified a Man whole Name was
Fefus, in whom we find all that’s foretold
of the Meflias in the Old Teltament ful-
fillad 5 as, that he fhould be born of a

-Virgin,in the City of Bethlehenr,0f the Tribe
| of
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of Fudab, and of the Pofterity of Dawvid s
that he thould begin to preach in Galilee,
do many Miracles, be the Saviour not only
of the Jews but the Ge